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To be given to Mankind from the CREATITOx, BY 
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To the Right Honourable 
PETER Lord KING, 
Ba RON of Ocx nA M 


Lord High- -Chancellor of 


CIEFLE BRITAIN. 


M y HORA 


Ty 75 which have governed * 
ennobled your life, 
love of truth, and the = 


of juſtice, could have influenced me in 
the buſineſs of a dedication, your 
Lordſhip had been ſaved this trouble. 

A 2 | --—— or 


J F any other motive than thoſe 
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iv DEDICATION.” 

= But as I know no great name, to which 
1 a work of this kind could be more pro- 
perly inſcribed, my choice was ſoon 


| ö determined. Religion vindicated from 

1 abuſe, by the aids of reaſon and learn- 
| ing, naturally appeals to the great 
| puatrons and proficients in both; and 


it is but juſtice to ſay, That the Lord 
Chancellor of GR EA T-Br1TAIN 
was, in that view, eafily diſtin- 
guiſhed, 8 8 


My Loxrp, If I were capable of 
doing you honour by a dedication, yet 
would you be as little obliged to me, 
on that account, as you are to any 
thing but tie providence of Gon, and 
your own worth, for all the honours 
to which you ever attained. You 
roſe irreſiſtibly to them, by the force 
of a ſuperior merit; nor were they 
fo properly conferred upon you, as 

claimed 
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DEDICATION. v 
claimed for you ; claimed by the voice 


of the public ] in this caſe (if it ever 


Was in any) the voice of truth, and the 
voice of G 0D, 


Your beginning, my Lord, was 


the greateſt that true glory could wiſh, 


Your foundation was laid in humility 


and religion. Your knowlege in the 
law of Gov, was the beſ} foundation 


of your diſtinguiſhed knowlege in the 


las of your country. The foundation 


was laid deep, and built upon à roch; 


and the ſuperſtructure roſe with as 
 portioned ftrength and dignity. Your 


skill was unrivalled, and your integrity 


untainted. 


Tuar ſuperior Skill in the laws of 


your country, which is wont (even in 


teſs perfection) ) fo fill up the minds of 


many of its profeſſors, and leave little 
Loom 


vi DEDICATION. 
room for knowlege of other Finds, 


Was, in you, but a better preparation 


zo ſhine to more advantage in the ſenate, 
as your great integrity made you highly 
revered there, and removed you thence, 


to preſs ide in one of the courts of 


Jilſtice. 


Your abilities upon the bench 
called you, upon the firſt occaſion ( the 


moſs & lorious for you that could be ima- 


gined), to the firſt honour in your 
profeſſion ; and placed you, unenveyed, | 


among the peers of GR E AT-BRITAIN;,- 


where your native humility ſtill e 


Jou, and is the greateſt ornament of 
your exaltation. 


My Lon p, Theſe circumſtances, 
glaring, and glorious, in the eyes of 


the whole world, left me little merit. 


or choice in this application. = 
1 Lord, 


DEDICATION. vi 
Lord, this application infers no more, 
than that I honour you in common 


with the reſt of mankind : but give 
me leave to ſay, that I honour you alſo, 


for reaſons, which do not equally effect 
them all: I honour you, from the re- 


gard you bear to true religion : I honour 
Jou, becauſe you are a good Chriſtian, 
in conſequence of being an excellent 
febolar, and a good man, not becauſe 


it is the religion of your country (the 


preſent faſhionable phraſe), but becauſe 


it is the religion of the Morag God, the 


| Gop of truth ! 


Ir is true, you received the Chriſtian 


religion from education : but you em- 


braced it from choice : you embraced it, 


my Lord, after a thorough inquiry 
into its truth and excellence ; you em- 


braced it, becauſe you found nothing in 


your 0wn foul zo contradict, nor any 
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vii DEDICATION. 
thing in the whole compaſs of reaſon 
and learning, that did not tend to con- 


* it. 


Ir m7 25. well become Pythagoras, 
and his commentator, to reverence the 


religion of their country, becauſe it was 


by law eſtabliſhed ; inaſmuch as that 
was the only reaſon, any man of ſenſe 
could affign, for 2 attachment to it. 
But you will own, my Lord, that this 


only reaſon 71! becomes the mouth of the 


meaneſt Chriſtian, of common ſenſe, for 
aſſerting the religion of Jeſus. To 


defend the beſt religion that ever was 


inſtituted, a religion every way worthy 
the wiſdom and the goodneſs of Gov, 


from the only reaſon, by which the 
vileſt, the worſt, and the moſt un- 


worthy of Gor, could be defended , 15 


this to be endured . * 
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DEDICATION. 


IT might well become the heathen 
world, to diſtinguiſh, between the reli- 


gion of the wile, and the religion of the 


vulgar ; inaſmuch as the religion of the 
vulgar, with them, was every way un- 


wiſe, abſurd, and abominable | tho, 


in truth, it muſt be owned, that what 


they called the religion of the wile, 
was not in any degree leſs ſo : they 
differed indeed from the vulgar ; but it 


was, for the moſt part, only in variety 
and refinement of abſurdity. They did 
not believe, * vith the vulgar, that the 
gods were ſulject to human vices and 
infirmities; but then they believed, 


what was, at leaſt, full as abſurd, 
that they were utterly negligent of bu- 


man affairs. 


However, as the religion of the 


vulgar was abſurd, they were in ſome 


fort 
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x DEDICATION. 
ſort juſtified in deſpiſing it : but is the 


religion of Jeſus therefore abſurd, be- 


cauſe the religion of Bacchus and Venus 
was ſo? Is not that the very religion 
which the wiſe men of our world now 
embrace? Was it ab; rd in the vulgar, 


two thouſand years ago, and is it now 


rational in the wiſe ? What made it 
then more abſurd, than the abſurd pra- 
Fices towhich it led? And will the ſame 


pradlices now make it wiſe ® What is it 
that demonſtrates any religion wiſe, but 
the wiſdom and excellence of its ends, 
and the ſuitableneſs of its inſtituted 
means, for the attainment of thoſe ends? 

And will the wiſe men of the world 
pretend to find nobler ends, or better 


means, than thoſe exhibited to us in the 


Chriſtian inſtitution! Inſupportable ex- 


ceſs of fully, thus to inſult the common 


ſenſe of mankind, under the vaunt 77 


W i/dom 2 


My 


DEDICATION. xi 


My Lonrov, I object to no man the 
reverence he bears to the religion of his 
country : the grievance is, that any 
man, of common ſenſe, ſhould mention 


this, as the only reaſon for reVerencing - 


the _— of Christ. 


Tr1s reaſon, my Lord, might well 


become a heathen philoſopher ; inaſmuch 


as many of them profeſſed 10 know 10 
other diſtinfion between good and evil, 
but the determination of the lat : but 
ſurely it muſt ill become us, who are 
per fecit in theſe diſtinfions ; in an age 
too, where reaſon ſhines fo bright, 


| as to be a ſufficient guide (if we may 
believe the moſt celebrated writers 


amongſt us) to the meaneft ſavage in 
Afric or America. And ſpall it be ſaid, 


that wwe have reaſon to every other pur- 


Poſe, 
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xii DEDICATION. 
poſe, but to d. iſcern the excellence of the 
Label 9 


Bur, my Lord, is this the truth? 


Is it that we cannot diſcern the ex- 
cellence of the goſpel, o, cannot bear 


its imperfe&ions? Quite otherwiſe, my 


Lord It is its purity, and perfec- 


tion, that impeach it. It reproaches 
our lives, and upbraids our conſciences. 
It is inconſiſtent with avarice, ambi- 
tion, and ſenſual indulgence | Either 
this, or groſs undiſcriminating igno- 


rance, is the only cauſe to which it can 


be aſcribed. The Precepts of Jeſus 


Chriſt, are incompatible with the cry- 
ing corruptions of the age] The rules 


are too ſtrait, for the crooked paths we 


tread in: they upbraid our evil ways 


and perverted manners: and therefore 


we refuſe to be guided by them. 
Theſe are the true Fromm: of our diſ- 
like 
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DEDICATION. xii 
Jike to the religion of Jeſus : and ubilſt 
they are ſo, it is no wonder, if its being 
the religion of our country ſhould be the 
only reaſon of our regard for it. 


Happ v are you, my Lord, in 
whom, neither this way of thinking, 
” mor any of the temptations to it, can 
trale place. Happy are you, who are 
| Bleſſed witha head, and a heart, too 

clear, and too incorrupt, to be ſwayed 
by fuch maxims ] Happy for you, that 

early learning hath fo inlarged your 
mind, and right habits poſſeſſed it, as 
to make your religion, the buſineſs of 
your reaſon ; and your duty, your de- 
Het } 


I x one word, my Lord, happy are. 
you, that the Trouidence of Gop, 
placed you, out of the reach of early 
temptation, from the Vanities of li e, 
and 


xv DEDICATION. 
and the more, inaſmuch as the ſame 
circumſtances which were of advantage 
to your virtue, have greatly added 10 
your honour. 


My Lorp, it 7s your greateſt 
glory to have fome reſemblance to the 
gofpel of Chriſt: you roſe in the world, 
as that prevailed in it, without mortal 
aids and advantages; or, to ſpeak more 
properly, in oppoſition to them all ; by 
the force of innate worth] Self-raijed, 
felf-recommended ! and, what is perhaps 
yet rarer, the worth that raiſed you, 


fill continues with you. As outward 


honour could add nothing to it, pride 


could not 1mpair it. 


God that raiſed you high, preſerve 
you long; preſerve you a bleſſing, and 
an ornament to your country ; and con- 
tinue your virtues, with increaſe of 

| glory, 


DEDICATION. xy 
glory, in your poſterity. Believe me, 
my Lord, no mortal more ſincerely or 
diſintereſtedly wiſhes this, than the 
author of this letter ; who contents him- 


f f elf with the honour of reverencing 


n 


Your Loxpsnir's 


Moſt Humble and 


your worth and virtue in ſecret, with- 
out the addition of that honour, which 
would acrue to him, from being known 


: 
, 3 
/ | to the whole world under the character 


Moſt Obedient Servant. 


2% 
—_— 
eV 
— 
© 
—— 
— 
— 
w— 


hs. th. & c— 


4 a,” . 
* 
9 8 
A 2 WT re 

1 I 2 os OM 2 
DCE £ 

x 

* 


a 


N 


” 


r ou I * . 
— 2 — 


JET 


= 


Sf 


—— — ——— — — 
* N 
f T\ kb 
* W Pp, | 
.. »* 7 
1 \ 
2 — 
. þ i # 
y * 4 — * — 5 
* * 2 4 FED 
* A. p q * . — * 


* 
— 4A » 
: . 


PREFACE 


plaint, which none but 
good writers are privi- 
" leged to urge againſt the 


= 

Ae 
9 

C 
AF, 


age = live in; and conſequently 
| ſuch, as no modeſt man will avow 
in his own behalf. But when that 
complaint is allowed by men of 


genius to be juſt, as it is at preſent, 
others may, perhaps, be allowed to 


take it up; at leaſt, to inquire into 
the cauſes of it. 


Vol. II. a Ad, 


ANT of taſte is a com- 
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AND, without queſtion, the im- 


mediate cauſe of the ill taſte which 


prevails among us, 1s, the preſent 


general diſregard of Roman and Gre- 


cian literature; together with that 
ſtrange, aſtoniſhing contempt, into 


which the Scriptures (the nobleſt of all 


w ritings this world was ever bleſſed 


with) have fallen for ſome years paſt. 


Tua this is, in a great meaſure, 


owing to the growth of infidelity, is 


alſo have concurred, nay, greatly 


contributed, to chis evil, muſt, I think; 


be owned. 


Maru EMATICAL learning hath, 


of late years, been greatly and juſtly 


in eſteem among us; and ſome men 
have raiſed themſelves into reputa- 


tion this way, who will always be 
20 = "* aid 
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The PR EH A C F. xix 
an honour to their age and country. 


But the misfortune is, that ſome of 
theſe very unhappily miſtook their 


talents; and carried that cold, dry, 


didactic way, into the pulpit, which 

could only become, or be of uſe in, 
the ſchools. Nay, more; what might 
have been of excellent uſe in the 
ſchools, became of very evil influ- 


ence in the church; inaſmuch as 


religion was now conſidered barely 
in the light of truth; and ſo was 
diſcuſſed, like other truths, with a 
dry, cold unconcern, which neither 


intereſted nor influenced any one mor- 
tal in its behalf. 


} "Tis true, texts were collated, dif- 
| ficulties cleared, and points proved; 
but the heart was all this time un- 


moved, and the conſcience unalarm- 


ed: the preacher acted, as if he had 
to do, not with. corrupt, unruly mor- 
: = a 2 tals, 
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XX The PREF ace. 
tals, but with pure, unbodied intelli- 
gences; among whom the percep- 
tion of truth was the only felicity to 
be attained, or duty practiſed. The 
audience became apparently very 
knowing in religion, and in reality 
very negligent about it: their wiſdom 
gave no fort of check to their vices. 
'The mora] turpitude of theſe unhappy 
habits was indeed clearly made out: 
but their ſhameful conſequences, their 
ſpreading infection, their various and 
accumulated miſchiefs, their deteſtable 
vileneſs, and their dreadful end, were 
out of the queſtion; were ſo far 
from being diſplayed in their true 
lights, or painted i in their true colours, 
or loaded with their juſt aggravations, 
and infinite ill effects, that they were 
not ſo much as ſeen, or ſhewn, or 
mentioned. The zerrors of the Lord 
were things unheard of; hell not once 
named, or named only to be deſpiſed : 


denied 


9 SENSE ACE : © \ 7 1 ” EG ir 08 us OBS nn ot q 
5X 9 Y : e Tra N 2 
5 L : . p * n . . 
. : | "I, 3 . : FI wn IIS FE. F e 
5 a 3 \ It. : LRN Rt gs 7 S e . . „ „ - 
Sage ISI REES ² . Re F Sn gg Ee I J SS ICT IT a IIS $A 1 
e 2 PFF l 7 8 > . e : L 
r = * 9 N . Fi RE by EB A. WE IS "VI e 7 % 
1 


ee ee eee e 


rd 
78 
Po 
2 
8 
3 
LEI rate 
N 
8 
N : 
e 
N 
e 
* 
PR 1 
N 
15 
1275, 
„ "i 
* a 
50k 
8 
N : 
W's 
EK 
N 2 o 
N 
=” 
et 
= 
WAYS 
IRS 
M8 
Emre 
* 
+ 4p; ” 
: 5 
8 
14 
8 
oY 
2 
IS 
. 
: 
. 
e 
55 
4 U 
2 
«A 
* 9 
1 
N 
TIF 
ws 
9 
38 
* 
3 
TUFF 
SP 
* . 
PR 
- F Is 
74% 
T4295 
L Fn 
" > 
IF 
7 
Ws 
8 
i 
* * 
a, 
©34 
OF 
FE 
a 7 
3 
1 
5 
As 
= 
7 
1 
— 
© AN A 
5 * 
ot 
8 
5 
+ 
* 
2 
Ss 
== 
*Y 
* 
8 
<< 
74 
77 
td 
40 
i 
1 


ien xxi 
denied to be local, and diſtinguiſhed 
away by philoſophic fooleries! in 


contradiction not only to the expreſs 


declarations of Scripture, but to 


every principle of reaſon, and eter- 


nal juſtice (as, by Gop's bleſſing, 


ſhall, in due time, be ſhewn)! Em- 


blems, examples, alluſions, illuſtra- 


tions, enforcements; from poets, 
from orators, from hiſtorians, from 


moraliſts, from prophets, from 
apoſtles, from evangelifts, from 


' ſcience, from Scripture, from na- 
ture, were antiquated, exploded 
trifles ! Hence the neglect of Roman 
and Grecian eloquence ! Hence an 
equal contempt of Livy and Thucy- 
dides, of Meſes and the prophets : 


in one word, hence the united ruin 


of true learning, and true religion! 
and the triumph of ignorance, infide- 
lity, and vice! 


he 


xii The PR ET ACE. 


Nor is this the worſt: Men 
who had no talents for mathema- 
tical learning, had however talents 
enough for abſurd imitation, for 
a low mathematical manner in di- 
vinity : and as their great originals 
were now high in eſteem, not only 
on account of mathematical know- 
lege, but likewiſe ſome bold fin- 
gularities in religion, their ſervile 
imitators took care to outdo them, 
where only they could pretend to 
cqual them, in the philoſophic ſtiff- 
neſs and formality of their ſtyle, and 
looſeneſs of their ei 


In the mean time, the reſt of the 
world, perceiving, how free theſe 
men made with what were before ac- 
counted fundamentals of Chriſtia- 
my; ; and perceiving, at the ſame 


time, 


1 


A414 


time, how utterly unanimated they 
were, either in the pulpit, or out 
of it, with any thing like a true 
Chriſtian ſpirit ; their ſouls as alien 
from the warmth of piety, the ardor 


of benevolence, and the zeal of 
_ Chriſtian charity, as their ſtyles from 


the intereſting, the perſuaſive, the 


pathetic, the ſublime, came quickl | 


into a diſregard of fo fruitleſs a reli- 
gion; juſtly concluding, that a religion 


which could not influence, could be 
of no uſe. It was natural to reflect, 
that if the immediate miniſters of this 
religion were {cen to have it ſo little at 
heart, the profeſſors of it at large 
might be yet more at liberty, and 


leſs ſolicitous about it. 


HREN CE a careleſneſs, and a cold - 
neſs, in the concerns of religion; and 
both theſe, in the e 5 of 
things, ſoon ſucceeded with worle 


4 * than 
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than neglect: for what men diſre- 
gard, they diſuſe; and what they 
diſuſe, they quickly come to deſpiſe. 


Nor was this the worſt: Men 
were not only diſcouraged from ſtu- 
dying and revering the Scriptures, 
by perceiving how little true reli- 
gion was promoted by that ſtudy, 
under the management of ſome of 
its moſt learned and eminent pro- 

feſſors, and their followers ; but alſo 
by being told, that this ſtudy was 
difficult, fruitleſs, and dangerous; 
and a public, an elaborate, an earneſt 
diſſuaſiwe from this ſtudy, for the 5 


very reaſons now mentioned, enforced 


10 by two well-known examples, and 
l| believed from a perſon of great emi- 
I nence in the church, hath already 

I paſſed often enough thro' the preſs, 

| do reach the hands of all the clergy- 

ll men in Great Britain and Ireland. 

1 5 God, 

| 
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Gop, in his great mercy, forgive 
the author 3 


A man of equal abilities, with 
another turn of mind, would have 


exhorted the clergy to a noble emu- 


lation in conquering the difficulties of 


this ſtudy, yet behind; from the glory 


of thoſe great men, who led the way 
with ſo much honour, in ſo arduous 


an undertaking ; would have repre- 
ſented the ſtudy of the nobleſt writings 


the world was ever bleſſed with, as 


infinitely the nobleſt of all others, 


and manifeſtly the moſt uſeful ; 


tending, eminently above all others, 
to per feli holineſs in the fear of God; 


and, in conſequence of that, to pro- 


mote, to perfect, and to perpetuate, 


the human happineſs, both in heaven 


and in earth, 
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AND laſtly, lea of Mee 
the clergy, from the ill ſucceſs of two 


men, he would have encouraged 


them from the good ſucceſs of thou- 


fands. 


Wu RE as. the former conduct, 
ſeems little leſs extravagant, than it 
would be in a preacher, to diſſuade 


his audience from endeavouring to 
go to heaven, becauſe Lucifer fell. 


Bur this is not all We are dege- 
nerated into all the extremes of ill 
writing, as well as thinking! An in- 


fipid affectation of polite eaſe, and 
claſſic elegance, hath, with the ad- 


vantage of a very negligent profane- 


neſs, done almoſt as much miſchief, 


in the works of one man, as the oppo- 
ſite error in all the reſt. And many 


are ſuch profeſſed admirers of the 


writings 


WH 


83 9 
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n 


writings of both kinds, as to unite 


theſe extremes (the dry, and the florid 


formal) with great ſucceſs in their 
own. 5 


Tuls is the true ſtate of ſtyle and 


taſte among us! Vile principles, and 
wretched writings, beget one an- 
other, like infections and diſeaſes : 
infections that deſtroy all health, and 


good habits, where-ever they come. 


Tus is the ſtate of our corruption; 


but where to hope for our recovery, 
that's the diſtreſs ! Alas! if it is to 


be hoped for only from the intro- 


duction of right thinking, and better 
writing, I fear it is yet far off. Can 
any man, who hath any idea of right 
thinking, or good writing, hope that 


either will ſucceed in ſuch an age 


Can he hope, that human means will 
ſucceed, where inſpiration fails! That 
955 his 
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xxvin The PR EY A Cx. 
his writings will be regarded, here 
the prophets and evangeliſis are deſpi- 


Ted ! where T— is preferred to Sol» 


mom, and C— to Chrift ? 


Wurrs infinitely the beſt and 
nobleſt of all writings are in diſgrace, 


it is natural, that the vileſt ſhould be 


m honour, 


Tur works of quaint, fantaſtic 
rhapſodiſts; of mean, abandoned, 
underling mortals ; of dry divines, 
and mathematical moraliſts ; theſe 
are, theſe muſt be, in the preſent 
ſtate of things, the reigning writers 


and writings! the ſtandards of pei- 
fection and excellence 


Tug man who hath the ſtupid 
ignorance, or hardened effrontery, 
to inſult the revealed will of Gop ; 
or the petulant conceit to turn it 

into 
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into ridicule; or the arrogance to 
make his own perfections the meaſure 


of the Divinity; or, at beſt, that can 
collate a text, or quote an authority, 


| with an inſipid accuracy; or demon- 
ſtrate a plain propoſition, in all the 


ſormality of A's and B's * ; theſe are 
now the only men worth mentioning ; 
the only writers worth reading, for 
improvement ; or remembering, for 
applauſe | Nor Bacon, norBarrow, nor 
Tillotſon, nor Addiſon (living writers 
mult not be mentioned), nor Plato, 
nor Plutarch, nor Cicero, nor De- 
moſthenes, are to be once named with 


theſe ! Theſe are the important men, 


whoſe weight hath at once ſunk down 
the eloquence and elegance of Rome 


and Athens ; and, what is infinitely 


* I would not have the reader imagine, that I fere 
| Intend any aſperſion on the learned and jngenious author 
of The religion of nature delineated ; or any other man of 

- eminence in that way. I cenſure nothing but abſurd 

imitation, 
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more tobe lamented, the wiſdom, the 
dignity, the ſublimity, the majeſty, 


of the Sacred Writings ! 


Ir men of genus are found to write 


in ſuch an age, we may well conclude, 


that nothing but the ſtrongeſt ſenſe 


of duty forced them to it: for other- 


wiſe, tho' a man of any degree of 
merit could hope to be ſo happy, as 
to eſcape the weight of envy, party, 
perſonal or national r ee yet 


to what purpoſe ſhould he write! To 


emulate the applauſe of ſuch writers 

as are now in vogue, were a mean, 
ignoble view. To write for the praiſe 
of this age! An age which hath no 


reliſh for any thing beyond the wit 


of profane {currility, or the forma- 
lity of a dry, unanimated difſerta- 
tion! To what purpole, unleſs to 
becomi deſpicable in his own eyes, 
and deteſtable to G op and goodneſs! 


10 
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To write for ſuch an age, were 
wicked; and to write againſt it, vain; 
at leaſt, vain to any other purpoſe, 


than the faint hopes of preſerving the 


few yet untainted, in their integrity ; 
and the fruitleſs fortitude of reproach- 
ing the reſt ; reproaching them,. at 
once, to their own reaſon, and to 
poſterity ; appealing to a tnbunal, 


which tho works they admire, will 


never reach ; or reach only to be 
dohdemned! 


AL joy to the applauded authors 


of ſuch an age, from the glory of 
ſuch admirers | and to ſuch admi- 
rers, from the bleſſings of ſuch au- 


diet They are well matched. I 
know nothing more truly pitiable than 
both ; he only excepted, that could 
envy either. But tho' none ſhould 
envy. their happineſs, all muſt 
Es lament * 
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xxxi The PRE AC E. 
lament their ſucceſs. I mean all who 
have any regard for religion, virtue, 
and true learning. They have in- 
deed gone on hitherto with ſurpriſing 
ſucceſs : it is but perſevereing a little 
longer, and the next age will ſee 
none tc reprove them. 63 
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I THANK Gon, I have lived to 
bear my teſtimony againſt them both ; 
againſt an age, where truth is either 
1 utterly deſpiſed, or treated in an in- 
famous manner! treated as if it were 

utterly incompatible with elegance and 

ſublimity ! as if the proper badges of | 
its majeſty diſgraced it las if that which 
| 5 gave it its efficacy, impaired its evi- 1 

ll. dence! Demonſtration, with theſe 
Wi men, loſes its very name and nature, 
Ii if it attempts ſubjects apparently ob- 
ll ſcure (where only it is wanted); and 
|| perhaps yet more, if it clears them; 


ren. if the leaſt light of genus 


ſhines |. 


- ſhines about it; for light, in this caſe, 


has all the effects of darknefs, upon 
eyes long accuſtomed to the dark : 
ſuch men can ſee no more about i it, 


but that it is new ; or ſome, perhaps 
moreſagacious and clear-{1ghted, may 
perceive it pretty : and, in exceſs of 
civility, pronounce it, ingenious, And 
in truth, that is going a great way 


with people, that are ſo little accu- 


ſtomed to any thing that can properly 


be called ny 


Ts nat deplorable ſtate of things, 


there are yet any of the clergy (as, 


Gop be praiſed, there are), who, 


neither deterred by difficulties and 


difcouragements, nor ſeduced by fa- 


vours, and the faſhion, till retain 


their zeal, their i integrity, and a true 


taſte; yet how few are they, and how 


faint! How unequal to the flood that 
drives againft them! How forced to 


You, II. b real 
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real or ſeeming compliances; and 


how frighted to diſſent W 


| ll Tus x right-thinking men are 
. = doubtleſs very good judges of a ri gh 
and a reaſonable conduct; but, at 
the ſame time, they very well know, 
that the moſt reaſonable conduct is 
not always the wiſeſt, with regard 
to this world ; is not the moſt direct 
road to fame and fortune. Prudential 
compliances, and humble applica- 
tions to great men (ſo men in preat 
ſtations will always be called), theſe 
are the reputed arts to riſe ! and if 
they really are ſo, and no merit will 
0 avail without them, there is no doubt 
ll! but they will duly be regarded by 
ql 1! uch as reſolve to become great, and 
Ill] think this the true way to be ſo. To 
Ill thoſe whom GOD hath formed to 
another way of thinking, who have 
confined their ideas of merit, to loyal- 
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ty, learning, religion, &c. duty is 
honour ; and the ſolid} . of a good 


conſcience, ſolid Ro. 


is is the ens of theſe men, 


to read of times, wherein true me- 


rit was accounted the true means of 
advancement; wherein ſecurities were 


| faid to be given for good abilities, 
not compliances; at leaſt, where 


theſe gifts of Gop were not regarded | 
as Juſt objections to advancement: 


1 will not take upon me to ſay, that 


theſe happy times are not ſuch; no- 


thing is more common, than bo fee 


the happieſt and beſt times more than 


N . negatively abuſed. 


Tas v have heard of times, where 
in writers, on the ſide of revealed 
2x religion, could inſpire indignation 
| againſt fin, and abhorrence of its 
abettors ; Wberein the ſame men who 
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had all imaginable regard for the rea- 


ſonable doubter, and candid i inquirer 


after t truth, li all imaginable con- 
tempt and abhorrence of the petulant 
caviller! and could paint out the 
turbulent, abandoned infidel, as the 
worſt 7 of ſociety | | the enemy of 


Gop and goodneſs | a wretch that 


lived not only to the ruin of the world, 


but to the diſgrace of human nature! 
an infection that ſhould be dreaded 


as a plague ! Alas! this infection | is 


now become familiar : : No men are 


better received, or more careſſed, 


than the moſt abandoned: nay, 


one would think, that, to be ſo, 


were the beſt recommendation. | 
This, I think, is undeniable: that to 
deſpiſe. principles, and laugh at re- 
ligion, is the very teſt, i not of 
true merit, at leaſt, of. good abilities Y 
and it is notorious, that men have 
riſen to great renown. on this fingle 
„ OOO 
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account, who had been — 


on every other. 


th this Nate, it is no wonder to ſee 


the very names and natures of things 
inverted; it is no wonder to ſee, that 


merit is demerit; and demerit, 


merit: ſo utterly regardleſs are we of 
that dreadful woe denounced by the 
| prophet againſt them, that call evil, 


good ; and good, evil ; that put dark- 


| 2 5 for 7 ight ; and light, for darkneſs 1 


Tux RR was a time, when human 
nature was believed to be corrupt; at 
leaſt, ſuſpected of ſome little partiali- 
ty (I had almoſt ſaid, prejudice) in 
favour of vice; and religion was 
then thought of ſome uſe, to ſecure 
men from the temptations of fin, and 
the ſeducements of their own hearts. 
To hear the diſcourſes, and read the 
writings, of the wiſe men of this age, 

b 3 one 
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one would be tempted to think, that 
religion were the terror of all othen in 
this world, which mankind ought moſt 
tobe afraid of; moſt upon their guard 5 
againſt; and that there was no one pro-ę— 
penſion in human nature, or prejudice 
incident to it, half ſo frogs, or ſo de- 
ſtructive, as thoſe that ſway them in 
favourof virtue, and the fear of Gop. 
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As this new, refined way of think- 
ing, is now predominant, it is no 
wonder, if ſome, even of the clergy, = 
are carried away with it: it is no 
wonder, if the loud din, and inceſſant 
clamour of prieſtcraft, prejudice, and 
perſecution (a clamour as loud, as if 


Ill. the tires of Smizhfield were never out, as 
| | jf every parſon in the land were an in- 
Il! quiſitor, and every gaol crouded with 
Il! heretics) have either confounded them 
l | „ conviction, that there is ſome 

I ground for all this outcry (againſt 
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The PR RY ACE. xxxix 
Al the evidence of demonſtration to 


the contrary); or, at leaſt, ſubdued 
them into fitence. 


In this fad ſituation, it is no won- 


der, if a truly Cbriſtian preacher is 


a character, not always met with in 
the clergy ; or a truly Chriſtian hear- 
er, among the laity. What can be 
more common, than to ſce men go 
to church (I mean ſome of thoſe few 


polite perſons, that ſometimes think 


it worth while to go thither), not to 


ſerveGop, to be inſtructed, to confeſs 


their fins, torepent, and be reclaimed; 
but merely as they go to other great 
aſſemblies, to be entertained ? And in 


| thiscaſe, it cannot be matter of much 


ſurprize, if ſome of the clergy ſtudy 


only how to make the entertainment 


as agreeable as they can; and for- 


get every higher praiſe, and nobler 


purpoſe of their profeſſion: if they 


b 4 Can 
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can preach preztily, or, at moſt, make 
a good moral diſcourſe, it is all they 
with, or their audicnce deſire. 


I wourD not be miſtaken; 1 
mean neither to reproach the clergy 


(there are many religious, learned, 
and truly Chri/tian preachers among 
them) ; nor to decry morality (there 
is no religion without it), My inten- 
tion is no more, than to exhort ſuch 
of that ſacred order, as may have 
forgotten their true character, to re- 
turn diligently to it; to beſeech them 
to remember, that the earneſt, the 


inſtructive preacher, the pathetic, the 


ſublime, che Chriſtian orator, theſe 
are the true charaQers of the miniſters 
of the goſpel: theſe are characters 
which will always be honourable and 


amiable, even in the eyes of their ene- 


mies; and perhaps not the leſs ſo, for 


being too often leſs advantageouſly 
ET dung 
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diſtinguiſhed than they deſerve: to 


put them in mind, to cry aloud, to lift 
up their voice like a trumpet, to fhew 
the people their tranſoreſſh ions, and the 
houſe of Facob their jms : to put them 


in mind, that tho morality is eſſen- 
tial to true religion, yet it is not the only 


thing a Chriſtian audience ſhould hear 


of. Should they hear nothing of the 


love and fear of Gop, the demerit of 


man, and the degeneracy of human 
nature, the redemption of the world, 


the merits and mediation of FeſusChrift, . 


the immortality of the ſoul, the reſur- 


rection, and the judgment of the laſt 
day! the importance of prayer, of pri- 
vate and of public worſhip! the impor- 
tance and efficacy of the Chriſtian or- 
dinances; and the indiſpenſable duty of 


an 3 and diligent attendance at 


the ſacrament of the Lo RD's ſupper ; 
theendleſs rewards of righteouſneſs, 


and retributions of guilt; the horrors of 
iniquity, 
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1 iniquity, even in this world, and the 
1 eternal torments that await it in the 
next! Are not theſe the beſt means 
and motives; the moſt effectual, the 
only effectual, motives to morality |! 
Knowing the terrors of the Lord (lays 
the apoſtle), we perſuade men, Will 
moral rectitude, and the beauty of virtue 
effectually govern the vices and paſſi- 
ons of ſuch beings as we are ? Will 
Iu. they controul ambition, ſubdue appe- 
1 tite, and arreſt revenge? Idle and igno- 
| rant! And therefore the beſt | canfayof 
theſe plauſible moraliſts, and their per- 
1 formances, is, what our Saviour ſaid of 
WU thoſe who zytbed mint and rue, and 
| FPeuaaſſed over JUDGMENT, and the TEA 
or Go: This ought ye to havedone; AND 


| NOT TO LEAVE THE OTHER UNDONE, 


Bur is this the worſt complaint 
that lies againſt the clergy, who are 
„ reported the great patrons of infidelity ?. 
10 who 


8 a EGO — 
; f — Ts 0 nn eons 
. 2 — — 
» — — 8 * . 
= — 0 s + 2 
— — - — * 


. a, LS” 
” p- Y 


* 5 1 
* q 
32 
bo % | 
* „ 
9 - 
5 * J : 
£7 
b 4 
9 
: *. 
ay 
POL 
8. - ov 
(6X 
3% 
Us tn 
8. 
Ce 
Te 
0) 
Fel 
yy 
3 
6 
745 
4 
PLN 
wo 
IS 
< _ 
* 
oy 
$I 
"$9 
AY 
2. 
vt 
F 
fy 
5 
* 


TYY 


The PRE Y Ae E. x11 


who are ſaid to encourage it by their 
filence, and countenance it by their 
coldneſs | who are charged with cry- 
ing up the light of nature, againſt the 


light of the goſpel! Whoſe preach- 


ing is ſaid to proclaim it, whoſe prin- 


ciples to infer it, unneceſſary! Pudes 


hec opprobria ! 


Ir theſe men are wrong-charged, 


as Chriſtian charity makes us hopethey 


are, the remedy 1s in their own hands: 
let them vindicate their innocence to 


the world : if they are true Chriſtians, 


and are not aſhamed of the goſpel and 
crols of Chri/?, let them ſpeak out. 


W:r.1they wait till the world grows 
worſe ? Docs it need to grow worle ? 
Are not the greateſt crimes that can 
benamed, perpetrated and defended ? 
perpetrated with impunity,and defend- 
ed with applauſe, from the influence 


of 


Xliv en 


of thoſe very principles, which they are 
believed either to embrace, or to abet 


I ſhall not deſcend to particulars ; : 
the detail were dreadful ! 


Ix men N 8 abet te principles, 
imagine themſelves not accountable 
to their Maker, are they not accoun- 


table to their king and country, for 
all the evils derived upon ſociety, by 
thoſe immoralities they cauſe or in- 


creaſe ? and for the murder of ſub- 


jects and fellow citizens, the avowed 


effects of theſe doctrines? 


Ir theſe mortals only murdered, 
each himſelf, or his ride, fide, 


perhaps, might imagine, that the 


world were better without them; and 
Chriſtian charity might hope, that Gop 
permitted them to incur this guilt, in 


prevention of greater: but to murder 


innocent children (without the infſu- 
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'The Proms xv 
ence of ſuperſtition) in cold blood, 


upon a principle of duty; nay, of 


humanity! is an horror, till now, un- 


heard of! an, horror unknown to 
El heatheniſm | 


T of hat iii will theſe do- 
ctrines drive us! if this be the humanity 


of free-thinking, what is cruelty ? Can 


any man conſider this, and not be 


ſtruck with that reflection of Solomon, 


A ri ighreous mu regardeth the life of 
his beaſt ; but the tender mercies of the 


wicked are eruel? And yet could 
we imagine it ended here, could it 


terminate only in murder, it might be 
borne. 


5 others are calm under theſe ca- 


E lamities, 0 r my own part, 1 neither 


envy, nor upbraid, their ſerenity, 


They will, IJ hope, forgive the infir- 
mity of meaner mortals, who cannot 
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Avi The PA on 
ſee the ruins of infidelity without 
horror! who cannot ſurvey the de- 

ſtruction of the giddy, the ſerifual, 


the ambitious, the unwary world 


around them, with a cold unconcern. 
Methinks it is but a poor conſolation 


to a Chriſtian ſpirit, to be innocent of 
the evils it beholds. And if others 


can delight and glory in them, Go 
forgive them] And yet upon reffection, 


ſure the y have but little room to glory 


in the ruin they have wrought ! for, 


beſidge i horror of ſo helliſh a ſatiſ- 
{acuon, is it not poſſible they may be 


permitted by Gop to work theſe evils 


in the world for their {ins (to fill up 


the meaſure of their iniquity !), as 


others to endure them for theirs ? 
But what does this infer ? More worth, 


or more vileneſs Alas, the ſeverity 
of the chaſtiſement no way infers the 
dignity of the ſcourge! Tho they have 


105 with the Proud homer! in 1/aiah 


(c. x. 
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The PR EF ACE. xlvi 
(c. x. 1, &c.), By the firength of my 
hand ] have * it, and by my wiſdom; 


for I am prudent : I have removed 


the bounds of the people, and have rob- 


bed their treaſures; and, as one gatber- 


eth eggs that are left, have I gathered 


all the earth ; and there was none that 
moved the wing, or opened the mouth, 


or peeped: yet may we reply upon 


them with the prophet, Shall the ax 


boaſt itſelf againſt} him that heweth 
therewith ? as if the rod ſhould ſhake 


ſelf againſt them that lift it up ; as 
if the ſtaff ſhould 5 up "elf as if i it 


were no wood. 


Wx theſe inſtruments, the pro- 
phet ſpeaks of, ſenſible to monition, 
it were eaſy to acquaint them with 


their intrinſic worth; to let them 


know, that they were, at beſt, but 
braſs and wood; their miſchlels 


mighty | but their materials, mean. 
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Diſſertation I. : \,-., 
Of the forbidden fruit: 1 


NOWLEGE of the fruits of ' 
paradiſe abſolutely nereſſary for Wi 
Adam's preſervation, p. 2. This 1 
knowlege given to him by Cod. bi 

bp. 3. The words, dying, thou 100 

| ſhalt die, explained, p. 4: Revelation neceſ= 1 

ſary, ibid. How Adam could be made mortal 

| und ſinful, by eating an apple, confiſtently with 

divine juſtice, p. 5, 6. And by neceſſary con- 2 

ſequence fromthe nature of things, p. 6, to 10 


Vol. II. 3 4 


$ 4 
2 * 
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The Convemns. p 


Diflertation II, 


; or the knowlege of the brute world Sy 
to Adam, 


This knowlege neceſſary, that the creatures 
might be uſeful to Adam, p. 11. The goodne 120 
of Ged required it to be given, ibid. The 
conſequence, Revelation neceſſary, p. 12, 13. 
Dominion over the creatures abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary to Adam's well-being ; as alſo the know- 


lege, that he had this dominion, p. 13, to 16. 
The queſtion how the ſerpent could deceive Eve, 
diſcuſſed, p. 16, 17, 18. She ſaw him gat the 
fruit, and aſcribe his power of ſpeech and 
reaſon to the eating of it, p. 16. This matter 
briefly related, and ſit it ſhould : there was a 
neceſſity, that the conference ſhould be ſhort, 
P. 17, 18. What was neceſſarily implied in 
it, p. 19, to 22. That Eve ſaw the ſerpent 
eat the fruit, and aſcribe his power of ſpeech 
and reaſon to it, demonſtrated, p. 23, 24. 
© Why Eve expreſſed no ſurprize at hearing a 


| nt ſpeak, ö P. 44, 40-87. 


Diſſertation III. 


The knowlege of marriage given to Adam. 


The inſeparable union of one man with one 
0084; 4 law of nature, p. 28. This law 


22 


: - 2 - 8 

r 

G : „ _— 
* Ne Re Mom, ON EN rr en 8 8 
r W Hs WWW A 
8 T oO 
Es x Sn GELS 2 ee eee VF. Fad 
2 e . n NN ES ' - oh A 5 2 e mw : F 


R 
= 
2 
Bo 
BY 
AY 
SI + 
20 4 
* 2 
Re 
* 2 
8 
* 2 
Wwe. 
2 
TOE” 
3 2 
F345 
0. 23 
IM 
SINE 
N 
FG 
A 
. 
. 
4 
2 9 
*> . 
bell 
LE? 
FR 2 
We 
x 
2” 
9 
; 28 
8 
> 
4 
TT, 
DS: 
x 
* 
* 
37s 
Var 
HS 
* 
z wo 
* 
* 
q 
12 
8 
- 
4 
£ 
= 


impoſſible to be known to Adam, but by Reve- 
lation, p. 29, to 32. This revelation confirmed 


from Mat. xix. p. 32, 33. Probaby given 
as a pofitive inſtitution, p. 33. ſo regarded by 
his ſons, and yet a law of nature, ibid. The. 


conſequence ; poſitive inſtitutions not t9 be re- 


jetted, ibid. 


Diſſertation V. 
Of the {kill of language infuſed into Adam, 
This ill neceſſary to man as a ſociable 


creature, p. 34. The uſe of ſpeech not from 
nature; a paſſage in Herodotus conſidered, 


p. 35. Adam, not endowed with it by God, 


had been in a worſe condition than a brute, 
p. 36, 37. Probably could not attain the 
euds of his being, p. 37, 38. Therefore the 


Moſaic account, that it was given, true, p. 39. 


An inference from the precedent reaſonings; 


five e Rvelations now proved neceſſary in the 


utmoſt ſuppoſed perfection of human nature, 


the main doctrine of infidelity is vverthrown, 


even upon the avowed principles of infidels. 
The neceſſary conſequence is, that revelation ts 


now more neceſſary, p. 39, to 41. The inſo- 


lence of infidelity inexcujable, P. 42. 
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Diſſertation V. 
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Of the revelations which immediately fol- | 
lowed the fall, = 


This account neceſſarily obſcure, and why ; 
this obſcurity a fair preſumption of Moſes's Þ 
veracity, p. 43, to 46. The ſentence paſſed | 


upon Adam and Eve, p. 46, 47. To them Ja 
dreadful, ibid. Some ſtay of hope in this ex- | © 
tremity, neceſſary, p. 48. This hope to be de- A 
duced from that ſentence paſſed upon the ſer- | © 
pent; that ſentence not to be underſtood lite. © 
rally, p. 49, 50. The ſerpent's curſe conſidered, | Pu 
p. 51, 52. That, in fact, be is curſed, p. 53, pl 
The curſe, now executed upon the ſerpent, . of Ve 
great uſe to Adam and Eve, p. 54, 55. Wiy © fa 
the curſe upon the ſerpent ought to be under 5 
ſtood to refer to Satan, p. 56. The ſtyle of the | "9 
Scripture, in calling Satan the ſerpent, juſti- | 7 
fied, ibid. and p. 57. How Adam and Eve | * 
could have any idea of ſpirits, p. 57, 58. And : 


of this ſpirit in particular, p. 59. How they 
could find the true ſenſe of the ſentence paſſed 1 F. 
upon the forpent, p. 60, to 63. The objeetion i 


to this way of interpreting, in the letter to Dr. 1 
Wate land, ci ed, p. 64, to 67. Believers 1 
require no more than that Moſes ſhould be in- 2 
terpreted in the ſame candid and rational way > 2 
with all other writers, p. 67, to 69. 1, 
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| Diſſertation VI. 


0 bY | 
. 
x 
1 
3 , 
1 
* 
* : 
*. . 
1 
8 
FR = 
43, 
N 
Rn” 
3: 290 
3A * 
3. al 
Mp 
by”) 
"a 
7 25 4 
58 
a 5 . 
92 
9 
2 
ay 
8 1 
Eh 
N 
85 
2 
1 
. 
Ny 
Cas 
4 
7 
wy 
* 
* 
4 
4 


Concerning ſome difficulties and objections 
that lie againſt the Moſarc account of the 
fall, | 


Why God puniſhed the evil ſpirit under the 
figure of the ſerpent, p. 70. This puniſhment 
abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the deluſion of 
Adam and Eve, in relation bo a principle of 
evil, p. 71. The figure of the ſerpent, the 
only one under which Satan could properly be 

puniſhed, p. 73, 74. Why the ſerpent was 
puniſhed, being incapable of guilt, p. 75. The 
perfection of the creatures Lag for the 
fake of man, p. 75, 76. The a of 

evil to be puniſhed in manifeſtation of Go 
abborrence of guilt, p. 76, 77. This puniſh- 
ment no injury ta the creatures, p. 77. The 
 2rfdom and goodneſs of God greatly manifeſt 
ed in the puniſhment of the ſerpent, P: 79, 
to 82, A hard queſtion put to unbelievers, 
p. 82. Why the tempter chaſe to work his de- 
luſion by the organs of the ſerpent, p. 83, 84. 
May our firj parents were puniſhed for yield- 
ing to this deluſion, p. 84, to 86. Why this 
enſtance of obedience was exacted, and this 
temptation thrown in their way, when God 
new they would tranſgreſs, p. 86, to 91. All 
diſſiculties on this head cleared: paradiſe not 
made in vain, ibo it ſhould have laſted but 
c 3 one 


liv The CoNTEN TS. 

one day, p. 91, to 93. Objeftions to the con- 
duct of God on this occaſion anſwered, p. 91, 
to 96. The objections from Cicero, filly, p. 
95, to 98. Thoſe from Joſephus, li- grounded, 
p. 98, 99. 


Diſſertation VII. 


Some farther difficulties relating to the fall 


cConſidered. 


The ſerpent's ſentence conſidered, p. 100, &c. 
His eating of duſt, p. 105. The woman's ſen- 
' Fence confidered, p. 107. Sorrow from con- 
ception peculiar to woman, p. 107, 108. Her 


ſorrow and her conceptions greatly multiplied. 


above thoſe of any other creature, p. 109, 110. 
Tafidels cbliged to tell us how this comes to paſs, 
otherwiſe than from the curſe upon Eve, men- 
_ tioned by Moſes, p. 110, 111. The latter 
part of the woman's ſentence confidered, viz. 
ber jubjettion to her husband, p. 112. Demon- 
ſtrably the effect: of a curſe, p. 113. The 
ſentence paſſed upon Adam, confidered, ibid. to 
p.115. A ſurugy of the ſtate of our firſt pa- 
rents in paradiſe : that ſtate the happieſt and 


| beſt that wiſdom could wiſh, or imagination 
form : the only condition of human exiſtence, 


every-way worthy of God, p. 116, to 118. 
This account of the creation worthy a writer 
inspired of God; and ſuch as no mortal could 


deviſe, p. 118. Why Adam fell, and how he 


could 


The ContienTs ly 
could fall by eating an apple, re-conſidered, p. 


119, 120, Eve's intemperance regarded know- 


lege, not food; and was the conſequence of 


that perfection in which (he was created, 
p. 121, 122. Every objection againſt this re- 
velation an argument of its truth, p. 123. 
Diſſertation VIII. 
Of ſacrifices, 


In this diſſertation ſacrifices are evinced, 


bath from reaſon and ſcripture, to be of divine 
inſtitution; and that by ſuch a plain chain of 
reaſoning, as is obvious to every capacity, 


p. 124, to 155. 
Diſſertation IX. 


Concerning that corruption and degeneracy. 


of mankind, which drew down the diving 
judgment in a deluge, 7 Jae 


The fate of the world, and methods of 


divine mercy with mankind, from the creation 
% the flood, conſidered, p. 156, to 162. 4 
general inquiry how man became ſo corrupt in 
| ſo ſhort @ ſpace, p. 162, to 165. The de- 
truction by the flood juſtified, p. 165. 1hbe 


chief particular cauſe of this corruption, p. 167 
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Diſſertation X. 


Concerning the natural cauſes made oſe of by 
| Almighty God to flood the earth. 


The deluge eaſily accounted for from the 


Moſaic account of the ſtate of the earth imme- 


diately after the creation, compared with the 
ſubſequent & cripture-accounts, both of the 
creation and deluge, p. 174, to 182. The 
Iights of natural phi 2 phy upon this head, 

P. 1 82, to 186. 


Diſſertation XI. 


| Concerning the ends of divine W anſwered 


by the deluge. 5 


The deluge a laſting proof of the provi dence 
of Ged in the puniſhment of guilt, p. 187, 188. 
The unreaſonableneſs of infidels, p. 1 88, to 1 90. 
The deluge poſſible upon the principles of 1 natu- 
ral philoſophy and aſtronomy, p. 191, 1992. 
Proved from the preſent flate of the earth, p. 
192, 193. This ftate beſt accounted for from 


zhe Moſaic account of the deluge, p. 194, 10 


196. Infidels reduced 70 rey dilemma upon 
by 5 head, p. 196, 197. The objettion from 


particular. deluges diſcuſſed, p. 198, 199. 
Another end of the deluge was, to take off the 
eurſe from the earth, pP. 1 99 to 204. The 
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The Sonrz urs, pi 
ſuppoſition of but a ſmall number of men then 


In the world, erroneous, p. 205. How the 
curſe mpſt be taken off the earth at this time, 
farther explained, p. 207. How the upper 
ſtrata of the earth could be waſhed off by rains, 
and rocks new-formed, ibid. to p. 211. 


Diſſertation XII. 


Objections to the Moſaic account of the de- 
luge, and this application of it, conſidered. 


The objection, that man ſtill toils, and the 
earth is fill curſed with thorns and thiſtles, 
anſwered, p. 212, to 215. That the rainbow 
was the moſt proper fignal of a covenant never 
more to deſtroy the earth by a deluge, p. 215, 
to 219. This confirmed from the tradition of 

antiquity, in relation to Iris, P. 219, 220. 


Diſſertation XIII. 


Of the concurrence of all antiquity with the 
Moſaic account of the deluge. 


This diſſertation contains and compares thoſe 
teſtimonies of antiquity which are cited by Jo- 
ſephus and Euſebius pon this point; and places 
the characters of thoſe two great men in their 
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Diſſertation XIV. 


Ol other teſtimonies relating to the deluge. 


TJye Greek mythology upon this point conſi- 
ed, p. 244, to 248. The r of 

Plato, Plutarch, and Lucian, p. 248, to 250. 1 
The teſtimonies of Fabius Pictor, Pliny, and C 
Ammianus Marcellinus, p. 2.50, to 254. The =. 
names of countries, mountains, and rivers, as 
alſ9 the inſcriptions of coins confirming the 
fame thing, p. 255, 256. An abſtract of Fal- 
conerius s drſertations upon two particular 
coins relating to the deluge, with the impreſſes 
and inſcriptions of thoſe coins, p. 257, to 284. 


Diſſertation XV. 


Some difficulties relating to Nabe ark 
conſidered. 


Relating t0 the contents aud duration of it. 
Theſe points ſufficiently cleared and atteſted, 
as alſo new objections, relating to the flood, re- = 
moved, p. 262, to 276. The evidences relate- exe 
ing to the flood . up in a ſhort perora- 0777 
tion, p. 3765 to 278. p.c 
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Diſſertation . 


Of the grant of animal food made to Noah 


af cer the flood. 


E. IS grant reſtrained, blood excepted, 
Pp. 1,'2. The ſeven precepts of the 

"Lf 5 D /; 15 of Noah, p. 3. The exception 
CRE of the bleed intended fo prevent 

| ernetty, p. 4. The method taken in this diſ- 
FE ſertation, p. 8. Eating of blood probibited, 
Ev, 1 be blood appointed to make atone- 
ment, p. II, to 14. A difficulty upon this 
point confidered, p. 14, to 16. Other reaſons 
of the prohubition of eating blood, p. 7, &c, 
Blood an a food, b. 11. 1 objeftion 
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Ix The CoN TEN TS. 


Zo this opinion anſwered, p. 22. Eating blood Ty 


a cauſe of ſcorbutic . habits, p. 22, Fleſp 


drained of the blood more ſalutary and uſeful, | © 


p. 23. Luxury prohibited by the prohibition of 


things ft rangled, P. 23, to 25. Eating blood | Z 
gave occaſion to idolatry, as well as cruelty, p. 
25. The goodneſs of God in prohibiting it, | © 
p. 26. This prohibition till reſts upon Chri- 

| ftians, 27, &c. | ; 4 ai 


1 Diſſertation II. 


The apoſtolic decree about blood, &c. not 
temporary, p. 34, 35. The objeftion, that 
ſacrifices were a type of Chriſt, conſidered, 


p. 35, 36. The objection, that blood is eaten 


in all fleſh, conſidered, p. 37, 38. Blood, and 
things ſtrangled, prohibited under the denomi- 
nation of neceſſary things, p- 40, &c. Tj he 
apoſtolic decree did not reſpect the Jewiſh 
proſelytes, p. 43, &c. The objection, that the 
apoſtolic decree reſpected not the queſtion 
debated, confidered, p. 48, 49. The object ion, 


that it reſpected only thoſe to whom it was | | 
directed, p. 49, 51. The objection, (p. 51.) 


that the necetlity of this decree is now ceaſed, 
p. 53, Sc. The obſection from theſe words, 


Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth 
the man, conſidered, p. 54, &c. The objection 
from St. Peter's viſion, conſidered, p. 59, to 


61. St. Paul's permiſſion to eat whatever 1s 


ſold intheſhambles, &c. conſidered, p. 61, &c, 
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The Co NT RENTS. . ln 
The objection from the defeftiveneſs of the 
text, p. 66. The importance of the prohibi- 
tions contained in this decree, p. 68. Such 
minute prohibitions not unworthy of God, p. 69. 
A ſummary peroration, p. 73, &c. " 


Diſſertation III. 
oOf the building of Babe. 


No neceſſity of confining even the beginning 


of this work to the time of Peleg's birth, p. 81, 


82. The method taken in this diſſertation, p. $2. 
The teſtimonies of Herodotus and Arrian con- 
cerning this tower, p. 83. Its firength and 
ſuppoſed founders, p. 84, 85. th, 

the antient chronology it could not be built in 
that early age by the power or wealth of one man, 


p. 85, to 88. Ujon the foot of Sir Iſaac 
Newton's correction of antient chronology, the 
heathen ſuppoſed founders of this tower had 
no being till long after Moſes, p. 88. A re- 
_ markable paſſage in Diodorus, p. 89. The ends 


propoſed from building this tower, p. go, &c. 
Theend propoſed by God in defeating this project, 
p. 97, &c. The objection, that increaſe of men 
muſt cauſe a variety of tongues, con/idered, 


p. 104, &c. The Moſaic account of this tower 


confirmed by antiquity, p. 110, to 112. 


Diſſer- 


pon the foot of 


YE anon TEAR; F 83 PS. 
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| wm The Con TEN Ts. 
| Diſſertation TV. 
[ Concerning the predictions relating to Iſhmael, 


Theſe predictions recited, p. 115, 116. 
Explained, p. 116, &c. His character con- 
tinued in bis deſcendants, p. 120, &c. The 
 predietions concerning Iſhmael confidered in 
ther order ; the Arabians deſcended from him, 
p. 122, &c. Why Alexander meditated an 
expedition againſt the Iſhmaelites, p. 130, 
Their condition from thence to Trajan, p. 130, 
to 134. Trajan's expedition againſt them, p. 


The great prophecy concerning Iſhmael ful- 
filled, p. 147, to 149. 7015 Prophecy beyond 
the reach of human foreſight, and cos 

Differtation V. 
Of Circumciſion. 


7 bis rite injoined Abraham, p. 151. The 
reaſon of it, p. 152. The method of this dij- 


obtain among mankind from divine inſtitution, 
p. 157, &c. Other pretended reaſons of it 
confidered, p. 159, 160. The true reaſons 
it, p. 161, &c. Objections to tbe 160. 

inſti- 
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134, &c. Severus“ expedition, p. 139, &c. 


contra- 


dictory to principles of policy, p. 149, &c. 


fertation, p. 156. Circumcafion could only 
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The ConTtaneys: Ixiii Mi. 
inflitution of this rite from Sir John Mar- Wl. 
ſham, conſidered, p. 167, &c. This rite not il! 
in uſe with the Egyptians from the beginning, 1 
p. 175. The conceſſions of Philo and Joſephus _ 11/5 
> on this head conſidered, p. 179, &c. An ob- 10 

jection on this head, from a late author of 1 
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great fame, p. 183. A conjecture why cir- _ 

cumciſion was appointed on the eighth day, p. 119 
N | dy » 0 | 0 6 4 | 
186. This rite probably not in uſe with the "hl 


| Egyptians af the time of Moſes's birth, p. 187. 
= The origin of this rite among the Egyptians 4 
F -ccounted for, p. 189, &c. 


Diſſertation VI. 
Of the deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 1 


The method of this diſſertation, p. 200. = 

One great end of recording the converſation 9 

in relation to the deſtruction of Sodom, ibid. j 
&c. Abraham's conduct in this converſation 
criticized, p. 203, & . Another reaſau of 
recording this converſation, p. 210, &c. A 
great end attained by the antecedent communi- 
cation of God's purpoſe to deſtroy Sodom, p. 
215, &c, Teſtimonies of antiquity in relation 

to Abraham, p. 216. Another end of gecord- \ if 
ing the hiſtory of the deſtruction of Sodom, p. 1 
224. Heathen teſtimonies relating to the de- 15 
truction of Sodom, p. 224. Of the pillar of 1147 
| /alt into which Lots wife was changed, p.226, 
„ . e 
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&c. The fable of Niobe and Orpheus pro- 
bably derived from this hiſtory, p. 229. 


Diſſertation VIL. 


Of the command given to Abraham to ſacri- 
flice his ſon: 


A renſon of the revilings againſt Abraham, 
p. 234. The method of this difſertation, p. 
235. This command not unjuſt; p. 236; The 
aſſertion of an eminent writer on this point 
examined, p. 237, &c. This command given 
in trial of Abraham's faith, p. 241, 242. 
The goodneſs of God in giving it, p. 243, &c. 
Abraham's obedrence ſuch as became 4 wiſe 
and a good man, p. 246, 247. The merit of 
Iſaac 's obedience, p. 248, 249. The great ob- 
jection of the adverſaries conſidered, p. 250, 
&c. Another objection, p. 252. A ſhort 
View of the argument in favour of this com- 


mand, 4.8 Pp. 257. 
Diſſertation VIII. 


A fhort recapitulation of the precedent 
diſſertation, p. 259. The objeftion, that A 
religion commanding parents to ſacrifice their 
children cannot come from G op, confidered, 
p. 262. Abraham's *condud on this occaſion, 
compared with other extraordinary occaſions, 

| p. 264. 
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The CoN TEN TS. Ix 
p. 264. How Abraham could know, that 
this command came from God, p. 266, &c. 
The objection, that Abraham obeyed without 
the leaſt heſitation, or expoſtulation, con/1- 
dered, p. 277. Contradictory objections urged 
againſt Abraham, p. 280. This command 


equally calculated to prevent human ſacri- 
fices, or to aboliſh them, p. 282. A ſummary 


view of the whole argument, p. 288, A fhort 
view of four revelations conſidered in this pe- 
riod, : p. 291. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


vs EI, 26K T lk bein objected to the firſt 
1 B/Z2 0 part of this work, that the write- 
8 2 ings of Moſes are there conſidered 
GENT; as divinely inſpired, without be- 
ing firſt proved to be ſo. But 


this objection ariſes from not rightly attending 


2 
2 We - ©.9 


to the title of the book; in which it is not 


propoſed to examine the Revelations given, but 
declared to be given. 


Taz author obſerved two things mainly 
inſiſted upon, in the writings of thoſe great 
men who now govern the world. The firſt 
was, That Revelation never was neceſſary : 
the ſecond, That the Revelations pretended to 
be laid down in the Scriptures, are loaded with 


abſurdities. 


1 THESE 


Ixviii 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tus E two points he conſidered with all 
the attention he could ; and the conſequence 
of this conſideration was, that he found Reve- 
lation to be neceſſary (as far as he went) 
in every inſtance mentioned by Moſes, i. e. 
in all thoſe points wherein Mo/es tells us it 
was given ; That Revelation was abſolutely 
neceſſary, even in the utmoſt ſuppoſed per- 


fection of human nature. And he takes 


upon him to ſay, that he hath demon- 
ſtrated this, in the ſeveral inſtances of food, 
language, knowlege of the creatures, and 
dominion over them. And if Revelation was 


neceſſary in the utmoſt ſuppoſed perfection 


of human nature, the neceſſary conſequence 


is, that it was more neceſſary in its dege- 


neracy. 


IN the next place, he found theſe Revela- 


tions recorded by Mes, upon a due inquiry, 
clearly acquitted of abſurdity to every think- 


ing, intelligent reader; and he hath ſhewn 
them to be fo; and that, in truth, the 
imputations with which they are loaded, are 


the manifeſt effects of abſurdity, and groſs 


ignorance, in the imputers. 


MEN quarrel with the reſtraints there 
ſaid to be laid on our firſt parents, In 


anſwer to this, he hath clearly ſhewn, 


that ſome reſtraint was for the intereſt of 
our 
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INTRODUCTION. IxXIix 


our firſt parents; and was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, in token of dependence; and that no 
reſtraint could be more rational, than that 


recounted by Moſes, in a ſtate where moral 
reſtraints could not take place, or were not 


wanted. 


MOSES repreſents Adam endowed with 


the knowlege of marriage, according to the 


law of nature. Adam could have that know - 
lege only from inſpiration; nor could Moſes 


ſay he had it otherwiſe than by inſpira- 


14 tion: inaſmuch as he himſelf, in all human 
| probability, had it not; as, by Gop's blefling, 


ſhall be ſhewn hercafter. 


| MOSES repreſents Eve as deluded by a 
ſerpent to eat the forbidden fruit, from the 


hopes of acquiring more knowlege. That 
temptation hath been proved to be the 


ſtrongeſt and the wiſeſt that could be deviſed. 


It hath been clearly ſhewn, that ſhe ſaw the 


ſerpent eat the fruit, and become vocal and 


rational, as ſhe thought, by eating it; and 


that, upon- this ſuppoſition, her hopes of 


approaching the divine perfection in know- 


lege, were well founded. 80 that this 
ſcheme of deception, tho' at firſt fight ſeem- 


| ingly abſurd, was, in truth, the wiſeſt, the 
| moſt ſubtil ſpirit of hell could invent; and, 
| conſequently, far above the power of Moſes 
to deviſe, 


Ir 


— .... 


xx INTRODUCTION. 


Ir was alſo ſhewn, that Adam ad Eve 
had, in the curſe of the ſerpent, a demonſtra- 


tion, that this deluſion was wrought by a ſpirit 
of ſuperior ſubtilty, acting by the — of 


the ſerpent. 


MOSES repreſents Gop, as inflicting a 


culiar curſe upon Eve, on this occaſion; 


and it hath been ſhewn, that this curſe Rill 


reſts upon her daughters. And if the proofs, 
offered on that head are thought defective, 


or inconcluſive, the author here declares, that 


he ſhould be glad to ſee a fair effort from the 
infidel world to confute them, 


MOSES repreſents the ſacrifice of Abel 


as accepted with approbation by Almighty 
G op (a ſuppoſition much ridiculed by liber- 
tines ). The author of Revelation Examined 


| hath demonſtrated, that ſacrifices were of di- 


vine inſtitution; and that many ends of infi- 
nite wiſdom and goodneſs were anſwered by 
that inſtitution. A demonſtration as clear as 


any 1n Euclid. 


N OSES affirms, that Gop deluged the 
world. The fact hath been proved in the 


firſt part of this work, by ſuch complicated 


and accumulated evidence, as, I believe, no 


_ Infidel will attempt to averthraze, Moſes, 


then, 18 demonſtrated to be a true hiſtorian; 
and 


aa if he is found faithful in the relation of 


facts, of all others the leaſt credible, and cir- 


cumſtances above the power of human wiſdom 
to deviſe, it is incumbent upon the adverſaries 
of revelation, to tell us, how he could have 
this knowlege, otherwiſe than by inſpiration. 
It is evident he muſt have it, either by inſpi- 
ration, or ſuch tradition as demonſtrates its 
own truth : and either way his veracity is 
thus far eſtabliſhed. - : 


How far he is credible in his ſubſequent 


relations; I mean, how far he is evinced to be 
ſo, in the following diſſertations; the reader 
will beſt judge for himſelf. 


REVE- 
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REVELATION 
EXAMINED, Ge. 


V OL. d II. x7 


Diss ERTATION I. 


CG oncerning the grant of animal food 


made 70 Noah after the flood. 


E learn from the ninth 2 grant 
chapter of Geneſis, that 


of dominion over the animal 
world, given to Adam, was in- 


larged to Noah; the creatures being now 
granted to him, and, in him, to mankind, for 
| food; but oranted, however, under this plain 


reſtriction, that they ſhould not eat the blood 


with the fleſh. This appears from the third 


and fourth verſes of that chapter: verſe 3. 
Every moving thing that livetb, ſhall be meat 


J fer you; even as the green herb, have I given 


Vo L. II. a you 


ſoon after the flood, the charter 


| 2 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


if you all things, Here is the grant: after that 
| immediately follows the reſtriction ; But feſl 
1 with the life thereof, which is the blocd theres 
i all you not eat, Here you fee the grant i; 
Ui limited; and this limitation plainly teaches us, 
fl that tho' man was allowed to eat the fleſh of 
Wy the creatures, yet he was not. allowed to eat 
| 5 the blood with it. 


Now one obvious apparent reaſon of this 
reſtriction, is, to prevent unneceſſary cruelty 
in the uſe of the creatures. 'Tho' Gop, in 
His goodneſs, allowed us to eat them, yet the 
"fame goodneſs would not allow us to be wan- 
tonly cruel, or brutal, in their deſtruction ; 
would not allow us to devour them piecc- 
meal, or to eat them alive, like wolves and 
Wo 3 tygers; but required, that we ſhould firſt diſ- 
| patch them, by draining the blood from them : 
it 5 and this ſeems to be the ſenſe of the Fes 
i upon this text, when they tell us, that it pro- 
ll! hibits the limb of a living creature : for if pro- 
lf hibiting the limb of a living creature, be not 
a prohibition of cruelty to the creature, it is 
Cexrtainly a prohibition of no ſenſe, or“ ſigni- 
; "CY. -- 


If! i” 3 A 1 

it þ d“ Legem, gue eft, Gen. ix. 4. paſt diluwium datam humans 
1 « generi, quam vulgo nunc inter pretantur Judæi de membro 

1 48 animalis vivi non edendo, wetu/tzores intellaxere de non edenda 


| 4 carne ſimul cum ejus ſanguine. DManifefters id facit Joſepb. 1 — 
[ « Hiſt. 1. 4. verſiones LXX. Aquile & Symmachi. Et fic fein- | 
| 8 « t Rab. Auan.“ Cc. Grotius in Ada Apoſt. c. xv. 7 3 wo 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 3 


Ir is a fundamental doctrine with them &, 


that Revelations were given to mankind, from 
the beginning; that Go p gave Adam ſix 
grand principal precepts, by which to conduct 
” his life, and govern ſociety: and theſe, they 
ſay, are the fundamental principles of the law 
of nature, and are as follow: 


Firſt, To abſtain from idola- The ſeren 


try. Secondly, To bleſs the Name Fes of 
of Gon; or, as others expreſs it, Noah. 

to abſtain from malediction of the Divine 
Name. Thirdly, To abſtain from murder. 
Fourthly, From adultery, or the pollution of 
impure mixtures. Fifthly, From theft. And 
fixthly, To appoint judges to be guardians of 
theſe precepts ; or, in general, to preſerve pub- 
lic juſtice : and that to theſe fix, given to 
Adam, a ſeventh was added to Noah, viz. To 
abſtain from the limb of a living creature. 


Not that it was lawful to eat the limbs of liv- 


ing creatures before Noah ; ſor it always was 
unlawful before the flood (Go p not having 
then granted the animal world to man for 


3 food); but becauſe, upon the inlargement of 


the firſt right of dominion over the creatures, 
when they were granted to man for food, un- 


C———— 


7 A 


Vid. Selen de jure nat. & gent. juxta ſent. Heb. I. 1. 


C0. 30+ 
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der the limitation now mention'd, this precept 
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4 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


to Noah was added to the fix before given to 
Adam, And theſe ſeven precepts they cal], 
The ſeven preceps of the ſons of Noah, that is 
the rules, which all the deſcendants of Neal 

were obliged to obſerve; and, conſequently, 
the obſervance of which they exacted from all 
the Gentiles which dwelt among them. 
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. ſcended of Noah, were bound to the ſame ob- 
ſervances, yet were they tied down to other 
I ordinances, and reſtraints, beſides theſe. Such 

| as, circumciſion, derived from Abraham ; ; and 

the precepts of the law, derived from Moſes; 
from which other nations were exempted: 
but the ſeven precepts of the ſons of Noa} 


Mi As for themſelves, tho' they alſo, as de- 
| 
| 


were rules of duty, which the whole race of fo 

4 mankind were obliged to obſerve, in common re 
1 with them. 1 

[JF cr 

iſ b) 

1 WurrHER the Fews are right in theſe opi- . 
= nions, is not now my concern to inquire: my 

If chief view in recounting them, is, to let the 

i reader ſee, that, in their ſenſe, a new Revela- Fe 

tion was now neceflary. That it was ſo, in 5 

other reſpects, does not appear; foraſmuch 4 


The Iimitsti. 48 Noah, being a prophet, and 7 
on in the grant preacher of righteouſneſs, muſt be |» 
to Nah in- preſumed ſufficiently acquainted WW «© 
wtf ang with the Divine Will; and ſuffi- 
5 ciently enabled to inſtruct his chil- 
dren in it. But thus much, I think, muſt be al- 
lowed, 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 5 


1 lowed, that a new grant required a new Reve- 
> © lation; alſo, that infinite wiſdom and . 2: yo 
* 75 required, that this grant ſhould be limited, 

0 Non can we reaſonably doubt this, 

If we conſider, that, when Gop gave 
man a right to the creatures for food, he fore- 
b. faw that this indulgence would many ways be 

abuſed; and therefore guarded againſt that 
5 abuſe, as a wile legiſlator ſhould, by ſuch a 
« prohibition, as, if obſerved (as he intended it), 
„ would effectually prevent it. He knew that 
. dhe earth was full of violence, i. e. of cruelty 
„aud outrage, before the flood; and that this 
f right now given, of deſtroying the creatures 
| for food, would, if not wiſely tempered and 
"= reſtrained, naturally tend to inflame men to 
| cruelty; that the beſt way to prevent this, was, 
by prohibiting all unneceflary cruelty in the 
exerciſe of that right, 
F B Es 10 Es this, upon the grant of dominion 
f over life, there was an apparent neceſſity of 
eſtabliſhing a clear diſtinction between the lives 
| of brutes, now granted for food, and the lives 
: of men, made ſacred, by the ſeal of their Ma- 


ker's image, ſtamped upon them ; and there- 
fore, tho the prohibition of cruelty to the 
creatures was a moſt proper introduction ta the 
© Prohibition of cruelty to man, which imme- 
= ately follows it; it was thought proper to en- 
1 3 force 


* — 


3 
1 


6 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
force that prohibition yet farther, by the ſacred 
diſtinction, of man's being formed in the image 
of Gop; for in the image of God, made he 
man. TO” 

Ir God would not allow man to be cruel 
to other creatures, even tho their lives were 
put into his power, much leſs would he per- 


mit one man to be cruel to another, or to take 


away the life of another, over whom he had 


given him no right, no power; and therefore 
he declares, that the man who ſhall dare to in- 


cur ſuch guilt, ſhall have ſevere vengeance 


executed upon him; and that he will require 
the blood ſo ſpilt, at the hand both of man 
and beaſt, 1 6 


Tax expreſſion here uſed, of requiring any 


thing at the hand of a beaſt, muſt, doubtleſs, 


ſound harſh to ears unuſed to ſuch an idiom: 


and therefore we ſhould know, that the He- 


brew word v, which is here interpreted a hand, 


is a word of large extent, and ſignifies alſo 


ſtrength and power: and conſequently, the 
meaning of it, in this place, is, that Gop 
will require the blood of man, from the 
ſtrength or power of every beaſt; or rather, as 


it is in the original, of every living creature, 
i. e. from the ſtrength and power of the whole 
| brute world; and alſo at the hand, or from 


the ſtrength, of man. Nay, at the hand of 
every man's brother will I require the life of 
Nr man, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 7 
man, ſaith the Lord. All which ſeems plainly 


to imply, that GO p would arm the creation 
againſt the murderer: as nothing is more noto- 


rious, than the puniſhment of that crime by 


ſignal interpolitions of the Divine Providence, 


in a great variety of very extraordinary ways 


and methods, and by a great variety of very 


extraordinary inſtruments; as we know, Gon 


hath ſometimes armed even the meaneſt inſects, 


to the deſtruction of ſuch wretches; as in the 


caſe of Herod, Sylla, and Philip the ſecond of 


Spain ; three notorious murderers, who were 


devoured with inſects from their own boſoms 


and bowels: and that theſe judgments are agree- 


able to the ſenſe of mankind, we may learn, as 


from many other inſtances, ſo alſo from that 
paſſage in the twenty-eighth chapter of the 


Acts of the Holy Apoſtles; where the Bar- 


barians, obſerving the viper to faſten upon St. 
Paul's hand, immediately concluded him a 


murderer, whom, tho' he had eſcaped the ſea, 
yet vengeance would not ſuffer to live, 


H a v 1 NG thus explained the grant to Noah, 


and ſhewn you, that cruelty to the creatures 
is plainly prohibited in the words ſubſequent 
toit; and that this prohibition was a very pro- 


per introduction to the prohibition of murder, 


which immediately follows it, under the moſt 


ſolemn denuntiation of vengeance from Gop, 
upon the offender; and under the moſt ſacred 


diſtinction of the dignity and importance of the 
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rn of blood is not alſo forbidden by 


with the blood? And, if it be, I ſhall, 
this protubiton, 


bition ſti 


can be brought againſt this doctrine, 


words, Tho' I give you the fleſh, I do not 
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$ REVELATION Examined, &c. 


human life, above the brutal ; I now proceed 
to inquire, 


Whether eat- Fir W HETH the eat] 
ing blood be fr ir — ing 


this prohibition of eating the fleſh 
Secondly, INQUIRE into the reaſons. of 


Third 5 IWILL ſhew you, that this prohi- 
| lies upon all mankind ; and upon 
ane in a peculiar manner, | And, 


Laſtly, I 84 aLL, by God's aſſiſtance, 
anſwer all the objections, of any weight, that 


Firſt, then, Ianto inquire, whether feeding 
upon blood be forbidden in this prohibition 
But fleſh, with the life thereof, which is the 
blood thereof, ſhall you not eat. And ſurely the 
moſt natural and obvious interpretation of the 
words, is this: Tho I give you the fleſh, you 
muſt not eat the blood with it: or in other 


give you the blood with it, becauſe the blood 
18 the life * 


_—_— 


i 5 


8 And ſo the learned authors of the univerſal hiſtory under- 
Ts the precept, N. 2. p. 114. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 9 


WHEN princes give grants of lands to any 
of their ſubjects, we find it uſual with them to 
reſerve ſome royalties upon thoſe lands, as me- 
morials of dependence, and in token, that the 
original property was in them; and mines and 
minerals are among ſuch royalties. Now, ſup- 


poſing that all lands contained mines and mi- 


nerals, ſuch as are wont to be excepted ; if no 
mention had been made of mines and minerals 
in the grant, probably they would be under- 
ſtood to be conveyed with the land, by ſuch 
grant: but if the grant were thus expreſly li- 
mited ; You ſhall have ſuch or ſuch lordſhips 
or manors; but you ſhall not have the mines 


and minerals with the land (for ſuch and ſuch 


reaſons); would any man, in his ſenſes ima- 


dine, that the grantee had a right to mines and 


minerals from ſuch a grant? No ſurely : And 
is not the caſe parallel in the point before us ? 
You ſhall have every living creature for food : 


but you ſhall not eat the blood with the fleſh. 
Can any man reaſonably infer. from hence, 


that he has a right to eat the blood? At leaſt, 
I think, no man can fairly infer, that here is 
an expreſs grant made of the blood; and, 
without ſuch a grant, it is certain we may not 
eat it; becauſe no man has a right to any crea- 


ture, or any part or portion of a creature, but 


trom the gift of the Creator. 
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10 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Bur if there yet remain any doubt upon 
this head, yet ſince this is a grant from G op, l 
believe it will be allowed, that Gop under. 
{tands, and conſequently explains, his own 
grants beſt, Now we find, that Go p himſelf 
expreſly prohibits the eating of blood, not only 
to the Jeus, but to all ſtrangers that dwelt 


among them (as you may read in the ſeven. 


teenth chapter of Leviticus, at the tenth verſe): 
And whatſoever man there be of the houſe f 


Tjrael, or of the ftrangers that ſojourn among 
you, that eateth any manner of blood ; IT will 
even ſet my face againſt that ſoul that eateth 


blood, and I will cut him off from among his 
people. This certainly is a very ſolemn and 
dreadful prohibition! and when G op hath 
made this ſolemn prohibition, he immediately 
adds the reaſon of it, verſe 11. For the life of 
the fleſh is the blood. And is not this very 
reaſon contained in the prohibition to Noah ? 
But fleſh with the life thereof, which is the 
blood thereof, ſhall you not eat. 


Tris prohibition is alſo more fully ex- 
plained in the xuth chapter of Deutercnomy, 


the 23d and 24th verſes, Only be ſure, that 


thou eat not the blood, for the blood is the liſe; 
and thou mayſt not eat the life with the fleſh : 
thou fhalt not eat it; thou ſbalt pour it upon the 
earth as water, „„ 


No w 


S 
9 — 
— 
c 
— 
— 
170 


0 . . n Ko * - 4 ; 

£ 5 2 . » . 8 * „ K 25 wrt Py 5 4 * 2 
2 5 ; 5 YN . „ 5 N SEE AE MEET I 8 
af q 6 ws 2 e 1 7 : 
c 7 : 


gig Pho Yo dE ot Eo noo 2 


= W 


7 063 


33 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 11 


Now the reaſon of abſtaining from blood 


being the ſame here as in the command of 


abſtinence to Noah, viz, (becauſe it is the life); 


it is evident, that this prohibition, tho' more 
15 inlarged, is but a comment upon that; from 
whence it follows, beyond all doubt, that the 
E prohibition of eating the blood, with the fleſh, 
was meant an abſolute prohibition of blood, 
E whether in the animal or out: and fo (as 1 
E apprehend) the Fews now univerſally under- 
E ſtand it. . 


Bur this point will, I think, be placed 
beyond the reach of all reaſonable doubt, by 
reflecting upon what I before obſerved in the 
FE diſſertation upon ſacrifices, that they were di- 
vinely inſtituted, and in mercy to mankind; 
and that one plain document, conveyed by this 

inſtitution, was, that Gop would accept the 


life of the creature offered up upon the altar, 


in lieu of the offender's life, forfeited by his 


tranſgreſſion. Now, if it be believed, that the 
way of offering up the creature's life, before 


= the flood, as well as after, was, by pouring 


out his blood upon the altar (which, I think, 


cannot reaſonably be doubted * ); and if Noah 


underſtood all this; I defire to know, what 
Maß could naturally underſtand by the pro- 


Fm... 


* Lee a paſſage to this purpoſe in Sanchoniaths's hiſt. gener. 5. 
5 hibition 
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12 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


| hibition of eating the fleſh with the life, 7. . 


the blood; but plainly this, that ſince the live; 


of the creatures were ſtill to be offered up upon 


the altar, after the grant of eating fleſh, as well 


as before, the blood, which was the life, muſt 


ſtill be poured out to make atonement : and 
conſequently, not diverted to any other uſe? 


Can any conſidering man find the leaſt 
room to doubt, whether every thing eſſential 
in the buſineſs of ſacrifice, was inſtituted an- 
tecedent to the law of Moſes; or whether 
blood is an eſſential? Things of leſs conſe- 


| quence, the diſtinction of creatures clean and 
unclean, the offering of fat, and the doctrine 


of burnt-ofterings, were well underſtood be- 
fore the law : And can we imagine, that an 
eſſential was unknown? i = 


Ir then blood was ſacred to the making of 
atonement, before the grant to Noah (as there 
is not the leaſt reaſon to doubt that it was), 
Why ſhould it not continue fo after ? Does 
that grant make any alteration in that point? 


If it was given for atonement under the law, 


can we ſuſpect, that it was given for any other 
purpoſe before? Is it not more rational to be- 
heve a conſiſtency and uniformity in the pur- 
poſes and appointments of Providence ? It 
Noah knew, that the lives of the creatures were 
appointed to be offered up, in lieu of the lives 
of offenders, forfeited by their tranſgreſſions, 

what 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 13 


hat other, inſtruction needed he, upon the 
grant of the creatures for food, but to be told, 
2 that the blood wwas the life, And that he maſt 
hot eat it, even with the fleſh? That he was 
not to eat it, ſeparate, was no way neceſſary 
| ; to be told him. 


SLAYING, and SACRIFICING, are 


known to be ſynonymous terms, in the oldeſt 
learned languages; in Latin, and Greek, and 
Hebrew: What can be more naturally inferred 
from hence, than that theſe actions were, ori- 
ginally, one; and continued to be fo, after the 
grant of the creatures for food; eſpecially, ſince 
reaſon required it ſhould be ſo? For if men ſlay- 


ing the creatures for ſuſtenance, could, at the 


ſame time, make atonement for ſin, and a re- 


ligious and thankful acknowlegement of the 
divine bounty in the grant of ſuch food, Were 
it wiſe to neglect to do ſo? And ſhall this prac- 
tice be yet cenſured of ſuperſtition? Can the 


tame thing be at once the dictate of true reli- 


gion and reaſon, and folly? 


Ir is true, this duty was reduced to cer- 
tain regulations under the Jeiſb conomy; 


and {laying and facrificing might poſſibly have 


been diſtin& actions among them, after the 
eſtabliſhment of the temple-ſervice: but I be- 
lieve it will be allowed, that they continued to 
be one and the ſame, long after this, with the 
wiſeſt and moſt religious of the heathen world: 


and 
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14 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
and it is certain, that this diſtinction, among 
the Fews, made no alteration in the duty of 


abſtinence from blood; nor does it follow, but 


that the creatures might {till be killed, even 
by them, under a conſtant ſenſe of religion 


and gratitude to God, tho' not with all the 
formalities of a temple· ſacrifice. 


Bur there is ſtill a difficulty upon this 
point; which is this, that tho the Jes were 
prohibited to eat any creature that died of it- 
ſelf, and conſequently had the blood in it, yet 


they might give it to an houſhold proſelyte, 


or fe it to a ſtranger as you may read Deut. 
AV. 11. 


Bur the reaſon of the diſtinction, there 
added, will, in a good meaſure, clear this 
difficulty; For thou art an holy people unto 
the Lord thy God; i. e. Tho' ſuch pollu- 


tions are leſs regarded among other nations, 


yet you, being ſet apart from other people, 
a peculiar devotion to Gop, may not 
allow yourſelves in them : and what the 


penalty of this pollution was, both upon the 


Few and Proſelyte, we learn from the ſeven- 
teenth chapter of Leviticus, that they were 
fo waſh their cloaths, and bathe themſeFoes in 
water, and be unclean until the even, and 


then they ſhould be clean. From whence it 
appears, that this prohibition, was, what 


men call merely ceremonial, even with re- 


ard | 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 15 
. oard to them ; and calculated more to keep 


3s | ! up their ſeparation from other nations, than 
by: 0 guard againſt * W guilt in the 
SY k 1 action itſelf. 
10 No w, i if any man ask, Why this ſtrange 
difference between the penalty of eating 
blood out of the creature, and in it, that 
his | : the firſt ſhould be death, and the laſt only 
re temporary pollution, of a few hours? 1 
it. | anſwer, That the reaſon is obvious, from 
et what hath been already obſerved ; becauſe 
t. the blood, being ſacred to the making atone- 
„ ment for ſin, was not to be applied to any 


| per uſe *: but when the creature died of 
ftſelf, the alben of the prohibition then ceaſed; 


5 made; the blood could not then be poured out, 

5 or ſprinkled upon the altar; nor was it wil- 
5 fully diverted, or deſecrated from the ſacred 
purpoſe to which it was devoted; ; and con- 
ö ſequently, cating it, not under the form of 
X blood, but in an andiſcriminated mixture with 
the fleſh, was not a formal abuſe or deſecra- 
| tion of 1 it; and fo could not deſerve the penal- 


to the ſolemn command of Gov. 


«did ted 


upon the altar, Lev. xxvii. from ver e 1. to verſe 6. incluſtve. 


ALSO 


b that atonement could not then bo 


ty due to ſuch a defecration, in contradiction | 


* Hence we find, that when a Zexv was to Kill any creature 
for his private uſe, he was yet to bring the blood to be ſprinkled, 
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of tranſgreſſion ceaſed with them. 


them, than a clear rational aſſurance, that they 
are his determinations? Is human nature capa- 


16 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ALso the precept of abſtinence from blood 
being calculated to prevent cruelty to the 
creatures, that reaſon alſo ceaſed, when ther: 
was no room for cruelty, as in the caſe of ; 
dead carcaſe. In a word, the main reaſons of 
abſtinence ceaſed in this caſe; and the guilt 


 ANp thus having, I hope, ſufficiently Þ- inf 
proved, that the eating of blood was prohibited me 
in the grant of the creatures for food made to 1 V! 
Noah; and anſwerd the only objection of de 
weight that lies againſt that opinion; I now Þ ſhe 


proceed to the ſecond point propoſed ; which pe 
was, To inquire into the reaſons of this prohi- 10 
bition. . e = 
lat 
Reaſons ofthe Amp here it is evident, that if of 
de could: aſſign no other reaſon in 
for this prohibition, than that aſſign d by Gop W 
himſelf in the law, viz. that the Zlood au. th 


the life, and was appointed to make atonement ar 
upon the altar; I ſay, If we could aſſign no w 
other reaſon, ſhould we not be infatuated, if . tl 
we did not fully acquieſce in this? Nay, ſhould 


we not be worſe than infatuated, if we did 
not fully acquieſce in all the determinations of | t| 


Go, without any reaſons aſſigned for them, N e 
and without any other information concerning IM 1 


ble of a wiſer or more rational conduct, than 
88 an 


REVELATION Exammed, &c. 17 
an intire and humble ſubmiſſion to the diree- 


tions and deciſions of an infinitely wiſe and 


good Being? And do we need more motives 
O : £ 

to ſuch a ſubmiſſion, than a reaſonable aſſure- 
ance, that they are his deciſions and directions? 


Is any mortal ſo weak, or wicked, as to ima- 
gine we have a right to all the reaſons of his 
appointments ? Or to diſobey, till we are well 

inform'd, and fully ſatisfied in them? Is any 
man ſo monſtrous as to imagine, that infinite 


wiſdom and goodneſs can ſee no reaſon for 
deciſions or directions, which we cannot, or 


ſhould not? And if Gop can ſee reaſons for 


precepts and prohibitions, which it is neither 


YZ poſſible nor Proper for us to know, what means 
this monſtrous doctrine *, ſo much cry'd up of 


late, that no poſitive inſtitutions or reſtraints 
of natural liberty, can come from Go D? 2. e. 
in truth, that there is no inſtance or extent, of 
wiſdom, in the Divine Nature, with regard to 
the government of free agents, of which we 
are not competent judges. A ſuppoſition as 


wild, and as wicked, as ever yet enter'd into 


the heart of man. 


As to the precept before as, of not eating 
the blood with the fleſh of the creatures, it is 


evident, that, befides the reaſon expreſly aſ- 


ſign'd by Go p himſelf for this prohibition, 


— 
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See Chriſtianity as old as the creation, ch. 10. 11. 
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18 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


there are alſo ſeveral others (very wiſe and very 
important), why it ſhould be made. 


In the firſt place then, let me ask any man, 
that is capable of rational reflection, Whether 
he imagines it would be hard or unreaſonable 
in Almighty God, when he granted man a 


right to take away the lives of other creatures 


for food, to make ſuch a reſerve in that grant, 


as might be a perpetual monition to mankind, 


that Gop was the Author and Giver of life? It 
is certain, ſuch a monition could have no ill 


eftect; and might, at the ſame time, be of in- 


finite advantage, in keeping up a conſtant ſenſe 
of dependence upon GO b, and gratitude to 
him, in the minds of his creatures. And 
what could anſwer theſe ends better, than re- 
ſerving the blood for ſacred uſe; and aſſigning 
that very reaſon, becauſe it was the life, as a 
natural and neceſſary monition to mankind, 


that Gop was the Author and Giver of life ? 


Warn Gop gave man the fruits of the 
earth for food, yet he gave them with an ex- 
ception to the fruit of the tree of knowlege; 
and in the fame analogy, when he gives him 


the fleſh of the creatures for food, he gives it 
with an exception to the blood. Unlimited 
grants would but inflame our vanity, and blot 


out that ſenſe of dependence upon the Divine 

Being, which is equally neceſſary to our humi- 

lity and our happineſs, | 
AGAIN, 


7 REVELATION Examined, &c. 19 


Again, If Gop foreſaw, that an unli- 


mited grant would be the cauſe of much unne- 
ceeſſary cruelty to the creatures, that ſurely was 
a {ſufficient reaſon with Infinite Goodneſs, why 
A limitation ſhould be made. Now, if we find 
ſuch cruelties wantonly exercis'd, where ſuch 
| limitations are not known, or not regarded, 


then ſurely we muſt conclude, that the limita- 


tion was merciful, and wiſe, and well- appointed. 
Plutarch tells us &, that it was cuſtomary in his 


time, to run red-hot ſpits thro' the bodies of 


| live ſwine ; and to ſtamp upon the udders of 
| ſows ready to farrow, to make their fleſh more 
delicious: and, I believe, Chriſtians have heard 
of whipping pigs, and torturing other creatures 


to death, for the ſame reaſons +. Could theſe 


ctuelties be committed, if ſuch men thought 


* * 


2 


_ TI" 


* In his diſcourſes of eating fleſh. 


+1 am aſſured, that it is not unuſual with ſome people to 
wound certain kinds of fowl in the head, and then hang them up 


| by the feet, till they beat their fic tender, and themſelves 29 
death with their wings. 


It is alſo a known cuſtom in a neighbour nation, to keep oxen 
from food for many days together, and then beat them to death 
with battledores ; by which means their fleſn being pounded into 
a ſtate approaching to putrefaction, the taſte is greatly heights 
ened to a vitiated palate. But, if the love of tainted fleſh be in 
truth a mark of politeneſs, the Sameids, the moſt filthy and 
beaſtly of all human mortals, have the honour to enjoy it in com- 
mon with the moſt polite European nation; but, however, with 
this diſadvantage, that they have not yet lea-nt the refinement 


of beating poor brutes to death, to bring their fleſh the fooner 
int) that delicious Kate. 
73 
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20 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


themſelves bound in conſcience to abſtain from 
all unneceſſary cruelty to the creatures; and to 
bleed them to death, with all the diſpatch they 
could, before they touched them for food ? 


Bur this is not all: Cruelties are congenial; 
and rife by an eaſy gradation, from being prac- 
tiſed upon brutes, to be exerted even againſt 
men. Thus it is notorious, that the Scythzans, 
from drinking the blood of their cattle, pro- 
ceeded to drink the blood of their enemies (as 
Herodotus & aſſures us they did): and certainly 
the moſt natural means of guarding mankind 
againſt ſuch cruelties was, to guard them 
againſt the leaſt approaches to it, by obliging 
them to abſtain religiouſly from blood, and all 
unneceſſary cruelty to the brute creation. And, 
if evil foreſcen to the brute creation from eating 
their blood, was a wiſe reaſon why ſuch food 
fhould be prohibited to men; evil foreſeen to 
man himſelf from ſuch an allowance, will, I 
believe, be own'd a very good additional reaſon 
for ſuch a prohibition: And will any man ſay, 
that the Scythian cruelty now mention'd is no 
evil? 


AGAIN, All animals that feed upon blood, 
are obſery d to be much more furious than 
others: Will any man ſay, that much of their 
fury is not owing to their food ? Have not 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 21 


creatures of the ſame kind been found to differ 
greatly in their tempers, from the difference of 
7 their diet? I believe it will be allow'd, that blood 
zs a very hot inflaming food; that ſuch foods 
create choler *; and that choler eaſily kindles 
into cruelty. Even fleſh is an inflaming faſti- 
dious diet, inſpiring pride and inſolence: and 
therefore with infinite wiſdom was murder fo 


ſolemnly and immediately prohibited by Gop, 
upon the permiſſion of that food to mankind, 


Bur here it is objected, That, in fact, men 


are found more cruel in ſome countries, where 


they live in an intire abſtinence from fleſh, 


than in others, where they indulge in it to the 


higheſt degree. 


I ANSWER, That this objection no way 


weakens the force of my argument; ſince it 


is poſſible enough, that the influence of the 


climate, and evil inſtitutions, in one country, 


may inflame men more to cruelty, than the in- 
fluence of an hotter and more choleric food, in 
a cooler climate, and under better inititutions, 
But can it from thence be inferr'd, that a cho- 
leric food does not inflame to cruelty ? 


BuLLs blood was a common poiſon with 
the antients: Can we imagine there was any 


ee 


* Vide Greww's Caſinol. ſacra, |. iv. C. 8. 
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22 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


peculiar malignity in the blood of that crea. 
ture, above any other? Or may we not rather 
imagine, that the malignity is now only abated 
by the mixtures commonly conveyed into the 
ſtomach with it? It is doubtleſs matter of much 
conſolation, to be aſſur'd, that the poiſon of 
our luxury 1s well qualified. 


WE of theſe nations, who are wont to fecd 


largely upon fleſh, are obſerv'd to be remark- 


ably ſubject to evil, ſcorbutic habits: and, if 
phyſicians are right in aſcribing theſe evils to 
our food, I believe it can ſcarce be denied, that 
the groſſer leſs digeſted juices of that food con- 
tribute much more towards them, than thoſe 
juices, which are purer, and more digeſted; 
and therefore blood, as the groſſeſt of all animal 
juices, muſt, of neceſſity, do moſt miſchief “. 
And as grofler leſs digeited juices are leſs ſalu- 


tary, they muſt for that very reaſon be leſs ele- 


gant, and leſs pleaſing to an untainted palate. 


And whereas it is found by experience, that 


bathing and cleanlineſs are a great relief from 
ſcorbutic infections, there is no doubt, but this 
was the very reaſon, why Gop preſcrib'd 
waſhing the cloaths, and bathing in water, as 


— ——— +. 


— 


* Dr. Grew obſerves in his Co/mol. ſacra, 1. iv. c. 7. ſec. 25 


that no creatures have the rickets except men and dogs that feed 


on blood. And it 1s notorious, that blood is the great principle 
of corruption, and common ſeat of infection, in all animals: And 
who knows how long, or how fully, that infection may be fixed 


_ there, before it diſcovers itſelf ? 


the 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 23 
the conſtant penalties of eating fleſh with the 
blood 1 wrt: 


Anp as all gell, which hath the blood Ana 


from it, is more lalutary, and will keep better, 


and will conſequently be more uſeful; it is evi- 


dent, that the ends of life and health will be 
better anſwer'd by draining away the blood, 
with all the care we can, from all the fleſh we 


b at; but then it muſt be owned, that the pur- 
poſes of luxury, as well as cruelty, will be far 


better ſerved by the contrary practice; for as 
the blood abounds with ſalts, and is the great 
principle of corruption, it is evident, that what 


men call the High taſte, will be better conſulted 


by letting the blood remain in the fleſh, and 


blending it with it, by all the evil arts imagin- 


able; which cannot be done, in many caſes, 
without forgeting our humanity, 


AND foraſmuch at the 7) r peas 
(ſuffocatedor ſtrangled fleſh) was in higheſteem, 
in point of deliciouſneſs, with all the aniients®*, 


and is fo ſtill with the preſent patrons of luxury; 


it is evident, that the apoſtles, in injoining abſ- 
tinence from blood, and things ſtrangled, did ſo 
far prohibit luxury and intemperance, as well 


as cruelty. And ſo St. Ferom and Caſaubon 


explain that part of the decree. 


f 


» Sec Plutarch as above, and Athenæus. 
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24 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Bur here it may be objected, That men may 
be as cruel in bleeding, as in any other Way of 


putting the creatures to death. 


To this I anſwer, firſt, That they cannot: 


all the art of man cannot deviſe half the cruelty 
to the creatures in draining the blood from 


them, as in eating them alive limb by limb (a 
practice which the Fews believe more particu- 


larly forbidden by the prohibition to Noah). 
1 alſo doubt whether all the arts of cruelty 
could make bleeding a death of ſo much miſery, 


as ſtarving, beating, whipping, torturing, and 


trampling to death, in the manner antiently, 


and even yet, pradtiſed. 


Prcrous this, where the ends of luxury 
cannot be ſerved by bleeding, the temptations 
to cruelty are cut off ; and in this 1s manifeſted 
the wiſdom of God, in preſcribing ſuch a 
death to the creatures, as would, moſt effectu- 


ally, prevent all temptations to cruelty. And 


G op's intention in this matter, once known, is 
an effectual prohibition of all unneceſſary cru- 


elty in killing the creatures, to all that fear him: 


tho' neither this, nor any thing elſe, can abſo- 
lutely correct the evil diſpoſitions of men, or 
put cruelty out of their power. 


BUT 


RY 
BY. og NY 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 25 


Bur other deaths may be leſs cruel. 


Poss IBL they may, in particular inſtan- 


ces and circumſtances: But would any other 
| kind of death fo univerſally and effectually 


prevent cruelty, and all the other evils con- 


| 1 ſequent to the eating of blood; or attain all the 
| ends of abſtinence from it? If no other kind 


of death could anſwer all theſe ends, all theſe 
objections are — - 


FARTHER yet, Maimonides * Eating blood 


gave Occaſion 


aſſures us, that the eating of blood 5, boar. 


gave ooation to one kind of early 
idolatry among the Zabii in the Eaſt +, 


worſhip of demons, whoſe food, as hes ima- 
gined, was blood; and therefore they who ad- 
| ored them, had communion with them, by 


cating the ſame food. And it 1s remarkable, 
that, tho' they did eat blood, in honour of their 
demons, yet even they thought it foul and de- 
teſtable food, And it is certain, that Arnobius 


4 upbraids the heathen with tearing and devouring 


goats alive, in honour of Bacchus, in that af- 
tected fury, to which they wrought acmſelves 


— 


3 2 ——_ - * 


* See Dr. Patrick, vol. 1. p. 463. Selden, l. vii. c. 1. 


+ Maimon. more News. p. 3. c. 46. 


up, 


26 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
up, in the celebration of his mad and monſtrous 
rites *. 


Now, if Go p had not foreſeen the OR 


ties, corruptions, and inconveniencies, conſe- 


quent to the cating of blood, ſhould we juſtly 


deem him infinitely wiſe? And if, foreſeeing 


them, he had not yet prohibited them in their 
cauſe (which was at once the wiſeſt, and the 
moſt effectual prohibition}, could we juſtly 


deem him infinitely good, and gracious to his 
creatures? When, therefore, we find him infi- 
nitely wiſe in foreſeeing, and infinitely good in 


forbidding, ſuch abominable practices, do we 


yet heſitate, to conclude ſuch prohibitions the 

effects of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs? And, 
when we do conclude Gop's command of ab- 
ſtinence in this caſe to be the effect of infi- 
nite wiſdom and goodneſs, can we conclude 
it conſiſtent with any degree of wiſdom and 
goodneſs in ourſelves, to deſpiſe ſuch com- 
mands, and to live in open avowed contempt 
of them? Can any thing in nature be more 
ſhocking than ſuch a conduct? 


Bur here it may be asked, If one main in- 
tention of AlmightyGob, in prohibiting blood, 


and things ſtrangled, was, to reſtrain men from 
luxury, as well as cruelty, why did he not 


— 
* [1 a. 


— —— —— _ 
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* Adverſus gentes, l. v. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 27 


rather chuſe to prohibit luxury and cruelty, in 
expreſs terms? 


To this I anſwer, That prohibiting the 


means was the ſure way to prohibit the end. If 
God had only prohibited luxury and cruclty 
in general, every man's own temper, the cuſtom 
of his country, his humanity or inhumanity, 

his temperance or gluttony, would have been 


the meaſures of that luxury and cruelty ; and 
then ſome would have been cruel as Canibals, 


ſavage as Scythians, and luxurious as Sybarites, 

without imagining they were ſo; and others as 
falſly and fooliſhly merciful and abſtemious, as 
the Pythagoreans: and fo either the command 
would have been diſobeyed, or the blefling 


| defeated; tho”, at the ſame time, this conduct 


hath no way precluded Gor from giving par- 
ticular expreſs prohibitions both of luxury and 
cruelty, in ſeveral parts of the Scriptures, 


Bur till it may be imagined, that Chri- 
ſtians are now ſome way or other exempted 


from this abſtinence: and therefore, to remove 


all miſtakes of this kind, I now proceed to 


ſhew you, in the third place, that this prohi- 
| bition of eating blood lies upon all mankind 
to this day; and upon Chr/t:ans in a peculiar 


INANNET, 


AND the proof of this lies within the com- 
paſs of one plain argument, obvious to every 
Capacity ; Which is as follows: 


Tg 
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23 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Ir the cating of blood never was permitted, 
either before the flood, or after the flood, or 
under the law, or ag the golpel, then ſurely 


no man in his ſenſes will ſay it is now lawful to 


eat it. Now, that it never was permitted in 


any of theſe periods, is undeniable. Nay, the 
argument is yet ſtronger; for it was not only 


not permitted in any of theſe periods, but, 


in truth, it is plainly enough prohibited in the 
firſt of them; and, I think, as clearly prohi- 
bited in all the reſt, 


Firſt, I say, the eating of any living crea- 
ture, and, conſequently, of blood, is not on] 


not granted before the flood, but plainly 


enough prohibited in that part of the curſe de- 
nounced upon man after the fall; Cur/ed is tb; 
ground for thy ſake: in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat 
of it, all the days of thy life : thorns alſo and 


thiftles hall it bring forth to thee : and thou 
ſhalt eat the herb of the field. In the ſweat of 
thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till thou return to 


the ground. Can any thing be plainer, than 
that man is here condemn'd to eat bread, and 
the herb of the field, to the day of his death; 

without the leaſt ſurmiſe or hint of any higher 
grant or privilege of food, of any kind? You 
ſhall eat bread, and you hall eat the herb of 
the field: Is not the plain meaning of thoſe 


words, that bread and herbs ſhall be your food? 


Ir 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 29 


Ir a prince gave any man a grant of certain 
lands, named in his patent, and mentioned in 


| his grant, that this ſhould be his eſtate; Would 
any man in his ſenſes believe, that he had a 


right to any other eſtate, by virtue of that grant? 
Or that he was not limited to the lands there 
expreſly mention d? And is not this the caſe 
in point? Gop Almighty declares to Adam, 


Bread and herbs ſhall be your food: Does any 


man imagine he had a right to any other food 
by virtue of that grant? Or rather, that he was 
not plainly precluded from all other food, by 


that expreſs peremptory preſcription ? 


Ap thus we fee, that man had no right 
to the blood of the creatures before the flood. 
That he had no right after this, from the grant 


made to Noah, I have already, I hope, ſuffi- 


ciently ſhewn. That no man had any right to 
it from any conceſſion in the law of Maſes, but 


quite the contrary, is undoubted. The only 


queſtion then is, Whether any ſuch permiſſion 


had been made under the goſpel? And that 
there had not, but the direct contrary, I now 
come to prove, from the xvth chapter of the 
Ads: where we read, that after a long and 
ſolemn debate, upon the queſtion, Whe- 
ther the Gentz/e converts to Chriſtianily were 
obliged to obſerve the law of Moſes? it was at 


laſt determined, that they were not; and that 
no more ſhould be required of them, than to 


abſtain 


30 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
abſtain from, pollutions of idols, and from forni- 


cation, and from things rang, and from 
blood. 


The apoſto- AND accordingly, a moſt ſolemn 
lic decree a- 


boucblocdand decree was drawn up to that pur- [L 2 
things ſtran- poſe, by the apoſtles, and elders, 1 and 
led. and the whole church at Feruſalem, tba 


and tranſmitted in letters to the bre- 
thren at Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, by four 
_ deputies of principal note, Paul and Barna- 
bas, Judas and Silas. And thoſe letters were 
conceived in theſe terms; 


23. TAE apoſtles, and elders, and brethren, 
ſend greeting unto the brethren which are of 


the Gentiles, 27 Antioch, and Syria, and Ci- 
licia. 


24. FORASMUCH ag we have heard, that 
certain, which went out from us, have troubled 
you with words, ſubverting your ſouls, ſaying, 
Je mult be circumciſed, and keep the law; to 
whom we gave no ſuch commandment : 


25. IT ſeemed good unto us, being aſſembled 
with one accord, to ſend choſen men unto you, 
with cur Liked Barnabas and Paul; 


26. M x N that have hazarded their Sie for 
the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


WE 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 31 


i- 
om | 27. Wet have ſent therefore Judas and Silas, | 
| who ſhall alſo tell 7 the ſame things by 7 
mouth. 
nn | * 
ur- # 28. For i ſeemed good unto the Holy Ghoſt, "mn 
rs, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden 1 
mn, | than theſe neceſſary things: 4 
'C= | 
ur TAT ye abſtain from meats offered to 
— 140 and from blood, and from things ſtrangled, 
re and from fornication : * from which if ye keep 
yourſelves, ye ſhall do we!l, Fare Je well, 
75 Now, if this decree be obligatory upon all 
/ Chriſtians, then can it no longer be a doubt with 
any Chriſtian, whether he is obliged to abſtain 


| from blood, and things ſtrangled. And, if the 
direction of any one apoſtle, inſpired of G op, 
be obligatory, certainly it can be no doubt, 
| whether a ſolemn deciſion of all the apoſtles, 
| expreſly declaring the joint determination of the 
Holy Ghoſt in the point, be alſo obligatory. 


T a1s point muſt ſurely be out of all doubt 
with all that call themſelves Chriſtians, unleſs 
this decree hath ſince been reſcinded. That it 
ever was formally repealed, is not pretended; 
and whether it be implicitly cancelled, by any 
contrary deciſions of Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
Wall beſt be ſeen by examining the ſeveral ar- 
3 | guments 
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guments brought againſt it by the advocates for 


g blood, 


ALL which, that are of any we 
by Gop's aſſiſtance, be fully exam 
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Drs SERTATION II. 


0 i FAVING, in the forego. A ſhort re- 
* N ing difſertation, thewn 
0 you, that the eating of dent aller. 
blood is forbidden by the Ws 
rohibition of eating the 


blood with the fleſh; and that this prohibi- 


tion is founded upon very important reaſons; 


iſt, To prevent cruelty to the creatures 
2dly, As a memorial that Gop is the Author 
and Giver of life; and, 3dly, Becauſe the 


lives of the creatures were to be offered up to 


Gop in lieu of the lives of men forfeited by 


their offences; conſequently, that the blood, 
which is the life, was conſecrated to the make- 
ing of atonement upon the altar; having alſo 


ſhewn you, that the eating of blood never was 


permitted, either before the flood, or after; or 
under the law, or under the oolpel; but, on 


the contrary, that it was, in truth, prohibited 


in every one of theſe periods ; before the flood, 
all animal food was plainly enough prohibited, 
Vor. II. | D in 


capitulation 
of the prece- 
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34 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


in that part of Adam's curſe, which condemn; 
him to cat the herbs of the field, and bread in 
the feweat of his brow, till be returned to the du}; 
thus was he levelled with the beaſts in his food, 
fays Maimonides (More Nevo. p.1. c. 2. ): 2 after 
the flood, a more expreſs prohibition of blood 
1s continued, in the reſtraint laid upon Noah: 
uuder the law, in that ſolemn command in the 
xviith chapter of Leviticus, both to the Jews, 


and the ſtrangers that ſojourned with them, to 


abſtain from all manner of blood; and under 
the goſpel, by a folemn injunction of the 
apoſtolic council to the Gentile converts, to 


abſtain from blood, and things ſtrangled. 


Of the apo- 
ſtolic decree 
concerning 
blood, and 


Tur only queſtion then is, whe- 
ther this apoſtolic decree hath been 
ſince repealed, And this will beſt 


led, whethe 
N — of ments for this repeal, produced by 


temporary ob- the advocates for eating blood; 
BIR which I now come to examine. 


Finer then, it is ſaid, That this decree 


of the apoſtles was only temporary, to prevent 


giving offence to the Jeu, in the infancy of 


the Chriſtian religion: and conſequently the 


reaſon of it is long ſince ceafed ; and that ceſ- 


ſation is a virtual repeal. 


IN 1 to this, J] deſire it may be con- 


fidered, whether che reaſons now mentioned, 
for 


appear, by conſidering the argu- 


FLY 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 35 


FP abſtaining from blood, do not equally ex- 
tend to all ages and nations of the world : and, 
j if they do, it is evident this injunction of the 

a apoitles had no peculiar relation, either to the 
infancy of the Chriſtian religion, or to the 


people of the Fes, unleſs it be thought, that 


the Fewos are the only people in the world who 
are obliged to abſtain from cruelty to the crea- 
tures, or to recognize G oD as the Author and 
Giver of life; or that this nation only were in- 
F titled to the atonement made by blood: and, 
il ſo, How came ſacrifices inſtituted irmmedia h 
alter the fall? And how came blood to be 

| hibited to all the ſons of Ncah, before : 4 


Was any ſuch thing as a Yew in the world? 


This pretence then, "ſeems very ill-tounced, 


Ir may indeed be urged with much more 
plauſibility by Chriſtians, That blood being 


| conſecrated to the making of atonement for ſin, 


as a type of the ſacrifice of CHriſt, and that 
atonement being now received by his blood, as 
St. Paul expreſſes it, in the vih chapter of his 
epiſtle to the Romans, the reaſon of abſtinence, 
in this point, is now ceaſed; and, conſequently, 
that abſtinence is no longer a duty. 


Bur then it muſt be remembred, in anſwer 
to this reaſoning, that the apoſtolic decree 


againſt blood was paſſed many years after this 


atonement was made : and, turely, it IS no 
more unreaſonable (tho 1 will not take it up- 


„ | on, 
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26 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
on me to pronounce it ſtrictly obligatory) to 


abſtain from blood, now, in commemoration of 
the atonement made by the blood of Chri}, 


for the fins of the whole world, than it * 


before to abſtain from it in view of that atone- 
ment. For, barely to conſider it in the light 
of gratitude, one would imagine, that the ſenſe 
ofa an infinite benefit received ſhould, in reaſon, 
and in duty, have no lefs weight with us, than 
the diſtant profj dect and expectation of ſuch a 


benefit; unleſs hope can render any obſervance 


more rer tial and more religious, than gra- 


titude: and ſhould any one, that deems himſelf 
a free-thinker, imagine it ought (from a pecu- 


liarity of complexion, remarkable enough in 
this abuſed denomination of men); yet, ſurely, 
his ſingularity in this point cannot affect the 
other reaſons of abſtinence from blood, already 


aſſigned; which mult eternally hold, as long 


as craclty to the creatures is a crime, or the 


recognition of Go p, as the Author and Giver 


of life, is a duty, And this one would think 
an anſwer, more than ſufficient to ſilence thoſe 
important objectors, who call this an inſtitution 


merely ceremonial and poſitive; for if even 


ſuch of the divine injunctions as commonly go 
under that name, are found, upon inquiry, to 


bave a ſolid foundation in reaſon, and a clear 


inſeparable connexion with the neceſſary and 
eternal nature of things, theſe gentlemen would 


do well to beware, how they haſtily diſ- 


claim divine appointments; leſt, in their en- 
mity 
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mity to revealed religion, they may haply be 
ſound fighting againſt reaſon and nature; like 
Merope“ in the tragedy, who, in the bimdnels 
of her fury, miſtook her darling ſon for her 
mortal enemy. 


AAN, it is objected, That creatures which 
died of themſelves, and conſequently had the 
blood in them, might be given to the ſtranger, 
or ſold to an alien; and it is evident, that The 
ſtarnger and alien were in this caſe permitted 
to eat blood. 


I ANSWER, That this objection was ſuffi- 
ciently obviated in the precedent diſſertation: 
and have only to add, that it may, with almoſt 
equal reaſon, be objected both to the Fews, and 
to us, that we cat blood in every creature we 
kill to this day, becauſe it is impoſſible to drain 
it all from them. And what then? The que- 
ſtion is, concerning the eating of blood ſeparate 
from the creature, or eating the blood deſign- 
edly left in the creature, to ſerve any end of 
luxury, or cruelty; and eating blood, in either 
of theſe ways, is what I eftcem to be unlaw ful. 
The eating of blood, as ſuch, was never ima- 
gined an action, ſimply, and in itſelf, ſinful; 
tho' it was, and is, criminal, in certain circum- 
ſtances, from the reaſon bad nature of things, 
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28 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


as well as the divine prohibition: and it was 
prohibited, for very wiſe, and very important 


reaſons ;; and when thoſe reaſons ceaſed, as in 
the inſtance objected, the prohibition We 
too: and therefore this objection is ſo far from 
over throwing the doctrine laid down, that, in 
truth, it confirms it; for what can be a clearer 
proof that the reaſons of any divine prohibition 
are rightly aſſigned, than this, that, as ſoon as 
thoſe Teaſons ceaſe, the prohibition ceaſes alſo? 
When the creature died of itſelf, its blood could 
neither be poured out upon the Alt for atone- 


ment; nor abuſed to idolatry; : nor reverenced, 
in recognitition of Go Ds being the Author and 


Giver of life; nor ſpilt to prevent cruelty in the 
uſe of- the creatures: and therefore, there, 


ſuch a ſmall portion of 1 it, as could not be ſepa- 


rated from the Reſh, was permitted to be egen 


with! it; in effect, permitted even to the Jeu, 


under a very lioht penalty: but where 58 


Was a poſfibilit y either of cruelty or abuſe, there 


it was more ſtrictly prohibited: and for this 
reaſon, WHhen a creature was torn by a beaſt, 
there, the fleſh was not to be touched by any 
buman creature, but thrown to the dogs, as 
you may read in the xxiid chapter of Exodus, 
at the ziſt verſe: and the reaſon of this di- 
Rincon 3 is obvious; if men were permitted to 


make any advantage of creatures torn to death 


by beſts, what an inlet into all manner of 
cruelty {as well as villainy) might ſuch a per- 
miſſion 


4 
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| REVELATION Examined, &c. 39 
| * miſſion be! And who can ſay, where it would 
end? Nay, who knows, how far ſuch dilacera- 
tions might even be counterfeited, to the pur- 
| poſes of idolatry, or indulgence in blood? 


Bor however, as there might be caſes, clear 
| of all ſuſpicion of cruelty or ill conduct in the 
| owner, and wherein it might be thought hard, 
abſolutely to preclude men, by a ſevere penalty, 
from making any uſe of creatures ſo {lain (as 
when one ox gored another to death) ; the pe- 
nalty upon eating that which was torn, and that 
which died of itſelf, was, we find, the ſame. 


IN the caſe of a creature that died of itſelf, 
an heathen might eat ſo much of the dead car- 
caſe, as his natural abhorrence of ſuch food 
would permit, or his neceſſities would urge him 
to (I mean, if thus much be neceſſarily implied 
in the permiſſion to the Fews, of ſelling their 
morticinta to the heathen). It is true, the Few 
might not do even this, without a penalty : but 
it was only the flight penalty of waſhing his 
cloaths, and bathing in water ; and being un- 
clean till the evening. And the reaſon of the 
diſtinction is added; becauſe they were an holy 
people; a people peculiarly devoted to G op. IN 
And, I hope, Chriſtians will believe, that this 4 
reaſon ſhould equally affect them; ſince we f 
are aſſured by St. Paul, in the iid chapter of 
his epiſtle to Titus, verſe 14. that Chrift Jeſus 


— IEER ITY © 
ar Ir 2 — — og 


j Fi 19 
4 
(199 
111 
274 
- 4 
ſ 
1 
. fy 
IF) 
I 
1 
8 
y 
4A 
YG 
15 
4 $ 
i 
17 


== — — — I ak * 
— a 
—  _c_———__ — 
—— 


17 
(8 | 
3. 70 

45 111 
1 
1 
$ & 405 
i 14 

141 

1 
4 
1 191 

i. 
a 4: 

34; 

150 0 

a 


— — 
— ES —Ü—„— —— “ — —— is — 


1. 

1 4 

3Y | 

9 

1; 

146 

11 4 
2 

Fi 1 
b ''Þ 
1? 1 
WY 11 
A N 
as 
£ $4 

6H 4 

5 

* 4 
1 1 


40 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 


trom all iniquity ; and purify unto himſelf a pe. 


cular people calcus of good works. 


AnD it is certain, that the primitive Ch-;. 
fans thought themſelves as much obliged to 
abſtain from ſuch food, as ever the Fes were. 
BY nay” and Again, I muſt beſeech all 

NIN an- * 77 * . 
led. prohibit Chriſtians ſeriouſly to attend to the 
ed under the tenor of the words, by which abſti— 


denomination nence from blood, and things ſtran- 


of neceſſary $68 
things. g gled, is injoined: Jt ſeemed good wn. 


to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us ( tay 


the apoſtles), 7o lay upon you no greater burden 


than theſe neceſſary things ; that ye abſtain from 
meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from 
things ſtrangled, and from fornication : If theſe 
abſtinences were only intended to be 1njoined 


for a ſeaſon, could they properly be injoined 


under the denomination of neceſſary things? B 
that the proper appellation, for duties of a tran- 
ſient, temporary obſervance ? Did neither the 
apoſtles, nor the Holy Ghoſt, know the di- 
ſtinction between neceſſary and expedient ? Or 


ſuppoſe it not convenient to make that diſtin- 
Ction at that time? How come things of a tem- 


porary, and things of an eternal obligation, 
placed upon the fame foot of neceſſity, in the 


ſame decree? Or were fornication, and idol 


pollutions, only to be abſtained from for a tune, 
and in compliment to the infirmity of tne 


Jews? 


8 

N : 

n 7 
* 2 

92 
1 * 

7 — 8 4 
4 $ x» 
i 

. JJ 
3 3 
— ee 
5 ds 
5 
78 
0 £4 
— 
0 7 
. by 

8 * 

a Ks 

* 4 

* * 

1 

1 

» 2 

o WF 

. & Fe. 
q 

3 

4 


ox © 


E 1 © hott end. * 


/ Us 


De 


2 * 
: * 

. 
8 * 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 41 


152 What monſtrous abſurdities are theſe ! 
| Jad what a train of them are they obliged to 


| maintain, who aſſert this decree to be only of 


temporary obligation! 


Bur, to proceed; If this was only a tem- 
porary neceflity, How long did this — 


laſt? 


To this one * anſwers, That it laſted till 


the Fews and Gentiles were formed into one 
communion: another + ſays, That it laſted 


till the time that no carnal Maelite appeared 
in the church of the Genliles; and again, That 
it laſted, till the temple, and the JO polity, 
were deftroyed, 


To all this I anſwer, That, if the two firſt 
opinions are admitted, then the neceſſity of 
obſerving the apoſtolic decree continues to this 
day; firft, becauſe the Jews and Gentiles are 
indiſputably not yet fully formed into one com 
munion: and ſecondly, becauſe there was never 
any time, wherein there was not ſome carnal 
Tjraelite in the church: and I think it mult be 
notorious to many of my readers, that there are 
ſome ſuch, even in this part of the Chriſtian 
church, att his day; and ſo doubtleſs in every 


7— — 
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* Dr. Hammond, annot. on the xvth ch. of the As. p. 399. 


+ St. Auguſtine, ibid. 
Chriſtian. 
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42 REVELATION Examined, 8c. 
Chriſtian church over the face of the whole 
earth: and therefore both theſe opinions are 


wild and unſupported. 


As to the third opinion, viz. That the ne. 


ceſſity of obſerving this decree laſted only till 
the deſtruction of the Few:/h temple and polity; 
to this I anſwer, That whatever may bethought 


of the neceſſity of this decree, it is evident, that 
the wiſdom of it, and the advantage of that 


abſtinence which was due to it, extended much 
farther ; ſince, without this, that calumny im- 


puted to Chriftians, of killing infants in their 
aſſemblies, and drinking their blood, could 


never be ſo eaſily and ſo effectually confated : 
for nothing could do this fo thoroughly, as de- 
monſtrating that it was a fundamental principle 


with Chriſtians, to touch no blood of any 
kind. And what could demonſtrate this ſo ef- 
fectually, as dying in atteſtation to the truth of 
it? as it is notorious, both from the apologiſts, 
and eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians, that many Chr:/t:a 


martyrs did. 


B UT, beſides all this, ſuppoſing (not grant- 


ing) that this was a mere temporary neceflity, 


will any man pretend to ſay, that it hath ceaſed? 
Or that it can ceaſe, -as long as there are Fews 


and Mahometans in the world, to be converted 


to the Chriſtian religion? 


Bur it is farther urged, That this apoſto- 
| : . 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 43 


lic decree was only given to the Fewiſh proſ- 
elytes; and, conſequently, that the neceſſity of 


abſtaining from blood, and things ſtrangled, 


related to them only. This, they tell us, ap- 
pears, in that the apofile, when he preached 
in any city, did it as yet in the ſynagogues of 
the Jews, whither the Gentiles could not come, 


a unleſs they were proſelytes of the gates, 


| Now this opinion, I think, will be ſuffici- 


_ ently confuted, by demonſtrating theſe two 


things: firſt, That, before the paſling of this 


decree, St. Paul preached Chriſtianity to the 
whole body of the Gentiles at Antioch; and, 


ſecondly, That this decree is directed to the 


Gentiles at large, and not to the Fewz/h proſ- 


elytes, | 
FIRST, I ſay, St. Paul preached the Chri- 


1 lian religion to the whole body of the Gentiles 


at Antioch, This appears clearly and inconteſt- 
ably from the xilith chapter of the Alis, at 
the 42d and following verſes; where we are 
told, that, when St. Paul had preached in the 
ſynagogues, the Gentiles (probably thoſe who 
had been his hearers) beſought, that thoſe words 
might be preached to them the next ſabbath; 


and the next ſabbath-day came almoſt the whole 


city together, to hear the word of God: Does 


* 


* Hammond, ibid. 


any 


44 | REVELATION Examined, &c. 


any man imagine, that all theſe were Few), 
proſelytes? Or not rather, that the Jews them. 
ſelves were but a handful, compared to the ref: 
of the inhabitants of that great city? Now what 
the conſequence of this mighty concourſe was, 
St. Luke (the author of this hiſtory) tells us 

verſe 45. But, when the Jews ſaw the multi- 
tudes, they were filled with envy; and ſpake 
againſt thoſe things which were ſpoken by Paul, 


contradicting and blaſpheming. 


46. THEN Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 
and ſaid, It was neceſſary, that the word of God 


ſhould firſt have been ſpoken to you; but, ſeeing 


ye put it from you, and juage your ſelves unwortly 
of everlaſting li ife, lo, we turn to the Gentiles, 


7. For /o hath the Lord commanded us, ſay- 


ing, I have ſet thee to be a light to the Gentiles, 


that thou ſboulaſt be for ſalvation unto the end; 
of he earth, 


43. AN p, when the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: 


and as many as were ordained to eternal life, 


believed. 


Ax p the word of the Lord was publiſhed 
throughout all the region. 


Now this tranſaction at Antioch happened 


ſeven years before the decree againſt blood, and 


things 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 45 
things ſtrangled, was paſſed by the apoſtles at 


Jeruſalem. Can any man, in his ſenſes, doubt, 
after this, whether the apoſtles preached to the 


A Gentiles before the paſſing of that decree; when 


it appears from the words now recited, that the 
apoſtles not, only preached to the Gentiles, but 
preached to them in contradiſtinction to the 
Fews f And does any man know the Fews ſo 
little, as to imagine, that, when the apoſtles 
turned to the Gentiles, from them, the Jews 


| would after this ſuffer thoſe apoſtles to preach 


to the Gentiles in their ſynagogues? Beſides, the 
text ſays, that the word of the Lo RD was pub- 
liſhed throughout all the region: conſequently, 
the apoſtles were ſo far from confining them- 


| 8 ſelves to the Jewiſh ſynagogue, that they were 


not confined even to the extent of that ample 
city; but preached throughout the whole coun- 
try. This opinion, then, that the apoſtles preach- 
ed only to the Feus and proſelytes, before the 
paſſing of this decree againſt blood at Ferſalem, 
is demonſtrably falſe: and, if they preached to 
the Gentiles at large, To whom elſe can that 


decree be directed? It is directed to the Gentzle 


converts at large: And who can we imagine 
thoſe converts were, but thoſe to whom Chri- 


ſtianity was preached, 1. e. the Gentiles at 
large ? 


Bur this is yet further demonſtrated, from 
St, Tames's ſentence, in the xvth chapter of 
the 


. — — . 
ried eng ORC We wa REES 
88 wal — — 


_— the. 
* 
3 


— 
. 


. , eee 


— 


Ie TS TY < 2 - * 
S 
— 


S 


46 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


the Ads, upon which the apoſtolic decree is 
founded. His words are theſe : 


19. WHEREFORE ny ſentence is, that 
we trouble not them which from among the 
Gentiles are turned to God: | 


20. Bu r that we write unto thenr, that they 
abſtain from pollutions of idols, and from for- 
nication, and from things ſtrangled, and from 


Fei 


21, For Moſes of old time hath in every city 


them that preach him, being read in the ſyna- 


gogues every ſabbath-day. 
_ Wyar then? What if Mo/es had thoſe that 


preached him in the ſynagogues every ſabbath? 


Why, then, there was no neceſſity of writing 


upon theſe points to any of thoſe who were 
admitted into the ſynagogues; becauſe they 


knew, from the writings of Mo/es, that all theſe 


things were, from the foundation of the world, 
unlawful to the whole race of Adam, 


My f/entence (ſays the apoſtle) 7s, that we 


ꝛorite to the Gentile converts upon theſe points; 


for Moſes hath thoſe of old in every city, that 


preach him; i. e. There is no neceſſity of write- 
ing to any Jewiſb convert, or to any proſclyte 


convert to Chriſtianity, to abſtain from theſe 


things; becauſe all that are admitted into the 
ſynagogues 


1s 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 47 


ſynagogues (as the proſelytes were) know all 


theſe things ſufficiently already, And .accord- 


ingly, upon this ſentence of St. James, the 


decree was founded and directed ; doubtleſs, 
from the nature of the thing, directed to thoſe 
whom it was fitting and neceſſary to inform 
upon theſe points; i. e. thoſe who were unac- 


quainted with the writings of Meſes: for the 


decree, as far as it contained a direction to cer- 


tain duties, could give no information to any 


others. 


Arp thus we ſee, that they who believe 
this decree given only to the 7ew!/h profelytes, 


proceed upon maniteſt miſtakes ; and therefore 


we may ſay of them, as our Saviour ſaid of the 


Sadducees, They do greatly err, not knowing the 


Scriptures. 


Nay, ſome of them do err yet more; 
affirming that this canon is only an exemption 


from the obſervance of the Few!/ law, but 
contains no command or precept of abſtinence, 


upon the points there mentioned. But the 


canon itſelf will beſt determine this doubt; [f 


ſeemed good unto the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, to 


lay upon you no greater burden than theſe 
neceſſary things, Does any man imagine, that 
the words, zo greater burden, imply no burden 
at all? Or rather, Don't the words plainly im- 


ply, to common ſenſe, that they did lay the 


load of thoſe neceſſary things upon them; but 


would 


48 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
would load them with nothing that was unne. 
ceſſary? I own I ſhould be aſhamed to men- 

tion theſeobjections in a Chriſtian country of 

common ſenſe, if ſo learned a man as Dr. 

Hammond had not ſeriouſly urged them, 28 
if he thought them of moment. 


AGAIN; an objection is raiſed againſt this 
doctrine from the concluſion of the decree, ye 
do cell; inſinuating, that tho' they ſhould do 
well to obſerve it, yet they did no ill in not 
_ obſerving it. 


I aNnsWwER, That doing well, in the ſtyle 
of Scripture, as well as common ſpecch, is act- 


ing agreeably to our duty ; and doing well, in 


neceſlary things, muſt certainly be, acting 


agreeably to neceſſary duty; and certainly the 


fame duty cannot be at the ſame time neceſſary, 
and indifferent. 


Bur it is objected, That, if the points con- 
tained in this decree are not parts of the Moſaic 
law, the decree has no relation to the queſtion 
in debate; for the debate was, whether the 


Gentile converts to Chri/t:anity ſhould be obliged 


to obſerve the law of Moſes. 


I answER, That the decree hath the 
cleareſt relation to the queſtion; inaſmuch as 
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* Hammond, ibid. 
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4 tiles know, that they were obliged to the ob- 
* ſervance of ſuch duties as were obligatory an- 
tecedent to the law of Moſes, tho they d were 
E exempted from that law? 


AGAIN, it is urged, that this decree could 


7 only oblige thoſe to whom it was directed; . e. 
| the Gentiles of Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia. 


As if the decree, and the reaſon of it, did 
hot equally extend to all Gentile converts 
throughout the whole world: and as if this 


| doctrine were only taught and received in thoſe 


particular regions ; when it is evident, beyond 
a poſſibility of being denied or doubted, that 
all Chriſtidns, in every region of the earth, 
were taught and actually embraced the fame 
doctrine, at leaſt for the firſt three hundred 
years after Chriſt X. = one knows, that 
the queſtion moved and debated in the council 


| | of Feruſalem reſpected no particular people or 
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* Except in the inſtance of a diſpenſation, ſaid to have been 
granted by Eleutherius, Biſhop of Rome, in the ſecond century, to 
eat any thing that was man's meat; Which yet was ſoon over- 
ruled by the prevalence of the doctrine of abſtinence from blood, 
which became univerſal in the third century, 
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50 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


country, but related to the heathen converts to 
Chrijtanity in general; and it is certain, that the 
determination of that queſtion was as general 28 
the debate: and the reaſon of directing the let- 
ters which carried this decree to the brethren at 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, plainly was, be. 
cauſe they, and they only, had been diſturbed 
by the doctrine of thote Fudaizing converts, 
who urged the neceſſity of obſerving the whole 
law of Mo/es, even after converſion to Chr: 
/trantty : and there was no neceflity, that the 
apoſtles ſnhould write to any other converts on 
this occaſion, but thoſe who had been diſturbed 
by that doctrine; tor when they were quieted 
upon this head, by the unanimous ſentence of 
the apoſtles, t there was no danger, that any 
others ſhould be diſquieted by it; or, if they 
were, the ſame ſentence would undoubtedly 
be « equally ſatisfactory to them alſo; eſpecially 
ſince they could not but fee, that cho the let- 
ter from the ſynod of Feruſalen was directed 
to the brethren at Autioch, yet it was plainly 
founded upon this prine ciple, that all the con- 
verts from Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity ſhould 
be exempted from all obſervance of the law of 
A7o/es, except in thoſe four inſtances laid down 
it that canon; and theſe, as ſo many precepts 
oi the ſons of Mah (as, in truth, they con- 


— 


* Whether theſe precepts were then known by that name, I 
Mall not take upon me to determine (probably they were not); 
but that all the ſons of Nau were obliged to obſerve them, is 
think, undoubted. | 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 51 
tain all ſuch of them as were not already ſuf- 
ficiently known and admitted by the heathen 


world), the Fes themſelves believed to be 
obligatory upon all mankind, antecedent to the 


law of My ofes. 


App to all this; that, if the reaſons of the 


apoſtolic deciſion, and the direction of the let- 

ters containing it, were not ſo clear to us at this 

© diſtance, yet nothing were more ſhocking, or 
more unchriſtian, than to ſuppoſe, that the 

precepts of any apoſtolic epiſtle are obligatory 

to thoſe only, to whom that epiſtle is directed, 


Bor it is gil objected, That this T Ther main 

O Wi 

diſpute could not have happened N 
otherwiſe than between Gentz/e and conſidered. 


Judai ging converts; and conſequent- 


ly, the deciſion of it muſt have reſpect to the 
conduct which it was then neceſſary the Gen- 


tiles ſhould hold, with regard to the TFews, 


who could not converſe with them upon the 
foot of a friendly communication, could not 


© fit at meat, &c. unleſs the Gentiles abſtained 
from blood, &c. | 


_ ConSEQUEN TLY, that this neceſſity is 
now ceaſed, 


IN anſwer to this, admitting the premiſes, 


I muſt own I cannot {ee 3 thus concluſion 
tollows from them, as long as there are Jew 
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52 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


and Mahometans in the world to be converted 
to the Chriſtian religion. 


BESIDUESs, whatever the occaſion of this 
decree might be, ſurely its precepts may he 
obligatory beyond the occaſion. The precept; 

of our Saviour's ſermon upon the mount were 
delivered on occaſion of his being followed ) 
great multitudes from Galilee, Decapolis, &. 
Is the obligation of the precepts there delivered, 
only relative to the occaſion? Had not the 
apoltles found this occaſion of injoining theſe 
precepts of abſtinence, is it to be imagin'd they 
would not have taken ſome other occaſion? 
Or injoin d them without reſpect to any occa- 
fion ? FE 


ForN1cATION, idolatry, luxury, and cru- 
elty to the creatures, are prohibited by this 
decree; and an original precept from Gop to 
Noah, of manifold advantage to mankind, re- 
Nored, Is it to be believed, the apoſtles could 
ſtand in need of a particular occaſion to pro- 
hibit thoſe enormities; or to reſtore this bleſt- 
me 7--- 


Tur heathen world was over-run with 
olatry “, and abandoned with regard to wo- 


ee. —— WW 8 
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ITho' Maimonides only ſays, that the eating of blood gave 
occaſion to idolatry among the 246%, yet he gives us to under 
ſt ind, that the fuperſiitions of that people filled the whole world. 
See Sir John Ma:jham, ſecul g. p. 195. Lond. edit. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c, 53 


” men; and blood was ſubſervient to both theſe 
5 corruptions. Suppoſe then the duty of abſtinence 
ftom blood to have ceaſed with regard to idola- 
try, muſt it not ſtill ſubſiſt with regard to 
juxury? as it is in itſelf an high inflaming food; 
and yet more ſo, when blended with the fleſh, 
© as in things ſtrangled, 


FoRNICATI1oON did not appear to the 


heathen world, to be contrary to the law of 
nature (nor do the libertines of the age ſee it 
to be ſo to this day); and, as they had no re- 
ſtraints upon intemperance, their luxury of 


food greatly contributed to make them aban- 


doned. How then could the apoſtles, whoſe 


buſineſs it was to reform the world, pretend to 
amend mankind, without recovering them 


from theſe corruptions ? And what more effec- 


| | tua] method could they take to recover them, 


than a moſt ſolemn and ſacred injunction of 
abſtinence in thoſe points contained in the de- 


cree of Jeruſalem? And that the apoſtles had 
nothing leſs than this in view from that decree, 
is, I think, fairly and fully to be collected from 
theſe wards of St. Luke, Acts xvi. 4, 5. And 


as they (i. e. Paul and his companions) went 
thro' the cities, they delivered them the decrees 


for to keep, that were ordained of the apoſtles 
and elders which Tere at Jeruſalem: and ſo 
were the churches c/tabliſhed in the faith, and 


increaſed in number daily. 


E 3 Now 


'L i 
1 22 
. 6 
{ 
| 4 
1 
13 
— 11 
HY 
*: * 5 
FRY 
i $4 
4 54 
: 
: : 
12 
% : 
l 


| | 
| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 


54 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Now the decree here referred to, is evi- 
dently the decree concerning blood, &c. from 


the obſervance of which the 9 were 
not only increaſed, by opening the way to a 


more friendly communication with the Jews, 
and fo facilitating their admiſſion into the Ci. 


iran church, but they wefe likewiſe eſtabliſhed 


in the [aith: Does this expreſſion mean no- 
thing! Might we not conclude from it, wich 


ſome appearance of reaſon, that the Chriſti an 


religion had been e without this eſta- 


bliſhment ? 


5 U T there are yet two other main funda- 


mental objections againſt this doctrine, taken 


from the declarations of our Saviour, St. Peter, 


and St. Paul. 


. And the firſt of them is built upon thoſe 


words of our bleſſed Saviour in the xvth chap- 
ter of St. Matthero at the 11th verſe; Not 
that which goeth into the mouth defileth the man, 


but that which cometh out of the mouth, From 
hence it 18 inferred, that a man may eat or 


drink any thing without ſin, notwithſtanding 
the apoſtolic decree. 


Bur ſurely no Chriſtian would fay this, 
that ſaw the abſurdities of this aſſertion: for 
if this declaration of our Saviour's deſtroys the 


validity of the apoſtolic decree, then it will 
follow, 


Firſt, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 55 


Firſt, THA r this decree was repealed, juſt 
twenty years before it was made, which is 
ſurely a very extraordinary ſuppofition; for 
whoever looks into the chronology of his bible, 
will find, that theſe words of our Saviour were 
ſpoken twenty years before the apoſtolic coun- 


F cl was held at Feri ſalem. 


Secondly, IT will follow, that the whole 


body of the apoſtles did, after full debate, 


and mature delibcration, make a moſt ſolemn 
decree, in direct contradiction to the plain ex- 


preſs declaration of their bleſſed Lord and 


Saviour. 


AN p this ſuppoſition is ſurely as modeſt, 
and as Chriſtian, as the firſt was extraordi— 
nary! Nay more, they made this decree, un- 
der the immediate direction and influence of 
the Spirit of Gop, and yet made it in direct 
contradiction to the declaration of the Son of 


E Gop. Iam really at a lols to think, whe- 
E ther the abſurdity, or the blaſphemy, of theſe 


ſuppoſitions is moſt ſhocking. Let us quit 
them then, and examine our Saviour's words 


by the common rules of reaſon, 


AND, to clear this point, I lay this down 


as a plain rule of interpretation; that general 
expreſſions ought not te be extended beyond ihe 


reaſon of them, and the eccaſion of their being 


delivered. For example, St, Faul, in the 
E 4A tenth 


n e . 7 
5 x a >, 


—— ——— teat 
— — 


1 anſwer, That the reaſon and occaſion of 
them muſt determine that queſtion; and do 


man, are alſo lawful to me; but every thing 
that is lawful to be done, is not always expe- 
dient: tho the liberty you took of eating in the 


which the * of Gop at that time forbad to 


5 6 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
tenth chapter of his firſt epiſtle to the Cz. 


rinthians, anſwering the arguments of thoſe 
converts, who pretended they might inno- 
cently eat of things offered to idols, even in 
the idol-temples, uſes theſe words ; All thing: 
are lawful for me, but all things are not ex- 
pedient: Will any man infer from hence, that 
murder, and adultery, and inceſt, were lawful 
to St. Paul? Or, that he thought they were? 
No ſurely. What then can he mean by them? 


determine the plain ſenſe of thoſe words to be 
this; All things that are lawful to any other 


idol-temple were lawful, yet, if it gives of. 
fence, you ought not to take bn: 


IN the ſame manner ſhould that general WW n 
expreſſion of our Saviour's be interpreted; WE ti 
Nit that which goeth into the mouth defileth WE 6 
tre man, but that which cometh out of the 4 
meuth, that defileth the man: Does any man { 
imagine, that our Saviour meant to give full 2 
licence to giuttony and intemperance by this Þ 
declaration? Or that a man might deliberately | 


{wallow poilon by virtue of theſe words ; or, 
in gencral, might innocently eat any thing 


be caten? Theſe were ſtrange abſurdities to be 


ſuppoſed. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c, 57 


ſuppoſed, The ſenſe of the declaration, then, 
muſt be drawn from the reaſon and occaſion 
of it; which was this: The Phariſees were 
offended with our Saviour's diſciples, for ſitting 
down to meat before they waſhed their hands, 
contrary to the tradition of the elders; as if 
ſuch a violation of a traditional precept were 


fin, and a pollution. In anſwer to this, after 
our Saviour hath ſhewn the iniquity and ab- 


ſurdity of their traditions, he adds, Not that 
which goeth into the mouth defileth the man, 


Now the queſtion is, What he meant by thoſe 


words: and, if he himſelf had not told us, I 


really think, that the occaſion and common 


ſenſe would teach us to underſtand no more by 


them, . than this, that it is not any little ſoil or 
| filth taken into the mouth from eating with 
EF unwaſh'd hands, that can be ſaid to defile a 
| man; nothing of that kind can properly be 


called a pollution. This, I fay, is the plain, 
natural, obvious ſenſe of thoſe words: indeed 
the latter part of the declaration is not ſo plain 
but that which cometh out of the mouth, this 


defileth the man ; this part of it, I fay, is not 


fo intelligible ; neither was it ſo to the diſciples, 


and therefore Peter deſired his LOD to de- 
Clare this parable unto them; and accordingly 
he did fo, by ſhewing, that whatſoever pol- 


lution was taken in at the mouth was caſt 
out into the draught; but what came out of 


the mouth, came forth from the heart, as 


did evil thoughts of all kinds; and he adds, 


Theſz 
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538 REVELATION Examined, &c. 4 
Theſe are the things that defile the man; lu; | 


70 eat with unwaſhen hands defileth not the man, 00 
Here you ſee, that our Saviour himſelf explains WE rut 
his general declaration. from the reaſon and cept 
occation of it, and limits it there; limits it to and. 
eating with unwaſhen bands; and ſurely he beat 
will be allowed to underſtand his Own declara- WE be 
tion beſt: and I ſhould be glad to know, by . 25 
What authority any man will take upon bim to cedi 
extend the ſenſe and intention of thoſe words 
farther than Chri/? himſelf extends them; or, ] 
at leaſt, farther than the reaſon and occaſion hay 
of them will warrant; or where he will ſtop, 
it he does: for if we may extend the declara- 
tion of Chriſt, ſo far as to take off our obliga- cre 
tion to the obſervance of one divine law, why anc 
not of any other that will come within the let all 
ter of that declaration (gluttony and intem- As 
perarice, for example), tho quite beſide the th 
intention of it? The intention of it was, to up 
| take off all apprehenſion of guilt from violating [| 
| 24 a tradition of the elders: And ſhall we extend de 
| it to take off all apprehenſion of guilt from i 
| violating a decrce inſpired by the Spirit o: . 
0p? = e 
FE o 
ö BSI DES, we ſhould remember, that Ch;;/? IN 
| refers to the“ Spirit of truth for many things fi 
| which he had yet to 9 to his pe which 11 


* John xvi. 12, 13. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 59 


they could not bear: and fince this decree 
was made under the influence of the Spirit of 


truth, we may well conclude, that the pre- 


cepts contained in it, were of that number: 


and, in all probability, they could not then 
bear to be told, that the law of Moſes ſhould 
be utterly abrogated ; except ſuch precepts 


as were obligatory upon all mankind, ante- 
cedent to it. | 5 


Bur, if this decree is ſtill obligatory, why 


have we not heard of it ſooner ? 


I ANSWER, That, as errors have gradually 


crept in, they muſt be gradually removed; 


and the earlieſt laſt: but, I hope, it will be 


EF allowed, that no antiquity can ſanctify error. 


As this point made no part of the diſpute at 
the reformation, nothing could be determined 


upon it, in that conteſt ; and no occaſion, that 
I know of, hath ſince offered to bring it into 
debate. 


cox now to the laſt objection of weight, 


which is this: that the diſtinction of clean and 
unclean meats is plainly taken away in the 
New Teſtament, and particularly by that voice 


from heaven in St. Peter's viſion; and that St. 
Paul clearly determines the law fulneſs of eat- 


ing any thing ſold in the ſhambles, or ſet be- 
fore us on the table, asking no queſtions for 
conſcrence-ſake, 
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60 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


is bs 8 _—_—_ 
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To the firſt part of this objection, I anſwer, 4 
| That the diſtinction of meats clean and un- 


clean, commonly ſuppoſed to be introduced 
and eſtabliſhed by the law of Moſes, is plainly 
taken away, by the voice from heaven, accom- 
panying St. Peter's viſion: But how does this 
conceſſion affect the prohibition of blood, eſta. 


| bliſhed before the law of Moſes; and which 
1 hath nothing to do with the diſtinction of crea- 
-_ tures clean and unclean, taken away at that 
| time ? 

1 Bur, to cut this diſpute ſhort, I ſhall only 
| oblerve, that the very command to St. Peter, 
Ez in that viſjon, is ſo far from taking away the 
Prohibition of blood given to Noah, that it 
| clearly eſtabliſhes it: the words are theſe; 
| Riſe, Peter, kill and eat, Now the Greek 
| word $ycor, Which is here tranſlated 47//, does 
YH in the original ſignify to /acrifice: and the 
| plain ſenſe of the command is this; that Peter 


thould flay thoſe creatures, as creatures were 
wont to be ſlain for ſacrifice; that is, that he 
ſhould firſt draw away the blood, and then 
cat them: and no man, that pretends to any 


knowlege in the Greek tongue, will ſay, that | 7 
this word has, or can have, any other mean- ) 7 
ing in this place; and therefore the very com- IF 

| . „ "Wy 3 C 
mand, which takes away the diſtinction of : 
creatures clean and unclean, is fo far from | 


taking away the prohibition of blood, that it 
citabliſhes it. | 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 61 


BrSstD Es, I deſire it may be obſerved, that 
this command to St. Peter was given in the 
4iſt year from our Saviour's birth; or, in 
other words, in the year of our Lord 41: and 
the decree of the apoſtles at Feruſalem was 
in the year of our Lord 52; 1. e. the prohi- 
bition of blood was eſtabliſhed eleven years 
after the diſtinction of meats clean and unclean 
was taken away. III-fated decree ! to be again 
repealed, ſo many years before it was 4 


As to the latter part of the objection, 1 
own, St. Paul allows, that Chriſtians may 
the ſhambles, or 


queſtions for conſcience-/ake : But will any man 
in his ſenſes interpret this permiſſion to extend 
farther, than to things lawful and proper to be 
{old or eaten? What ſhocking abſurdities will 
follow from ſuch a tuppoſition? Do theſe 
people imagine, that St. Paul meant to licenſe 
all the barbarities of the Scythians and Melan- 
chlenians & in the buſineſs of food? And yet all 
this will follow, from theſe conceſſions, inter- 
preted in their utmoſt extent. Can it be be- 


lieved, with any colour of reaſon, that St. Paul 


gave this permiſſion in contradiction to the de- 
cree of Feruſalem ? a decree to which he him- 


— — 


The Melanchhenians fed upon human fleſh, Vide Here- 
ſelf 


dot s, I. iv. 


62 REveLaTION Examined, &c. 


ſelf conſented! nay, which he himſelf princi. 
pally occaſioned! which he himſelf actually 


carried about, and depoſited with the ſevera! 


churches! What abſurdity, and contradiction 


of conduct, would theſe men brand the apoſtle 


with? To go himſelf, and, with his own hands, 


to depoſit the apoſtolic decree in one church, 
under the ſanction of a canon ratified by the 


Spirit of Gop; and then go immediately to 
another church, and preach againſt that very 
canon, and decry it as inconſiſtent with Chri- 
ian liberty! Was this the way to eſtabliſh Chri- 


/tzanity in the world, by contradictory and in- 
conſiſtent doctrines! It ſeems likewiſe, that 
his preaching was in this point ( if he did 


preach ) as vain, as it was inconſiſtent ; for we 
do not hear of one convert to blood. made 


either by his ſermons or epiſtles, for the firſt 


Zoo years of the ral gan Era. 


Bur, after all, theſe vaunted permiſſions 
of the apoſtle will, upon inquiry, be found 


to have no r either to blood, or things | 


ſtrangled; but to relate intirely to meats a, 


tered to idols; parts of which were ſometimes 


fold in the ſhambles, and ſometimes eaten 
in private houſes; and theſe the apoſtle per- 
mitted to be eaten by Chriſtians, asking 10 


queſtions for conſcience-ſake * and fince theſe 


permiſſions no way relate to blood, or things 


ſtrangled, I ſhould be glad to know, by what 
'  Fule of reaſon any man can take upon him to 


apply 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 83 
apply them to theſe points, beyond the inten- 
tion of the apoſtle, and contrary to every 
reaſonable rule of interpretation! And when- 
ever any man proves from thoſe conceſſions, 
that the apoſtle meant to give CHriſtians a 
liberty of eating blood, and things ſtrangled, I 
will undertake to prove, by the ſame way of 
reaſoning, that he intended to give himſelf a 
fall licence to commit murder and incelt. 


Bor ſtill it may be urged, that St. Paul 
undeniably allows Chriftians to eat things 
offered to idols, contrary tothe apoſtolic decree: 
and, if he invalidates that decree in one inſtance, 
Why not in another ? ; 


To this J anſwer, That the plain intention 
of the council at Jeruſalem, in commanding 
to abſtain from meats offered to idols, was, to 
keep Chriſtians from idolatry ; or, as St. James 
expreſſes it, from pollutions of idols: and the 
true way to effect this, they knew, was, by 
prohibiting all communion with idols and ido- 
laters, in their feaſts, inſtituted in honour of 
their idols; and this is plainly what is meant 
by the command of abſtaining from meats of- 
tered to idols: and fince thoſe feaſts were kept 
in the idol-temples, How is this command in- 
validated by St. Paul's permiſſion of eating 
any part of a creature ſold in the ſhambles, or 
et before them in private houſes, tho' that 
creature might have been flain in honour to an 


idol 3 
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64 REVELATIOR Examined, &c. 
idol; ſince the Chriſtian that eat it in this 


manner, did not eat it in honour to the idol, 
nor as meat offered to an idol, but as common 


food? 


To illuſtrate this by a parallel inſtance: 
Suppole the apoſtolic decree had commanded 
Chri/tians to abſtain from things folen, What 
would any reaſonable man underſtand by that 
prohibition? Would he not underſtand, that 
it was meant to prohibit theft, and all com- 
munion with thieves in their villainy? Yes 
ſurely. Suppoſe then any one of the council 
ſhould, after this, tell the people he preached 
fo, that they might buy any meat publicly 
ſold in the ſhambles, or ſet before them in pri- 
vate houſes, acting no queſtions for conſcience- 
ſake; tho poſſibly the butcher, or the hoſt, 

might have ſtolen that meat: Would any man 
in his ſenſes think this permiſſion was intended 

to annul or invalidate the decree of abſtainin 
from things ſtolen? And if any man think ſuch 
an interpretation abſurd in one caſe, he mutt 
ſurely think it as abſurd in the other eſpecially 
ſince St. Paul himſelf ſo expreſly, and fo ſo- 
lemnly, deters Chriſtians from all participation 
of idolatrous feaſts; that is, from all meats 
oftered to idols, as ſuch: for whereas it was 
pretended by ſome, that they might innocently 
_ partake of 1dol-feaits, ſince they knew that an 
idol was nothing, and that there was no GOD 
but one; he reproves that pretence by 25 
dread- 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 65 
dreadful denunciation in the xth chapter of 
the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, at the 20th 


and 21ſt verſes; But I jay, that the things 
which the Gentiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to 


devils; and not to God: and I would not, that 
ye ſhould have fellowſhip with devils. Ye can- 
not drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of 
devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's 
table, and the table of devils. And will any 
man, after this, pretend to ſay, that St, Paul 
indulg'd Chriſtians, in eating meats offered to 
idols, contrary to the apoſtolic decree ? I will 
lay more; I will venture toattirm, that whoever 
reads St. Paul's firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians 


with attention, will find that the main pur- 


poſe and tendency of it is, to recommend and 
eſtabliſh the ſeveral particular duties contained 
in the apoſtolic decree at Feruſalem; I mean 
the duties of abſtinence from fornication, idol- 
pollutions, and forbidden food “. It is true 


he does this with great addreſs, with ſeeming 


_ conceſſions, ſubmiſſion to their wiſdom, &c. 
but ſtill all theſe have no other view than to 
win them over to his own opinion to more ad- 
vantage. That he meant to deter them from 
fornication and idol-pollutions, is out of all 


4 * Y * —_——— 


As the reader will ſee, not only by the whole tenor of the 


epiſile, but by conſidering, in a more particular manner, the ſe- 
veral paſſages here referred to; wiz. ch. iii. 1, 2, 3, 17. ch. 


. % 7, 9, 190; 11. ch. i. 9. 12, 13. ch. vii 31. [eh. 


vül. intire, and ch. ix. 4, 20, 21, 22, 23, 27. compared 
with ch. x. beginning at the 5th verſe. } . 
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66 RRVELATION Examined, &t. 


doubt: that he meant alſo to with-hold them 
from luxurious and forbidden foods, is, I think, 
evident from the following texts: Be not de- 
ceived: neither fornicators, nor iilolaters, my 


adulterers, nor effeminate, &c. ſhall _ 
the ki ng dom of God. Meats for the belly, 4 
the bell for meats > but God fhall +58 


 borh ut and them. And they that uſe this 3 


as nit abufing it: for the fafhion of this world 
paſſeth away. Neither let us tempt Chriſt, a; 

fome of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed 

of _— Now the deſtruction of the 1/rae/- 

tes 

perate longing for the delicacies of Egypt, from 


which Gop had precluded them: and the 
verſe that follows, is to the fame purpoſe; 
Neither murmur ye, as ſome of them alſo mur- 


mured, and were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer. 
And the reaſon why the apoſtle conveys this 


doctrine fo covertly, and with ſuch caution, 


was, becaule the perſons to whom he wrote, 


were yet weak and carnal; 


Tur main objections to this decree, and 
its doctrines, are, I think, now removed : but 


ſtill there are ſama flizhter cavils that deſerve 


to be conſidered: for inflance; 


Oljeciions of 17 is urged, That the word 
lef moment | ,oveius ( fornication) is wanting 
in ſome: manuſcripts; and that St. 


dugfine tells us contra Fauſt.l. Xxxxli. c. 13.) 
88 1 that 


ere referred to, was for their inten- 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 67 
that ſuch as abſtained from wild-fowl, hare, 
Sc. on account of their being killed without 


bleeding, were laughed at in his time; it being 


underſtood, that our Saviour's declaration 
above-mentioned licenſed all ſorts of food. 


I ANSWER, That, were theſe laughets 
angels from heaven, we were obliged, in this 
cale, to reject them, Gal. i. 8, 9. 


Bes1DEs, this objection from St. Auguſtine, 
and the ridicule of his contemporaries, being 
profeſſedly founded upon our Saviour's decla- 
ration, muſt manifeſtly ſtand or fall, accord- 


ing to the skill or ignorance with which that 
declaration is interpreted: and whether ſuch 


interpreters, as his contemporaries, are more 
the objects of our admiration, our contempt, 
or our pity, I leave the reader to judge. 


Ir were alſo eaſy to confiont this father, 


with other declarations of his own, inconſiſtent 
with the licence here ſeemingly allowed, as 
alſo with many authorities, ſuperior to his own ; 
authorities, of all the earlier fathers, of em- 
perors, and of councils : but as theſe are eaſily 


bo be collected from comments, the reader, if 
| he thinks it worth while to ſearch, may find 


them there. 


I sHALL only add, that, however inſig- 


f nificant the obſervation of this precept of abſti- 
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68 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


nence from blood may now be deem'd, it was 
not ſo conſidered in the early ages of Chri. 


ſtianity: quite otherwiſe ; it was of the laſt 


conſequence to the eſtabliſhment of this holy 
religion in the world: for, whereas it was 2 
known calumny upon the primitive Chriſtians, 
that they ſacrificed children in their aſſemblies, 
and drank their blood, the Chriſtian apologiſts 
defend them from this charge by urging the 


iniquity and abſurdity of ſuppoſing they ſhould 


drink human blood, whole principles obliged 


them to abſtain moſt conſcientiouſly and reli- 


giouſly from blood of every kind; as in fact 
they did, and were ſoon well known to do; 


inſomuch that in the Chriſtian perſecution 


it became the common teſt of their religion, 
to offer them blood; which if they refuſed to 
taſte (as they ſteadily did, even in the ways 


that blood is now exten among us), they were 


immediately concluded to be Chriſtians, and as 
ſuch condemn'd to martyrdom ; which they 


patiently and chearfully ſuffer'd, rather than 


violate the expreſs commands of Gov, and 
decree of his apoſtles, againſt that practice. 


Nor was this abſtinence of great conſe— 
quence in this point only; it was of the utmoſt 
importance to keep out one of the greateſt and 


molt grievous errors, that diſgraces the Chri- 


ſlian religion at this day, I mean the doctrine 


of tranſubſlantiation: for, had this been one 
ef the known principles of Chriſtians in the 
Or nn carly 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 69 


carly ages, they would then have been ſo far 
from being able to refute the charge of their 
eating blood, that it muſt have been retorted 
upon them with tenfold force. 


Tux objection from the defectiveneſs of 
the text in ſome manuſcripts, Dr. Cale hath 


fully and learnedly confuted: and I thall 
only add, that theſe ſedulous objectors had 


been ſilent upon the point, had they remem- 
beed, that this decree is founded upon Saint 
James's ſentence, where no defect is pretended; 
and that the ſame decree is again recited (A4 
xxl. 25. ), and by the apoltles themſclves, 
without any omiſſion or deficiency, 


Ss Bur ſtill it may be objected, that the pro- 
hibition of ſuch minute things as meats and 
| drinks, are below the majeſty of Gop. 


| TI answenR, That it may with as much 
E juſtice be objected, that anger, and abuſive 
appellations, are prohibited in the Gojpel: 
For are not theſe at leaſt equally beneath 
the majeſty of Go p? Human wiſdom may ob- 
E ject, whatever inſolence and vanity ſuggeſt: 
but theſe principles will always be ill mea- 
| {ures, by which to eſtimate the wiſdom and 
E majeſty of Gop. It is the perfection, and 
ever will be the glory, of the Goſpel, that it 


| prohubits not only groſs and immediate acts 
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70 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


of immorality, but even its moſt diſtant and 
unſuſpected tendencies. 


Fox my own part, I can no more ſee any 
abſurdity in a ſubordination of duties in any 
law, either of Gon or man, than of magi. 
ſtrates in government. The reſpect, exacted 
towards inferior magiſtrates, adds double dig. 
nity and veneration to the characters of thoſe 
above them: in like manner, the religion with 
which little things are guarded, adds double 
fanction to the greater. 5 


AN p after all; whoever looks with atten. 
tion into the ways of nature and providence, 
and conſiders to what minute ſeeds, little acci- 
dents, and ſeemingly cafual and unimportant 
inſtitutions and inſtructions, the greateſt pro- 
ductions in nature, the greateſt revolutions in 
the affairs of the world, and the greateſt cha- 
raters among mankind, have owed, and til! 
owe, their origin, will neither find it eaſy, nor 
| prudent, to pronounce what is little, or unmo- 
mentous, in the appointments and inſtitutions 


of Almighty Gop. Give me leave to add, 


that ſuch ſentences will never be the calm 
deciſions of a truly inlarged and enlightened 
o 


I am but too ſenſible, that a doctrine very 


different from this prevails at preſent: it is 


thought 
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4 REVELATION Examiued, "Sy 40 
3 thought adviſable to demoliſh. the outworks. 


of religion, to prevent their being made, I 


know not what, /odgments for the enemy. 1 
ſhould imagine, that the city af Go p had no 
vain works erected about it; at leaſt, none of 
Gop's erecting! and theſe only I contend to 
preſerve: at leaſt, I am ſure, if we conſider 
the church of GOD under another image, 
which the language of Scripture hath made 
more familiar to us, I mean, that of a vine- 
E yard, this way of reaſoning will ill bear the 
teſt; deſtroying the fences of the vineyard 
was never thought the beſt way to preſerve 
its fruit, May we not with much more juſtice 
complain to Go p, in the words of the P/almiſt, 
of the preſent condition of that vine, which his 
own right-hand hath planted amongſt us? Thou 
nadeſt room for it; and, when it had taken root, 
it filled the land. The hills were covered with 
the ſhadow of it ; and the boughs thereof were 
like the goodly cedar-trees. She ſtretched cut 
ber branches unto the ſea, and her boughs unto 
the river. Why haſt thou then broken down ber 
hedge, that all they that go by, pluck off ber 


grapes? The wild boar out of the wood doth | 


root it up, and the wild beaſts of the field devour 
it, Turn thee again, thou God of hoſts; look 
down from heaven ; behold and viſit this vine. 


I a ſenſible I have already detained the 


reader too long upon this ſubject; I am ſure, 


much longer than I coulg with: and yet, 


F'4. before 
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72 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
before I conclude, I muſt beg his patience for 
one obſervation more, and but one, in relation 
to the importance of it; vix. that it will not 
be eaſy to produce one fo direct, plain, and 
authoritative prohibition of all the impiety and 
immorality forbidden by this decree, from any 
other part of the New Teſtament beſides. 


Fon, tho' St. Paul expreſly prohibits both 


'  1dolatry and fornication, yet poſſibly all men 
may not count his fingle prohibition as au- 


thoritative, as that of the whole council of the 
apoſtles, under the immediate influence of the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


IN this decree, fornication, and idol- pol- 
lutions, are expreſly prohibited; and luxury 


af the worſt kind, that is, luxury indulged 


with cruelty, prohibited in its cauſe; and, I 


believe, no Chriſtian will deny, that the per- 


fection of the Goſpel required, that ſuch im- 
moral and impious practices ſhould be prohi- 
bited, under the fulleſt and firmeſt ſanctions 
of divine authority; the groſſer more expreily 
and authoritatively, and all ſufficiently, © 


Ir were eaſy to corroborate theſe reaſonings 


by the authorities of ſome of the beſt and ableſt 


men that this, or perhaps any other age of the 
world ever produced; but that of Sir 1/aac 
Newton may, J hope, ſtand in the ſtead of all the 
reſt: as it raay be found at large in p. 188, 

88 189, 


Oo HOY ODE, PH ES CORE 5 


| revelation and command; a com- 
mand of eaſy, unexpenſive obſervance, pre- 
ventive of cruelty, luxury, and many other 
evils; and conducive to much good! mani- 

3 | feſtly 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 73 


189, 190, of his chronology. I ſhall only 
tranſcribe what follows: 


© AND Moſes adds the pep of being 


« merciful even to brute beaſts, ſo as not to 


« ſuck out their blood, nor to cut off their fleſh 


« give with the blood in it, nor to kill them for 
* the ſake of their blood, nor to ftrangle them; 
« but, in killing them for food, to 27 out Het 
8 bleod, and ſpill it upon the ground, Gen. ix. 
6 4. and Levit. xvii. 12, 13. This law was 


« antienter than the days of Moſes, being 


« given to Noah and his ſons, long before the 


( days of Abraham and therefore, when the 


ce apoſtles and elders in the council of Jeru- 
« {alem declared, that the gentiles were not 


© obliged to be circumciſed, and keep the law 


1 Moſes, they excepted this law of abſtain- 
« ing from blood, and things ſtrangled, as 
being an earlier law of GO p, impoſed not 
on the ſons of Abraham only, but on all 
nations, while they lived together in Shinar 
under the dominion of Noah: and of the ſame 
* kind is the law of abſtaining from meats 
* offered to idols, or falſe gods, and IJ for- 


% mcation,” 


Tavs have I defended a divine A ſummary 


Pe or ation. 
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feſtly contributing to the healthfulneſs and 
fimplicity, and, in conſequence of both theſe, 
to the elegance and delicacy of food. 


A coMMAND, in its nature, negative and 
abſolute, as that of the forbidden fruit. 


A coMMAND given by Go p himſelf to 
Noah, repeated to Moſes, and ratified by the 
apoſtles of Jeſiis Chriſt; given immediately 
after the flood, When the world, as it were, 


began anew; and the only one given on that 
great occaſion; repcated with awful folemnity, 


to that people whom Gop ſeparated from the 
reſt of mankind, to be holy to hiniſelf; re- 


peated with dreadful denunciations of divine 


vengeance, both againſt the Jew and the 
f/irauger that ſhould dare to tranſgreſs it; and 


ratified by the molt ſolemn and ſacred council, 


that ever was aſſembled upon earth; acting 


under the immediate influence of the Spirit of 


Gop! tranſmitted from that ſacred aſſembly 
to the ſeveral churches of the neighbouring 


nations, by the hands of no meaner meſſengers, 


than two biſhops, and two apoſtles; aflerted 
by the beſt writers and moſt philoſophic 
ſpirits of their age, the. Chriſtian apologiſts; 
and ſealed with the blood of the beſt men, the 
Chriſtian martyrs! confirmed by the unani- 
mous ſentences of fathers, emperors, and coun- 
cils; and one of theſe as low as the fixth 


century; reverenced (in conformity to the prac | 
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tice and principles even of Jews and Mabo- 
* metans ) by the whole church of Gop for the 
firſt 300 years after Chriſt; and by all the 
| churches of the Eaſt to this day; churches 
allowed to be more extenſive, and not more 

| corrupt, than that which vaunts itſelf catholic 
and znfal/ible; and ſupported by the authorities 
of ſome of the ableſt and beſt writers of this 
or any age, And will any man, after this, 
dare to vilify this command ? Will any man 
in his ſenſes pronounce a precept, ſo given, ſo 
repeated, and ſo ratified by Gop himſelf, 
unmeaning and unimportant? Can we imagine, 
that it was aſſerted by the moſt learned men 
of the early ages of Chrgſtianity (and many of 

the later) without knowlege ? or obeyed by 
the moſt holy, even unto death, without con- 
ſcience? or reverenced by the whole church 
of Gop, without reaſon? And ſhall we, after 
all this, contemn this command, becauſe light 
libertines revile, and infolents deſpiſe it? or, 
at beſt, becauſe ſome learned men have given 
very weak and ungrounded, very unlearned 
reaſons, for believing it repealed? reaſons which 
| have now ſufficiently refuted and expoſed. 
And ſhall ſuch reaſons, and ſuch authorities, 
weigh againſt Gop, and the inſpirations of his 
Holy Spirit? againſt the apoſtles, and apologiſts, 
and martyrs ; and the whole church of Goo, 
for the three firſt and pureſt ages of the Chr7- 
ſlian æra; and ſome of the greateſt geniuſes, and 
lights of learning, that ever the world beheld 
| f ſince 


„ 


56 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
ſince that era? Let others glory in their Chy;- 


tian liberty, as they like beſt : but, perhaps, 


to ſome of theſe we may ſay with St. Paul; 


Nur glorying is not good: know ye not, that a 


li: le leaven leaveneth the whole lump) 2 


Tnus much, at leaſt, we may ſay with 


him; Let not him that eateth, deſpiſe him that 


-ateth not: and let not him which eateth not, 


judge him that cateth, There is room for 
charity on both ſides, but with this advantage 


to the abſtinent, that meat (moſt certainly ) 
commendeth us not to Ged : for neither, if we 
eat, are we the hetter ; neither, if we eat not, 


are we the worſe, It is fome conſolation to be 


on the ſure ſide of duty, Glory who will, in 
his Chriſtian liberty; Meats for the belly, and 
the belly for meats : but then let them not for- 


get what follows, God ball deftroy both Ut and 


them. 


Te mine be an error, it muſt be owned, at 


the ſame time, that it is an error on the ſure 
| fide: it is innocent: it is an error infinitely 


better authorized, and nearer allied to religion, 
virtue, and humanity, than its contrary! for 


(not to mention the precepts of apoſtles, the 


opinions of fathers, and the decrees of councils), 
if I err, I err with the moſt men (not heathen), 


and with the beſt! with the whole Chriſtion 
world of the beſt ages! and the whole Eaſteru 


world to this day! Ierr, on the ſide of huma- 
nity 
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nity and health; and a religious gratitude to 


the Author and Giver of life, for every crea- 


ture ſlain for my ſupport! Terr, in oppoſition to 


a practice manifeſtly brutal and ſavage; a prae- 
tice which human nature abhors; a ſavage 
practice which over-ran the Weſt, together 
with the Goths and Vandals; a practice intro- 


duced by Scythian barbarity, and eſtabliſhed, 
by popery, when it had paved the way to one 
of its greateſt and worſt corruptions; eſtabliſhed, 
with other works of darkneſs, in the ages of 
error and ignorance, and their neceſſary con- 
ſequences, immorality and irreligion, 


A PRACTICE, which, under its only co- 


lourable pretence, of aſſerting Chriſtian liberty, 
can, in the ordinary courſe of things, neither 
anſwer nor propoſe any end worth mentioning, 


but thoſe of ſloth, luxury and cruelty ; ends, 
of all others, leaſt Chriftzan! 


Bur, tho' all this be demonſtrably true, 


yet am I ſufficiently ſenſible, that IL have all 
this time been ſpeaking in a great meaſure to 


appetite, which hath no ears; and to prejudice, 
which hath no eyes; to perverſeneſs, incapable 
of attention ; and to pride, incapable of con- 


viction: and am ſo far from being able to bring 


ſome men to reaſon, that I am myſelf, per- 
haps, become the obje& of their pity, for 
attempting it; that I have been feeding the 
ralllery of libertines, and the ſcoffs of infidels; 

N that 
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58 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
that even dulneſs will droll on this occafion, 
and ſtupidity break ſtale jeſts. Alas! who i; 
ſo ignorant, as not to know, that the ſcorner, 
toe to every virtue and excellence in lite! muſt, 
in that very character, be the ſworn enemy 
of every part of religion; of that religion, by 
which every virtue lives, and is eſteemed in 
the world? Who is ſo ignorant, as not to know, 


that this meaneſt denomination of men ſubſiſts 


upon earth, like the meaneſt ſpecies of inſects: 


by tiezing and tainting to the utmoſt of their 


malignant might; and then feeding where 


they have infected? But, Gop be praiſed, 


their impotence affects nothing but infirmity ! 
and the ſlighteſt fence is ſecurity againſt them, 
Some difference, I hope, will be allowed 

between us, on this occation: I write, from 


the dictates of a good conſcience; it is theirs to 


fee, if they reproach not from the influence 
of an evil: I write from the cleareſt conviction ; 
ict them beware, that they rail not from corrup- 
tion. This I will fay without ſcruple ; I reaſon 


from thg light of an humble, an honeſt, and 


a diligent inquiry; and, if they ridicule, they 
ridicule from the depth of a lazy, and a con- 
ceited ignorance. How far that ignorance wall 
acquit them at the great day of account, Gon 


only knows. 


D xs- 
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Diss ERTATION III. 
Of 7he building of Babel. 
$A) HEN the world, as it were, 


and his ſons, Moſes tells us, that 
Gop bleſſed them twice, in a 


very remarkable manner, and in 


word: that plainly imply the blefling of 


an immenſe increaſe, Thus, in Ger. ix. 1. 


And God bleſſed Noah, and bis ſons; and 


ſaid unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, 


and repleniſh the earth. And again at the 


7th verſe, And you, Be fruitful, and multiply ; 
bring forth abundantly in the earth, and mu!- 
tiply therein, By theſe commands in ſuch 
reiterated and exaggerating expreſſions, of 
being fruitful, multiplying, and bringing 
forth abundantly, is plainly meant, accord- 
ing to the idiom of the Hebrew tongue, the 
blelling of a very extraordinary and prodi- 
e | gious 


began a ſecond time, in Noah 
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80 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
gious increaſe, conferred upon Noah and his 
ſons: for, what Go D commands, he wills; 

and what he wills; inüſt have effect. From 
hence ſome have inferred, that mankind were 
multiplied by twins, at leaſt for many year; 
next after the flood; and they are confirmed 
in this conjecture, by finding, that, according 
to the Hebrew chronology of the Old Teſta- 
ment, they were, in about an hundred year 
from that #ra, numerous enough to ſet about 

the building of the tower of Babel, the moſt 


magnificent and ſtupendous work of all an- 


tiquity. % 


THE number of mankind; ſuppoſed by 


ſome then in the world, amounts to about x 


million and an half. But the learned primate 


Uſher contents himfelf with half that num- 


ber, vis. 388000 males, and as many fc- 
males, | 


By r, as much the greater part of theſe 
muſt have been children at this time, and 
many of thoſe, who were ſufficient for la- 


bour, muſt be taken up in cultivating the 


ground, and furniſhing proviſion for thoſe, 


who were employed in building ; the re- 


maining hands are, by ſome men, deemed a 
number not ſufficient to ſet about, and much 
leſs to finiſh, ſo great a work. 
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I $HALL not enter into this diſpute, buf 
content myſelf with obſerving, that there is 
not the leaſt neceſſity for coptining even the 

eginning of that great undertaking to this 
time; ſince the only reaſon of moment 
alligned for that continement, is this : © 
18 ſaid, in the xth chapter of Geneſis, 


the 25th verſe, That. unto Eber were hy 


two ſons ; the name of one was Peleg, which 


is derived from an Hevrew word, ſignifying to 


divide: and the reaſon of the name is an- 
nexed; for in his days was the earth di- 
vided. Now, by the ſubſequent account of 
Peleg's anceſtors; we find, that he was born 


in the Io iſt year after the flood : from 


whence it is conrluded, that the earth began 
to be divided at his birth. But this con- 
cluſion by no means follows from the text, 
which only ſays, that in his days the earth 
was divided: words, which can, with no 
propriety or colour of reaſon, be ſuppoſed 
to imply, that this diviſion began at his 
birth, Nor is it ſo much as ſaid, that this 
name was given him at his birth : and it is 
certain, it might as well have been given 
him, at any time after, from his being A 
principal agent among his own family, in 
the diviſion made in his days: as it is noto- 
rious, that names have been given not only 


to men, but to families, from like accidents, 


in e inſtances, throughout all ages and 
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82 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


regions of the world : or ſuppoſe the name 
given at his birth, Why might it not have 
been given prophet ically, as that of Noah, 
from an event toreſeen, which did not how- 
ever come to pats till many hundreds of 
years after the name was given? And fince 
Peleg lived two hundred and thirty-nine 
years, and that his younger brother Joktan, 


and his ſons, were a conliderable colony in 
the difttibution of the world at that time, 
it is much more rational, and every way 
more credible, that this diftribution did not 
begin, till a conſiderable part of his life was 


lapſed. And if it be ſuppoſed begun about 


an hundred years after his birth, or if his 


birth be computed according to the chrono- 
logy of the Septuagint, we ſhall then have 


time ſufficient for finiſhing the great work 


of Babel, before this diſtribution ; ſince 
mankind might very well be multiplied to 


ſome millions be forethat time. 


Havins thus prepared the way, the buſi- 
neſs of this diſſertation Hall be to inquire, 


Firſt, WHETHER there ever were ſuch a 
tower built, as is here ſpoken of by Meſes; 
and, if built, by whom ? 


Secondly, War end the builders propoſed 
by erecting 10 e a ſtructure ? 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 83 


Thirdly, Wu end Almighty Gop pro- 
poſed by defeating their project in the man- 
ner here boided by Mejes ; viz. by con- 
founding their W And, | 


Loftly, To anſwer the objections which 
have been raiſed againſt this account of the 
confuſion of tongues, 


In the firſt place, then, That there was 


ſuch a tower in Babylon, is out of all doubt: 


that it was alſo built of brick and ſlime, as 
the Scriptures exprels, is atteſted by Horodes 
tus and Arrian, who were both upon the 
{pot ; the Hime being that pitchy ſubſtance 
called aſphaltus, Wich which that country 
abounds; and the brick, Herodotus aſſures 
us, was baked in furnaces ; ſo perfectly does 
his teſtimony agree with Moſes, who records 


the purpoſe of thoſe builders, and their 


performance of it, in theſe words : And 
they ſaid one to another, Go to, let us make 
brick, and burn them throughly ; j and they had 
brick for tone, and flime had they for morter. 
Then follows; And they ſaid, Go to, let us 
build us a city, and a aer whoſe top may 
reach unto heaven, 


TE expreſſion of teaching unto heaven 


is uſed, according to the known idiom of the 


Helrew, and the Greek alſo, to ſignify very 
8 great 


i ; 
5 TY 
\ 

| 

; 

of 

\ 


— * — 7 RD = W * * = 4, Do Act oY — 5 * Y ” - 
N 2 
| | * 
K = L ; FE LIM 8 
— ” 4 8 —— p - 
l * 8 3 . / WO =o, 
OG PoE we — "I ELIF 3 3 8 3 


— 
— 


I — ö * 


4 
2; 
17 
BY ©. 
Eel 
1 
135 
135 
2 
i 
9 
( 
14 
1 
*, 
{ 
1 I _ 
FS 2 
. 


great height. And, 


built it; 
that Nebuchadnezzar took all the glory of it 


to Semiramis; 


84 REVELATION Exammed, &c. 
in fact, the height of 


this tower Was prodigious; ; it was an hun- 
dred and nineteen feet higher than the 
higheſt of the Egyptian pyramids; even 
according to their accounts, who rate it 
loweſt *. Now the accounts "of the heathen, 
concerning this city, are all either fabulous 
or contradictory: 4 
others, Semiramis; and we know, 


to himiclf. Cas (and after him Dzodorus) 
aſcribes all the buildings of that great city 
which yet were the known 
works of many ſucceeding g generations; and 
which were ſo prodigious, that it was im- 


 potlible they could be otherwiſe executed. 


But, as he is an hiſtorian of no credit, and 


demonſtrably and notoriouſly falſe in his 


account of this matter; and as other hea- 
then hiſtorians are not ſo much as agreed 
who was the founder of the city (tho all 
agree, that this tower was the temple ot 
Belus, who is ſuppoſed the Nimrod of the 
Scripture) ; ſome + teeming of opinion, that it 


—_— 
— 


* Strabo determines the Babe © of it to be a furlong ; and, 
upon this foot, the authors of the Univerſal Hiſtory compute 
it to be 179 feet TOY than the greateſt of the Egyptian 
pyramids. 

+ Pliny, vol. i. p. 356. Durat adhuc ibi Jovis Beli templun: : 
inventor hic fuit fi 22 ſcientiæ. And Died. Siculus, |. i. 


gives us to underſtand, that the Cbaldeans made their aſtro- 
nomical obſervations there, 


Was 


ſome ſay, that Belus 


REvELATION Examined, &c. 85 
was erected by him tor aſtronomical obſer- 
' vations; and others, that it was built a 
little later, and dedicated to him; it is plain 


we have no account of this matter to reſt 
upon, with any clearneſs and confidence, 


except that of Mc/es; who, as he is doubt- 
leſs the moſt antient, is alſo found, after all 


poſſible ſcrunity, to be infinitely the moſt 


authentic hiſtorian, of all antiquity, 


AN p as this tower of Babel, confidered 


upon the foot of the antient chronology, is 
doubtleſs the oldeſt work, of the oldeſt (at 
leaſt, one of the oldeſt) city, of the oldeſt 
empire of the world; and confeſſedly at- 
chieved in the beginning of that empire ; the 
queſtion, then, is, How it could be performed 
ſo early, otherwiſe than in the manner Mo/es 
relates it? for Belus is allowed, by moſt and 
beſt heathen writers *, to be the founder of 
the city, as well as the empire; and it never 
was doubted, that the tower was built by 
the founder of the empire, when the ſame 
perſon is ſuppoſed the founder of the city : 
and, being at tne ſame time allowed the moſt 


prodigious work of all antiquity, the queſtion 


is, How Belus could build it? It is not to be 
imagined, how it could be attempted by any 


— 


See Quint. Curt. 1. v. and Pliny, ut ſupra. Prideaux's 
connection, part I. I. ii. | | 
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of ſuch infinite toil and trouble, 


86 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


prince in the infancy both of empire and 


arts; in the infancy of empire, when royalty 
was confined, for the moſt part, to the domi- 
nion of one or two cities? as it certainly 
was, as low as Abraham; and no more than 
four are attributed even to Nimrod in the 


Scripture; and Moſes's account of him is, 


that he began to be a mighty one in the earth : 


which the beſt writers explain, by his being 
the firſt that laid the foundation of regal 


authority among mankind; and to imagine, 
that ſuch a beginner of ſovereign power 
could effect ſuch a ſtructure as the tower of 
Babel, is a wild ſuppoſition, Nor is it 
imaginable, how an empire, able to effect 


ſuch a work, could be intirely acquired, 


and ſo thoroughly eſtabliſhed by the fame 
perfon, as to allow leiſure for amuſements 
It is true, 
great empires have ſince been ſeemingly 
acquired by ſingle perſons, as Cyrus and 
Alexander: but there is a great error in this 
ſuppoſition ; they began, upon the founda- 
tion of kingdoms already acquired by their 


anceſtors ;- and eſtabliſhed, by the care and 


wiſdom of many ſucceſſive rulers, for ſeveral 
generations; and after a long improvement 
and excrcue of their people in arts and arms, 
which gave them fingular advantages over 
thoſe they conquered: ſo that tho' theſe 


empires roſe to their height under Cyrus 


and Alexander, yet were they in reality the 
e work 
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work of many ages. Even Genghi/can, and 
Tamerlane the Great, fet out upon the 
credit and ſtrength of confiderable principa- 
lities long in the poſſeſſion of their anceſtors ; 


nor is there any inſtance (that ever I could 


learn) of any great empire, from the founda- 
tion of the world, intirely erected and eſta- 
bliſhed by one private perſon : and there- 


fore there is all the reaſon in the world to 


believe, that Nimrod's dominion was not 
very great; or, if it were, there is no in- 
ſtance of works of this kind attempted from 
that day to this, but from the fulneſs of 
wealth, and wantonneſs of power; after 


peace, luxury, and long leiſure, had intro- 


duced and eſtabliſhed arts: and therefore 


nothing can be wilder, than to attribute 


this work to the power and vanity of one 
man, in the infancy both of arts and empire; 
and when we can ſcarce ſuppoſe, that there 
was any ſuch thing as artificial wealth in the 
world. And ſince this building is un- 
doubtedly very antient, nay, demonſtrably 
as antient as the Scriptures make it, and yet 
cannot be ſuppoſed the work of any one 
man in that period, to what can it, with any 


appearance of probability, be aſcribed, but 


to the united labours of all mankind ? And 
that it was completed in that union, before 


the confuſion of their language, ſeems highly 


probable from theſe words of Moſes, in the 
eighth verſe of this chapter, So te Lord 
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88 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ſcattered them abroad from thence upon the 


face of all the earth; and they left off to bild 
toe city. If the tower had not been finiſhe( 
before this time, their ceſſation from that 
alſo would naturally have been mentioned; 
but vanity being a main motive to this work, 
as ſhall be ſhewn immediately, it is proba- 


ble, the work af greateſt vanity was firſt 


begun and executed; and executed douht- 
leſs it might be, by ſuch an immenſe num- 
þer of men ſo united ; but impoſſible to be 


executed by the power of any ſeparate ſo- 
ciety of men, for many ages after the di- 


ſperſion. 


_ Bes1Dpes, if Sir Jaac Newton's correction 
of antient chronology be right, neither Be- 
lus, nor Ninus, nor Semiramis, the ſuppoicd 
builders of this tower, in the accounts of ths 
heathen, had to much as a being till many 


hundreds of years after Mo/es's account of 


this matter: and yet Mofes ſpeaks of this 
tower and city, as of any other affairs well 


known in his time: Can we then, with any 


colour of reaſon, doubt of its exiſtence at 
that time? And what end could he have in 
giving a falſe or ſictitious account of its ori- 
gin? unleſs to diſcredit the reſt of his write- 
ings, and defeat his own purpoſes, with 4 
people, with whom the tradition of this mat- 
ter was very freſh; as it could not but be, 
in ſo {mall a ſpace from the moſt remarkable 


cvent 
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event that ever was, ſince the foundation of 
he world, except the deluge, 


AND therefore, take this matter either 
way, either upon the foot of the antient 
chronology, or the correction of it, Moſes's 


account is the only one that can be relied on 


with any appearance of reaſon. 


I CANNOT in this place forbear taking 


notice of a paſſage in Diodorus Siculus (l. i.), 
which gives great confirmation to this part 


of the Moſaic hiſtory : he tells us, that on 
the walls of one of the Babylonian palaces 


was pourtrayed a general hunting of all 


ſorts of wild beaſts ; with the figure of a 


woman on horſeback piercing a leopard, 
and a man fighting with a hon ; ſuppoſed 


to repreſent Semiramis and Ninus; and, on 


the wall of the other palace, armies in bat» 
talia, and huntings of feveral kinds. Now 
Moſes, when he hath told us, that Nimrod 


began to be a mighty one en the earth, adds 


alio, that he was a mighty hunter before the 


Lord, i. e. according to the Hebrew idiom, 
he was a very great and remarkable huntſ- 


man; ſo remarkable, that it became a com- 
mon ſaying in the world, Even as Nimrod, 


the mighty hunter before the Lord, Now, 
as hunting is the beſt means of training up 
men to war, and was the moſt natural means 


of attaining to empire, in thoſe early ages, 


by 
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go REVELATION Examined, &c. 


by the glory gained, and public good done 
in deſtroying thoſe wild beaſts which inſeſte4 
the world at that time: and alſo by drawing 


together a body of men under one leader , 


and as boars and lions are ſtill carried in the 
eſcutcheons of great families, in memory ot 
ſome exploits atchieved by their anceſtor, 
on ſuch creatures, as Mr. Selden obſerves. 
and fince Myo/es tells us, not only that Nim: 
rod was a mighty huntſman, but likewiſe, 


that Babel was the beginning of his kingdom: 


what can be ſo rational an account of theſe 


ornaments on the Babylonian palaces, as that 


they were ſet up by ſome of Nimrod's de- 


icendants, in their anceſtor's imperial city, 


in memory of the great founder of their 
family, and the empire? 


Ap thus having cleared the firſt head of 


my inquiry, viz. Whether there ever was 


ſuch a tower as that mentioned in my text, 
and who were the builders of it; I now 


roceed, m the ſecond place, to inquire 


what end theſe builders propoſed by erecting 


fo magnificent a ſtructure, 


AND that, I think, is ſufficiently ex- 


| plained to us, Gen. xi. 4. And they ſaid, Go 
to, let us build a city, and a tower, whiſe 


top may reach unto heaven ; and let us make 
us name, leſt (or, as the LXX. render it, 
before) 
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before) we be ſcattered abroad upon the face 
ile whole earth, 


| Now in this reſolution two ends ſeem 
© plainly to be aimed at; to prevent a diſperſion, 
and to make a name: let us conſider each of 
F theſe diſtinctly, 


PiS r, then, we are to inquire, how they 
could propoſe to prevent a diſperſion, by 

building this tower: and this, I think, is 
obvious: they were now in the midſt of a 
vaſt plain, undiftinguiſhed by roads, build- 
FE ings, or boundaries of any kind, except 
rivers. The proviſion of paſture, and other 
neceſſaries, obliged them to ſeparate ; and, 
when they were ſeparated, there was a ne- 
ceſſity of ſome guidance, to bring them to- 
gether again, on occaſion : otherwiſe all 
regular and eaſy communication muſt be cut 
off; and, with that, all the pleaſures of ſo- 
ciety. Now what could ſo naturally and 
properly prevent all theſe inconveniences, 
as a tower large and lofty enough to be ſeen 
at great diſtances ; and, conſequently, ſuffi 
cient to guide them from all quarters of that 
immenſe region ! and, when they had occa- 
lon to correſpond, or come together, no- 
thing was more proper, than the contiguous 
buildings of a city, for their reception, and 
more convenient communication. 
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92 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


BEFORE their deſcent, Ararat, and the 
ark upon it, were landmarks ſufficient: and 
nothing could ſo effectually ſupply their 
place npon a vaſt plain, as an ample tower 
of ſufficient eminence : and this was fo ju 
and judicious a reaſon for erecting this 
tower, that Perigonius, a late learned writer, 


thought it the only one implied in the text, 


and hath, with a good deal of learning (and 
not without ſome probability), endeavoured 
to ſhew, that the words, Let us make 18 4 


name, might, in the original, ſignify no more, 


than let us make us a fer, that is, a land- 
mark or monument to guide us. 


Bur, foraſmuch as thoſe words would 
then be unneceſlary, a monument or land- 
mark being ſufficiently implied in the idea 
of a tower, whoſe top may reach unto heaven; 
and as the LXX, have rendered them other- 
wiſe, to imply a motive of fame or vanity ; 
and both theſe reaſons are very natural, and 
very well conſiſtent ; therefore I chuſe to un- 
derſtand the words in the common received 
ſenſe. Take this reſolution, then, in the 
light of both theſe motives united, and the 


reaſoning of theſe bold builders will ſtand 


thus: 


Wx are here on a vaſt plain; our diſper- 
ſion is inevitable; our increaſe, and the ne- 
ceſſities 
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GS REVELATION Examined, &c. 93 
ceſſities of life, demand it: we are ſtrong and 
4 happy, united; divided, we ſhall be weak 
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e and wretched : let us then contrive ſome 1 
1 means of union, and friendly communica- ; | 
r 4 tion (which may at the ſame time per- | 
r petuate our fame and memory); and what "BY 
t means ſo proper for theſe purpoſes, as a "l 
: magnificent city, and a mighty tower, hoſe q | | 
„ may reach wnto heaven ? This city, and Wil. 
\ WW this tower, will be ſure means of union, and ih 
i WW friendly communication; the tower will be 1 
a landmark to us, throughout the whole ex- A 
: WE tent of this vaſt plain *; and fo make our 1 
 [W correſpondence eaſy, as the city will make 


it commodious. Theſe glorious purpoſes 
we are well able to effect, united ; but, 
divided, we ſhall be inconſiderable; and 


I 


— 
head 


: * 


As to the extent of this plain, the reader will, I hope, not 
be diſpleaſed at my tranſcribing a paragraph upon this head from 
the learned authors of the Univerſal Hiſtory before-mentioned 


„ | 
We meet with footſteps of the name of Shinaar, in thoſe | 
« parts, both in antient and modern authors; Seuraar of Ba- 5 1 
„ bylon is mentioned by Heſlieus the Mileſian, and the city of 
Singara in Meſopotamia by ſeveral. Some ſpeak of a territory 
of that name in the ſame quarters; Pto/ my places both the 
city and mountain of Sixgara there; all which ſeem to be 
the ſame city, mountain, and territory, Which ſtill bear the 
name of Samar in the eaſt. The part of Meſopotamia, choſen 
out by the aſtronomers in the time of Knalifah al Mamin, 
for meaſuring the content of a degree of a great circle, was 
the deſart of Sexj4r ; which the nature of that experiment 
ſhews to have been large, as well as a level country; and th's : 44 
we take to have been, at leaſt, a part of the antient plain of 1 | 
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diſperſe inglorious, and eſtranged, over the 
face of the earth, 


CoMMENTATORSs have ruzzled 
themſelves to find out forced reaſons fo- 
this union of mankind in ſo um 
an undertaking; when the plain natural 
reaſons of it hy ſo fully and fairly befor 
them in the text, 


Tary were all the ſons of one man 
bred up in brotherly afſection, and under all 
the motives of friendly union, that can be 
their common father was their 
common governor : they were the only men 
on the globe; and they had no property to 
contend for. What would not ſuch friends, 
ſo united, undertake ! What attempt coul 
be too arduous, or too diſcouraging, by con- 

ſuch an 
union! 


Bur, befides all this, all the pride and 


magnificence of their obs were detaced, 


and utterly deſtroyed, by the deluge, with- 


out the leaſt remains or memorial of their 


grandeur | conſequently the earth was now 
a clear ſtage, whereon to erect new and 
unrivalled monuments of glory and gran- 
deur to themſelves : nor could they want 


art to effect their purpoſe ; it being in itſelf 


a work 


S (to | 
ſome 
take 

ſtruc 
the 
ancet 
being 
© {hou! 
wan. 
ever 

no- 
ſtren 
E the 


Will 
vied 
the 
nece 
tain] 
for! 


fine 


and 
Wh 


> 


if it had, Noah knew, at leaſt an hun 


N dec and FEY years beforchand, that the 


be deſtroyed, ad peopled 


exrth Was 


7 


egain from hin; he knew, that he, and his 
ſons, Neal want houſes after the flood; 
and therefore he muſt be very negligent 
L (8 fry no worſe), if he did not acquire 


ome knowlege and {kill in building; and 


3 5 care alſo, that his ſons ſhould be in- 
ſtructed in architecture. And they had all 
the inventions and improvements of their 
anceſtors for their guides and models. And, 


being aſſured by GOD himtelf, that the world 


1 mould be deſtroyed no more in the ſame 
manner, they had reaſon to believe, that what- 
erer monuments of magnificence they ſhould 
E now erect, would laſt in proportion to the 
E firength of the ſtructure, and durableneſs of 
the materials. As to the firſt, I believe it 


will be allowed, that no other firufture ever 
vied with this in point of ſtrength (except 
the pyramids) ; ; and, whether it was through 
neceſſity or ct: ice, 13 hard to fay, but cer- 
tainly they choſe the moſt durable materials 
tor their ſtructure, that this world affords ; 


| fince right good brick clay, throughly burnt, 


and ſuch was that of which this building 
wholly conſiſted, is found to ouilalt marble ; 
and 


ReveELATION Examined, &c. 95 


b a work of the utmoſt plainneſs and ſimpli- 
e which required little art or contrivance; 


4 nn . nie. 
22222 ͤ ⁰„%æ : eds 


* = w 
—— Ä — 
t 


— — —— ſ— > 


— — — — — 


2 a —— uae rn <A. - 


— —— — — 


— 


— — a—_—_—_ 


- . 2 — ow 2 * A * — - ; 
r —__ - _ Do — 5 ws 


2 7 Ia 


2 


— 


de 


and pyramids, may well be allowed ſuffi- 


96 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


and is, I believe, more durable even than 
metals of any kind *, 


Nox let any man think it ſtrange, that! 
lay fo great a ſtreſs upon the motive of 
vanity, towards effecting this work, when it 
is notorious, that this is the very principle, 
which hath ever governed and incited the 
whole race of mankind, in all the works 
and monuments of magnificence, that ever 
were erected, from the foundation of the 
world, to this day: that which could ere& 
ſo many cities, mauſoleums, palaces, pillars, 


cient for one Babel. 


Bur here I would have the reader cai- 


_ tioned, not to imagine, that I think this tower 


and city could be for ever the means of an 


immediate union and communication among 
this people, and their poſterity, or that they 


thought it could: the conſtant increaſe of 


their numbers would perpetually demand a 
proportionable diſperſion, till the whole 


earth was overſpread by them; and conſc- 
quently, there would ſoon be a neceſſity of 


Dio obſerves (1. Ixviii. p. 783. ed. Leuencl.) that theol. 


tus, with which Babylon was built, gives ſuch a firmneſs and 


ſecurity [4794A#ay] to burnt brick, or ſmall ſtones, that it 
makes them ſtronger than either rocks, or iron. And Diodorus 


Siculus (1. xix. ) aſeribes the duration of embalmed bodies to the 
mixture of this drug. 
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' REVELATION Examined, &c. 97 
building other cities; but ſtill this genera- 
tion would enjoy the immediate benefit of 
this great undertaking ; which, in all pro- 
bability, was all they propoſed by it, beſides 
© the buſineſs of vanity before-mentioned. 


E _ THESE are the plain obvious reaſons for 
which mankind united in this mighty work 


of Babel: as is ſufficiently evident, both 


E fom the words of Moſes, and the nature of 


the thing; and I am perſuaded, thinking 


men would never have tought for any other 


reaſon, could they have conceived why Gop 


hould interpoſe in ſo extraordinary a man- 
ner, to defeat this deſign; which they think 


be would not have done, if the deſign had 
not been, ſome way or other, monſtrouſly_ 


wicked and deteſtable : and indeed this 


ſeems to have been the common ſenſe of 


mankind, upon the point, from the heathen 


mythology, of the impious attempt of the 


old giants to invade heaven, by heaping 


Pelion upon Offa ; which is, in all appear- 
ance, a fable, founded upon ſome obſcure 


memory of the deſign here mentioned by 


Moſes, to build a tower whoſe top may reach 


unto heaven; eſpecially conſidering, that this 


ſtructure, as Herodotus deſcribes it, conſiſted 


of eight towers, piled one upon another, 


 Anp therefore I now proceed, in the third 
place, to inquire, what end Almighty Gop 


Vor, II. H pPropoſed, 
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98 REVELATION Examined. &c. 
propoſed, by defeating this project, in the 
manner here recorded by Moſes, vi. by 
confounding their language. 


ANp the main purpoſe of Gop, in con. 
founding the language of mankind, at thy 


time, meſt probably was, to prevent the 
early eſtabliſhment of one great empire in the 
| world; and, in conſequence of that, the 


proportionable growth of every vice and im. 
piety, among mankind, 15 5 


Fo R, if this city were once finiſhed, the 
immediate conſequence would have been, 


the eſtabliſhment of ſome civil government; 
and, as the people were all the ſons of one 


man, that government in the hand of Neal, 
or his heir, would have eſtabliſhed this city 


the metropolis of an empire over all man- 


kind, then in being; and that empire would 


naturally, and almoſt neceſſarily, become 


univerſal, when the ties of regal authority 
were ſupperadded to the paternal ; and, when 


all the ſubordinate degrees, of rulers and 
magiſtrates, of all kinds, were in the ſamc 


analogy ; that is, when their power, in the 
ſtate, ſhould be in the order of their natural 
authority, as, in all. probability, it would 
be, for ſorie ages, at leaſt, And what 
would have been the conſequence of ſuch an 


eſtabliſhment ? Why, plainly this, that im- 


| 5 piety 
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piety and immorality, of all kinds, would 1 
have kept pace with the empire, and in- {an 
E creaſed and inlarged in the ſame propor- = 
tion; ſince it is notorious, that the wicked- 1 
neſs of men, in all ſocieties, is in propor- 
tion to their number. Increaſe of men Mil 
exacts an increaſe of induſtry ; induſtry 
brings wealth ; wealth, luxury ; and luxu- 
ry, vice of every kind. This is the known 
and ordinary train of things. Hence it is, 
that the greateſt cities, being moſt wealthy, 
are found, in fact, to be moſt luxurious, 
and moſt vicious; and, in proportion to Ub 
the duration of that affluence, and the HY 
numbers of men infected by it, the arts we 
of luxury, and all the conſequent corrup- 
tions, muſt eternally endure and increaſe 
alſo: and, as an empire, founded at this 
time, muſt, from the nature of the thing, 
become more extenſive than any other 
ever was, at leaſt, fince the flood, be- 
cauſe all the members of it muſt be | 
joined together, by the cement of one | 
common blood, and by all the ties of the 
ſame language, manners, religion, intereſt, 
and authority; conſequently, the corrup- 
tions of mankind would, of neceſſity, in- 
creaſe, and extend, in the ſame propor- 
tion: and as ſuch an empire, muſt, in all 
E ſoon ſtretch itſelf to the utmoſt 
imits of the earth, and ſo become univerſal, 1 
H 4 Wicked⸗- 1 
1 
| 
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wickedneſs would undoubtedly be as uni- 
verſal “. 


Tris GOD Almighty plainly fore ſaw; 


and, by one act of infinite and adorable 


wiſdom, prevented; prevented, not onl 
for the preſent, but to the end of the world : 
by that ſingle act, of confounding their lan- 
guage, he crumbled mankind, at once, into 
ſeparate affections and intereſts; and re- 
duced them to the virtue and the diſcipline 


of ſmall ſocieties; which can ſubſiſt no 


otherwiſe, in the neighbourhood of other 


ſocieties, of ſeparate intereſts, but by diſci- 


pline, and virtue, and induſtry : and, as 


the variety of languages, now diffuſed among 
mankind, would naturally increaſe, from the 
mixtures ariſing from the commerce of one 


people with ſeveral others, of different 


tongues; and different languages will al- 


Ways create a difference of inclinations, and, 
in conſequence of that, a difference of inter- 
eſts; it is evident, that the diſunion of man- 
kind muſt, from this one principle, eter- 
nally increaſe with their numbers; and, by 
this means, ur''verial monarchy, and the con- 
ſequence of that, univerſal corruption, mull 
for ever be kept out of the world. 


ea. 


8 * 


There ſeem to have been, at leaſt, two empires ſubſiſtin 
in the world at once, before the flood : nor did wickedneſs be- 
come univerſal, till the families of Seth and Cain united. 


AND 
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Anp that this was the expreſs purpoſe of 
Providence, in confounding the language of 
the world, at this time, ſeems to me clear, 
from Gop's own words (recorded by Moſes) 
on this occaſion, in the xith chapter of Gen. 
at the 6th and 7th verſes; And the Lord ſaid, 
Bebold, the people is one; and they have all one 
language: and this they begin to do: and 
now nothing will be reſtrained from them, 
which they have imagined to do. 


Tut people is one (faith Gop) ; one in 
ſuch a ſenſe, as no other people ever were, 
from that day, to this ; all brethren, the 


children of one father, then alive, and, in all 


probability, at their head : and, being thus 
united by blood, they have alſo all one lan- 
guage ; cemented by every principle of union 
that can be imagined : and this they begin to 
do; or, as it is in the original, thzs is their 
beginning to do: and nom nothing will be re- 
trained from them, which they have imagined 
to do; 7.e. this is their firſt attempt; and, if 
they ſucceed in this, the ſame brotherly af- 
tection, and ſocial vanity, which united them 
in this attempt, and made it proſperous, will 
inſpire them with a ſtrong deſire of attempt- 


ing, and a proud confidence of effecting, 


every wiſh, and every vanity, that comes 


into their hearts; the conſequence of which 


muſt be, that they will run into all manner 
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102 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


of irregularity and extravagance ; to pre- 
vent which, Gop immediately enters into 


this reſolution : Go to, let us go down, and 


there confound their language, that they may 
not underſtand one another's ſpeech. So the 
Lord ſcattered them abroad from thence (ſays 


Moſes) upon the face of all the earth; and 
they left off to build the city. And by what 
means he did this, is more fully explained in 


the following verſe : Therefore is the name 


of it called Babel (i. e. confufgon), becauſe the 


Lord did there confound the language of all the 


earth: and from thence did the Lord ſcatter 


them abroad upon the face of all the earth; i. e. 


having, by the contuſion of their language, 
divided them into diſtin& tribes, the conſe. 


quence was, that each of thoſe tribes choſe 


to live ſeparate ; as it is the nature of man- 
kind to ſeparate from thoſe with whom they 


cannot converſe, and to unite where they 
can. And ſo they became ſo many diſtinct 


nations, and colonies, over the face of the 


whole earth. 


WA the number of theſe colonies was, 


is not ſo clear from the Scriptures ; tho 


(with ſome reaſon) ſuppoſed 70 or 72 : but 
it ſeems ſufficiently evident, that Gop Al- 
mighty ſo far conſulted their happineſs, as 


to unite pacticular families, by one tongue, 
and probably, under one head, from thoſe 


words of Moſes, in the xth chapter of Gen. 


where, 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 103 
where, recounting the deſcendants from each 
of Noah's ſons, he fays firſt, of the deſcend- 
ants of Fapheth, By theſe were the iſles of the 
Gentiles divided, in their lands; every one 
after his tongue, after their families, in their 
nations. And ſo likewiſe of the ſons of Ham, 
Theſe are the fons of Ham, after their families, 
after their tongues, in their countries, and in 
their nations. And, in the ſame manner, he 


ſays of the deſcendants of Shem, Theſe are 


the fons of Shem, after their families, after 
their tongues, in their lands, after their na- 
tions. From whence it ſeems evident, that 
a certain number of families, having one 


tongue, poſſeſſed themſelves of one country; 


and ſo became one nation. 


AN p thus having, I hope, ſufficiently ex- 
plained for what reaſon, and with what in- 
finite wiſdom, the diſperſion of mankind was 
effected, by the fingle act of confounding 
their language; having ſhewn alſo, that it 
was not in puniſhment of guilt, but in pre- 
vention of it; not to correct corruption, but 
to keep it out, and to preclude it from a 
poſſibility of becoming univerſal in the world; 


and that in fact he hath done ſo; the com- 


mon opinion of divines, that this was only 
the work of Ham, and his deſcendants, is 


plainly without foundation. Beſides, the 
Scripture aſſures us, that Aſtur, a deſcendant 


of Sbem s, went out from that very land, and 
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104 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
built Niniveh; and therefore there is no doubt 


but that he, and all his deſcendants, were 
there alſo. 


I come now, in the laſt place, to anſwer 
j the only objection, of any moment, which 
1118 lies againſt this account; which is this: 


11 Thar the increaſe of mankind muſt of 

1190 neceſhty cauſe a variety in their language; 

|| and, conſequently, that there was no need ſpok 
[118 of a muraculous interpoſition, to produce cond 
1 this variety. . and 
4 . 5 5 | tong 
"hh IN anſwer to this, I could with theſe ob- MW 1 wi 
1 jectors would ſupport their objection with due 
118 ſome more colour of reaſon, or ſhew of proof; ¶ dity 
1 | becaufe, until they do fo, the abſurdity of the on 

i | poſition itſelf can only be confuted and ex- lear 


: 
1 11 5 . : ; * 
itt poſed ; whereas, fince abſurd poſitions can MU bib/ 


1 only be ſupported by weak and idle reaſons, WU will 
i if the reaſon of an abſurd opinion were ad- up 
| i ded, the falſhood of it would be capable of cha 
11 | Clearer, and more complicated confutation. 1 

i Ir is true, a late ingenious writer hath, in of 
vi his letter to Dr. Vaterland, in ſome meaſure, tur 
removed this difficulty, by telling us (p. 38.), hel 
\! | that the cauſe of the variety of languages in fre 
il the world is grounded in reaſon and nature ; lar 
THI in the neceſſary mutability of human things, ch 
i the riſe and fall of lates and empires, On th 
11 . | | < 1 
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of modes and cuſtoms, which neceſſarily intro- 
duce a proportionable change in language. 


Now, in anſwer to the main of this ob- 
jection, I beg leave to ask this gentleman, 
for whoſe learning and abilities J have long 
had an high eſteem (with much grief to ſee 
them degraded in defence of an ill cauſe), 
this plain queſtion; Whether he believes, 
that, if the Normans and South-Britons had 
ſpoke the ſame language at the time of the 
conqueſt, the importation of French faſhions 
and laws would have changed the Engliſh 
tongue, ſo far as to make it a new language? 
Iwill anſwer for him, that he will not, upon 
due deliberation, believe ſo great an abſur- 
dity ; and, for the reſt of his reaſoning, up- 
on this ſubje&, refer my reader to the very 


| learned remarks upon this letter, by Philo- 


biblicus Cantabrigienſis, which, I doubt not, 
will give him the ſame intire ſatisfaction, 
upon this point, which I here acknowlege 
that it hath given me. 


In the mean time, I appeal, to every man 
of common ſenſe, whether any thing in na- 
ture be more credible or reaſonable, than to 
believe, that any number of men, deſcending 
from one father and mother, ſpeaking one 
language, and teaching the ſame to their 


children, would for ever continue to ſpeak 


that language, and no other, The ſame rea- 
| fon 
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106 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ſon why Shem, Ham, and Fapheth, woulg 


ſpeak one language, viz. becauſe they were 
taught it by their parents, would ſurely hold 
as good, why their children ſhould ſpeak it, 
and their childrens children, and fo on, 
endleſly. 


Tur RRE are now ſome millions of men 
in England, that ſpeak the ſame language, 


| becauſe they were taught it: Might not as 


many more, or ten times as many more, or 
ten thouſand times as many more, ſpeak it, 
for the ſame reaſon? It is true, the Exgliſd, 
and all living languages, are in a perpetual 


flux; new words are added, and others die, 


or grow obſolete. But whence does this 
arife? Not at all from the neceſſary mutability 
of human things ; but moſt evidently from 
the mixture of other tongues : ſcholars add 
new words, or terminations, from the learned 


languages, either thro' affectation of learn- 


ing, or a deſire of adorning their native 


tongue with ſome words of more elegance 
or ſignificance; and others, from a commerce 


with countries of different languages, natu- 
rally adopt ſome of their phraſes and expreſ- 


ſions into their own; and ſo our language 
varies, And what then? How does this af- 


fet the queſtion concerning the continuance 
of the fame language, where no other was 
ever taught, or heard? 1 
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Tur Fews are allowed to have ſpoken 
the ſame language from Moſes to the Baby- 
Hhniſb captivity. If their polity had continued, 
would they not ſpeak the ſame language to 
this day? Some of the inland inhabitants of 
| Africa are found to ſpeak the fame language 


| now, which they ſpoke 2000 years ago. 


| (and, in all probability, the ſame obſervation 
is true of our near neighbours the Welſh). 
Could they keep to one language for 2000 
years, and could not the deſcendants of 
| Noah keep to one language for 200 ? Could 
they keep their language amidſt a variety of 
ſo many others all about them, and when it 
is ſcarcely poſſible they ſhould be clear of 


all commerce with people of different tongues ? 
and could not theſe keep their language, 
when it was impoſſible they could have any 


commerce but with one another ? Theſe 
Africans (to ſay nothing of the Fel) now 
keep their own tongue, tho' there are fo 
many others in the world, to taint, and by 
degrees aboliſh it. If there were no other 
language in the world, but theirs, does any 


man believe they would not continue to 


ſpeak it for 2000, or 10000 years more, if 
the world laſted ſo long? And if all the reſt 
of mankind were deſtroyed, and no traces of 
their learning or languages left behind, and 
the world were to be wholly peopled from 
theſe Africans, would not the whole world 


then 
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many branches from the ſame flock : but I am 


108 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
then ſpeak one language? It is true, as art: 
increaſed, and cuſtoms changed, new term; 
and phraſes muſt be added. What then 


arrive 1 

New words would increaſe, and adorn the that No 

tongue; but ſure no man will ſay, they would 1carn i! 

deſtroy it! unleſs it be believed, that new vounge 

branches, or fruit, or flowers, do daily de- ired ye 

ſtroy the tr& they ſhoot out from. hundre 


Tut learned author of the letter to cefſity 
Dr. Waterland, p. 39. ſeems to think, that I 
all other languages ſprang as naturally fran 
the Hebrew, as many ſhoots from the ſame rut, 


confident, that whoever carefully conſiders Ad 


language of Adam (if we could ſuppole it 


For example: When Jacob and Laban entered into covenant, 


the genius of each of the antient languages vanity 
now extant, will find as little reaſon to be- clear 
lieve, that they all had their origin from the delive 

Hebrew, as that all the variety of foreſt and wear 

fruit- trees in the world were originally but that 

fo many ſhoots and branches from the palm. thing 

tree of Fudea “. trom 
othe! 

BESID Es all this, if we conſider, that the to al 


and 
ſo f 


and witneſſed it by a heap of ſtones, Laban called it Jegar- ſaba ſom 
dut ha, in the Chaldee ; and Jacob called itGaleed, in the Hebrew; var! 


both ſignify ing the ſame thing: Could Fegar-/ahadutha naturally 


ſpring from Galeed, as a root? It is true, theſe languages are now | 


found to have great affinity ; doubtleſs from a long commerce 
and intercourſe betwixt thoſe nations : but is it any way credible, 
that they had this affinity in the age of Jacob? atleaſt, that they 
were originally one? "EO 
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of 


gro: 


ſou 
aro 


= 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 109 


. = imperfect in him, when it was demonſtrably 
; 8 inſpired by Gop, yet) had time enough to 
> MW -:cive to full perfection in 1656 years; and 


e that Noah, and his ſons, had time enough to 
| WW (cacn it in perfection, before the flood ; the 
: youngeſt of his ſons being about an hun- 


. Þ red years old, at that time, and himſelf fix 


hundred; we cannot, with any colour of 

| reaſon, imagine, that there could be any ne- 

WF ceflity of adding ſo much as one word to it, 

before the building of Babel. So utterly 

! I croundleſs and unreaſonable is this mighty 
F objection, 


} 
; Anp yet, ſuch is the deluſion of human 
vanity, that rather than acquieſce in the 
| clear and natural account of this matter, 
delivered by Moſes, they will have words to 
| wear out with uſage, like cloaths ; forgetting 
| WW that this can only be in the ordinary train of 
things, from the importation of other words 
trom foreign and more faſhionable languages: 
| otherwiſe, long uſage is fo far from tendin 
do aboliſh, that it naturally tends to eſtabliſh 
aud preſerve a tongue. Nay, ſome have gone 
| fo far into folly, as to imagine there was 
ſomething in the very air, which created a 
variety in the human ſpeech; and they 
' ground this conjecture upon the different way 
of pronouncing the ſame letters in ſome 
. # fouthern and northern nations; as if this 
| aroſe from the difference of climate; where- 
= FX ; as 
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110 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


as it is plainly a neceſſary conſequence from 


the variety of language, that the ſame letter 
may, or rather muſt, have different powers 
in different languages; e. g. we call the fir} 
letter of our alphabet, a; the French call it 
aw : Does that ariſe from the difference of our 


air? It is ſaid there is no ſuch letter as 2 


v conſonant in the native tongue of a neigh. 
bouring kingdom ; and for that reaſon the 
natives, who are early taught their own lan- 
guage, find a difficulty to pronounce this 
letter in ours (as they certainly do): Will 
any man of common ſenſe fay there is any 
thing in the air of Ireland, that makes it im- 
| poſſible to pronounce a v conſonant £ What 
an extreme of 1gnorance and folly is it, to 
object and argue at this rate ? Pn 


BEFORE I conclude, it will be proper to 


| obſerve to the reader, that all the remains 


now extant of the moſt antient heathen hiſto- 


rians (except Sanchoniatho) concur to confirm 
the Moſaic account of this matter: the ſum of 


their teſtimonies is this, that an huge tower was 
built by gigantic men at Babylon; that there 
was then but one language among mankind ; 


who demoliſhed the tower, overwhelmed the 
workmen, divided their language, and di- 
ſperſed them over the face of the earth *. 


| | ®Gee the teſtimonies on this head collected by 7 pb. Antiq. 
J. i. c. 4. and Feb. Prep. Evang. l. ix. c. 14, 15, 17. 


AND 


that the attempt was offenſive to the gods, 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 111 


AND thus having ſhewn, that the tower 
of Babel was, and could only, be built in 
the manner in which Moſes relates it; that 
vanity, and ſocial affections, were the motives 
toit; and that vanity alone could accom- 
pliſh it; having alſo ſhewn, that the pro- 
vidence of Gop interpoſed with infinite wit- 
dom on this occaſion, by the confuſion of 
their language; and by that one act pre- 
vented the growth of univerſal corruption, 


from that day to this; and laſtly, having, 


I hope, fully confuted the mighty objections 
of infidelity to this part of the Moſaic 
| hiſtory; I ſhall beg leave to add one, and 
but one, obſervation more upon this head ; 
and that is, How injuriouſly and unrea- 
ſonably men object to the Moſaic account of 
Gop's endowing the firſt man with a perfect 
knowlege and skill of language at once, 
when the ſame miraculous a& of power hath 
ſince been more than once repeated; and 


not one language only, but many, infuſed 
in an inſtant ! ſeveral languages infuſed into 
ſeveral men at Babel, and many into ſeveral 


men at Jeruſalem. The firſt of theſe facts 
ſufficiently proves itſelf at this day; and the 


ſecond will, I truſt in Gop, be placed out 


of the reach of all reaſonable doubt, when 
it comes to be conſidered, I thall only add, 
that the wiſer heathen ſaw the neceſſity of 
aſcrihing the origin of language to Almighty 
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112 REvELaTion Examined, &c. 
Gop. Plato tells us *, that the firſt name; 
were impoſed on things by the gods: and, in 
truth, without the advantage of language 


divinely taught or inſpired, it is evident, 


that man would be (at leaſt, for a long 


time) mutum & turpe pecus, a dumb and baſe 


herd! would, with regard to their condition 
here, be no way diſtinguiſhed (unleſs, per- 


haps, to diſadvantage) from the meaneſt 
order of brutes. | 


— 


In Cratylo. 
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4 Concerning the pred! ions relating to 


. 24 "Oz FTER the deſtruc- Thy, intro- 
ton of Babel, the nekt 
remarkable event we meet with 
in the Scripture, is the calling of 
3 Abraham ; the ſeveral manifeſta- 
dions of the divine preſence, which Gov 
E vyouchſafed unto him; and the ſeveral ſignal 


bleſſings beſtowed upon him. 


* 
4 25 
of 


0 
2 


Fork what reaſons Gop called Abraham 
from his own country, is not expreſly and 
formally declared in the Scripture ; but the 

event, I think, ſufhciently ſhews, that it was 
to preſerve true religion in the world by means 
of him and his poſterity. The common, and, 
believe, the true opinion is, that the world 
was by this time grown greatly corrupt; and 
hat Gop now delivered Abraham from that 
Vo“. II. „ flood 


OD 


1 114 REVETATION Examined, &c. 
itt flood of idolatry that overſpread it, as he did 
1 Noah, not long before, from the flood of 
nl wa... | 
Il i" Trar Gop did call Abraham from his 
4 own country, ſufficiently appears from the 
14 Scriptures, Thus Ger. xii. 1, Cc. Now the 
il | Lord had ſaid unto Abraham, Get thee out of 
| ll. thy country,” and from thy kindred, and from 
I in . thy father's pouſe, unto 4 land that I will ſhew 
Ill | thee. And I will make of thee a great nation, 
18 and I will bleſs the, and make thy name great, 
1 and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing; and 1 will bleſs then 
— 1 that bleſs thee, and curſe him that curſeth thee: 
1 and in thee ſball all families of the earth be 
8 bleſſed. So Abraham departed, as the text tells 
1188 us, from Heran, where Terah laſt dwelt. That 
a he alſo firſt left Chal/dea by a command from 
[I Gop, appears from Gen. xv. 7. I am the 
| mt Lord, that brought thee out of” Ur of the Chal- 
bt ; "Tre firſt part of the bleſſing here promiſed 
1 to Abraham, is, that he ſhould be made a great 
11 nation. And the buſineſs of this diſſertation 
111 hall be, to inquire how that promiſe was made 

i! | | ' good to him in his ſon [/mael, 

4} HAVvIN , at my firſt entrance upon this 

TH work, determined neither to incumber the 

1118 reader with quotations, nor trouble him with 

1118 repetitions of what others had obſerved upon 

11188 the ſame ſubjects before; and apprehending, 
Il | 5 upon 


—: 


1 
1 
2 5 
3 
'' (bg 
. 8 
1 
1 
1 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 115 
upon my firſt inquiry, that I (hould have little 
new to offer upon the ſubject of Vmael's 
ſtrange character, and the predictions relating 
to him (at leaſt, much lets than upon any of 
the foregoing ſubjects), that point having been 
anticipated, and fo amply, and with ſo much 
learning, diſcuſſed, by a divine of great note 
in the laſt age * ; I determined for ſome time 
to leave that ſubject untouched, barely referring 
my reader to the works of that eminent man: 
but, finding, upon further conſideration, that 
thoſe works were not in every man's hands, 
and that the argument was capable of ſome 


| additional illuſtration ; that this point was a 


ſubject of ſingular curioſity, as well as great 
importance towards clearing the truth of the 
Moſaic predictions; and that the omiſſion of 


it might be objected by libertines, and aſcribed _ 


to a conſciouſneſs, that the writings of Mojes 
could not be juſtified in that point; I deter- 
mined, in the end, not to let it go untreated : 
and therefore, I hope, the learned reader will 
forgive me, and the unlearned thank me, for 
laying this matter before him, in the cleareſt 
order, and in the feweſt words 1 can. 


In the xvith chapter of Geneſis we find theſe 
words pronounced by the angel of the LORD 
uuto Hagar in her diſtreſs; 7 will multiply thy 
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* Dr, Thomas Jackſon, of Corpus Chriſti Collegi, Oxon, 
Whoſe works were printed Lond. 1053. ; | 
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116 REVELATION Examined, &c. 

i feed exceedingly, that it ſhall not be numbereq 
| li For multitude, Behold, thou art with chill, 


— 

1 

V 
bay 


and ſbalt bear a ſon, and ſhalt call his name 

Iſhmael; becauſe the Lord hath heard thy 

Fi Cs affliction. And he will be a wild man; hi 

w | | band will be againſt every man; and every 
118 man's hand againſt him; and he ſhall dwell In 
1 the preſence of all bis brethren. 
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| AND again, in the xviith chapter, we find 
| this, among other promiſes of G o p to Abra- 
| bam; And as for Iſhmael, I have heard thee: 
| behold T have bleſſed him, and will make him 
1 . fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly: 
| twelve princes ſhall he beget, and I ill make 
| him a great nation: and ſoon after this we 
| | find, that 1/bmaet was circumciſed by his fi- 
1480 ther when he was thirteen years old. 


Wl. Now the known ſtyle of the Old Teſta- 
N mament requires us to underſtand, that what is 
| here ſaid of Iſhmael, was likewiſe intended to 
li be true of his deſcendants; in the ſame man- 
1 ner as what Jacob predicts of Judah, and his 
11 other ſons, was to be true of their deſcendants; 

1 was to be the characteriſtic of the ſeveral tribes, 
1 And indeed ſome parts of this prediction relate- 
1 ing to V/mael neceſſarily tie us down to this 


TH way of thinking, and explaining, I weil multi- 6” 
1 Ply 1 exceedingly. By him, in this place, iv WF hy 
nl evidently mean his poſterity; for, I believe, at 


no man imagines, that he himſelf was, or we 
11 meant of 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 117 
meant to be, literally multiplied, by virtue of 


this promiſe, 80 likewiſe, in the ſubſequent 


romiſe, I will make him a great nation: it is 
evident, that one man cannot be a nation ; and 
therefore Iſhmael is throughout this whole 
prediction the repreſentative of his poſterity : 
and what is declared of him, and promiſed 


to him, was intended to be verified of his 
E poſterity, and fulfilled in them: for ſince 
ſome parts of this prediction were evidently 
meant of his poſterity, and muſt of neceſſity 
refer to them, and be underſtood of them, and 
E them only, common ſenſe, and all the rules 
of rational explication, require that all the reſt 
E ſhould be underſtood (if there be no abſurdity 
in ſuch an interpretation) to have them alſo in 
view, tho' more immediately true of their 
patent. 


In the fame manner then ſhould the pre- 


| cedent prediction be likewiſe underſtood, as 
intended to be alſo true of his poſterity : he 
voll be a wild man; the word which is tranſlated 


wid in this place, ſignifies, in the original, a 


| wild /s (the literal conſtruction of the phraſe 


in Latin is, erit onager homo) and it is explain- 
ed in the margin of the bible fierce and cruel, 
as a wild aſs, Now this ſame wild man, 
who was to be as a wild aſs, multiplied into a 


great nation, ſhould ſeem, as deſigned by this 

character, to be multiplied into a great nation 

of wild men; as a wild aſs, greatly multiplied, 
$2 mult 
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118 REVELATION. Examined, &c. 


muſt be multiplied into a great nation of wild 
aſſes; for otherwiſe where is the analogy? At 
leaſt, if we find, that the analogy holds in the 
deſcendants, as much as in the parent, I think 
we have all the reaſon in the world for under- 
ſtanding the prediction in this ſenſe: and ſurely 
there is all the reaſon in the world to believe, 
that this character was intended to be true of 
his poſterity; inaſmuch as they have been 
ee ſuch, I mean wild men, for man 
ages; and many of them unqueſtion: tbly ate 


(heh to this day; as alſo, becauſe the ſubſe- 


quent words mult neceſſarily be underſtood of 
them (his poſterity) : His hand will be again} 
every man's hand, and every man's hand again| 
him. And he ſpall dell in the preſence of all 
his brethren. Now it is evident, that one man 
could not ſubſiſt alone, at open enmity with 


all che world; nor dd one man's hand he 


literally again every man's; and therefore thi: 
could only be true, and intended, of that nation 
which vas to ariſe from him; and the ſenſe o 


it could only be, that this nation ſhould ſub- 


ſiſt, tho' at enmity with all others: and indeed 
it is ſufficiently ſtrange, that this ſhould be 
true of any one nation under heaven; and yet 
it is indiſputably true of the race of Iſhmael, : as 
ſhall be ſeen more fully immediately. 


Ax D be feel! dwell in the preſence of al 


bis brethren, This, in the immediate liters 
ſenſe of the words, was verified in Iſemael“ 
Gtuation; 


REVELATION Zxamincd, &c. 119 


ſituation ; being encompaſſed by his near kinſ- 
men the Tiraelites, the ſons of Abraham by 


Keturah, the Meabites, Ammenites, and Idu- 
means: but as all mankind are brethren in a 
larger ſenſe, and as Iſhmael was ſtill to ſubſiſt, 


tho at open enmity with all mankind, I think 


thoſe words, he ſhall davell in the preſence of 


all his brethren, may very well be underſtood 


as further intended to ſignify, that the deſcen- 


dants of TÞmael, notwithſtanding their enmity 
with mankind, ſhould (till ſubſiſt in the face 
of the world; for the words, all his brethren, 
can, in their full import and extent, imply 
nothing leſs than all mankind (at leaſt, I think, 


the event makes it no way unjuſt or irrational 


to underſtand them ſo here): and as the 1/hmael- 


tes have ever ſubſiſted thus, it is alſo remark-" 
able, that they, and the Jews only, have ſub- 


lifted from the remoteſt accounts of antiquity, 
as a diſtinct people from all the reſt of mankind, 
and the undoubted deſcendants of one man. 


Ax b, that it might be clearly and undubi- 


tably known, whoſe deſcendants theſe were, 


to whom this promiſe was made; and ſo, 


certainly known, whether that promiſe was 


fulfilled; they (che Ißbmmaclites) have been 
the moſt ſingular diſtinguiſhed race of mor- 
tals (more diſtinguiſhed even than the eros, 
if poſſible), by every mark both of their father 
and mother, from that day to this, 
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120 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
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| 
| IsSAHMuAEL was circumciſed at thirteen 
1 years of age; ſo have all his ſons * from 
if him, till the eſtabliſhment of Mahometiſm, 
[ and many of them to this day; tho' ſome of 
1 Ll} them circumciſe indifferently on any year, 

„ from the eighth to the thirteenth; but all MW Am 
profeſſing to derive the practice from their 
father 1hmael. And this ſurely is a ſtrong 
atteſtation of the truth of the Moſaic hiſtory , 
that the deſcendants from 1/aac and 1/hmael 
if continued for ſo many ages, and ſtill con- 
1 tinue, to practiſe the rite of circumciſion upon the 
1118 their children, at thoſe difterent diſtances from I 
„ their birth, at which Moſes informs us it was 
1 firſt practiſed upon their fathers. 
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j \\ | . H was an archer in the wilderneſs: his 
F188 ſons the Arabs have been the moſt remarkable 1 1 
| ' archers in the world, and are ſo to this day; WM 

11 and in the wilderneſs too, where culture is not 
known. And tho' travellers ſometimes talk 
of a few ſtraggling Arabs, with guns; Theve- ane 
not, and other writers, aſſure us, that the I 
greater part of them are ſtil] ſtrangers to fire- tha 
arms +, It is true, the Turks have forbidden, the 
| that a 
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i 1 * And even his daughters. See Heideg. hiſt. patriarch. tom. 2. 4H 
TTY f exercit. 7. ſect. 29. p. 241. Reland. de relig. Moham. Ludolf. I _ 
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THE + "Thoſe A-abs who dwell on the confines of Syria and Perſia, AH 
od are reported to carry fire-arms ; and the latter are faid to be 5 Z 
111 | bes > WE R | , ) niſhed 


E REVELATION Examined, &c. 121 
1 that any ſhould be ſold to them ; but their cau- 


tion ſhould ſeem to be needleſs; for tho' theſe 


E Arabs have a great terror of fire-arms, yet it 
is remarkable, that they at the ſame time abhor 
E the uſe of them. And as their father Iſhmael 
was a ſtranger to culture, fo are theſe his ſons, 
F Anmanus Marcellinus obſerves of them, Nec 
eorum quiſquam aliquando ſiivam apprehendit, 
vel arborem colit, aut arva ſubigendo queritat 
- i#um; not one of them ever touches a plough, 
plants a tree, or ſeeks a ſuſtenance by cultivate- 
ing the earth. And the lateſt travellers give 


the very ſame accounts of them; obſerving at 


the ſame time, that there are very fruitful 
portions of ground ſcattered thro' their deſerts; 
and doubtleſs would be more, if they were 
cultivated, 


ISHMAEL's mother was a concubine, and 


an hireling ; who had conceived him in one 


place, and was perhaps delivered of him in 
another; for Abraham then dwelt in tents, 


and was in a ſojourning ſtate. And it ſuffi- 


ciently appears from Moſess account of him, 
that he never continued long in one place; 


the providence of Gop ſo ordaining, that 


niſhed with them by the Perſians, the better to enable them to 
annoy the Turks; tho' La Rogue affirms the cont ary, in his 


voyage, p. 96. However, he takes notice of ſome few, that carry 


fufils, p. 244. 
thro 
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122 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
thro” famine, and other accidents, there was 
neceſſity for bim to have an inercourſe with 
ſeveral nations. Ammianus Marcellinus ob. 
ſerves of the Arabians, that they had merce- 
nary wives, hired for a time, marrying in one 
place, bringing forth in another, and educate. 
ing their children in a third *; nor is this mat. 
ter much altered, ſince the adinifion of di. 
vorces. To thoſe that ſtill live in the wilder. 
neſs, it is in all reſpects the ſame. 


RAUwOLR ſays of them, in his travel; 
(part 2. ch. 3. p. 151.), chat they take 4. 
many Wives as the Turks co: neither do they 
extcl or magnify one before the other, becau: 


they come from better parents, being they bir 


them all from them : and Thevenot tells us, 
that, when a marriage is made, any near rc- 
lation, who was not preſent at it, can diffolve 
It at pleaſure, at any time after, paying back 
the husband his money, and the camel killed 
at the wedding. Now a woman purchalcd 


at firſt, and diſcharged at pleaſure, comes, I 
think, more properly under the character of a 


hireling or mercenary concubine, than a wife. 


Tris being premiſed, let us now proceed 
to conſider theſe ſtrange Fee characters 


in their order. 


y Lib. xiv. c. 4. 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 123 


] wILL L multiply thy ſeed exrerdinghy, that 
it ſhall not be numbered for multitude. 


Tnar the Hagarenes were deſcended, and 
E denominated, from Hagar; and that the 
EF Arabs alſo, eſpecially the Scenitæ, were very 
numerous, and deſcended of Iſhmael, and that 
the Saracens were dſo from the ſame ſtock, and 
more numerous than either ; is not, I believe, 
denied, or doubted: at leaſt, if it be, I refer 
the reader, for full ſatisfaction, upon this head, 
to the learned Dr. Facllſon before- mentioned, 
to the writers of the life of Mabomet, and to 
travels and voyages without number. In ſhort, 


it is a point univerſally agreed, over the eaſt 


and ſouth. And this people have this ſecurity, 
for being his genuine off-ſpring, from whom 
they derive their deſcent, that they marry only 
in their own nation; regarding themſelves as 
the nobleſt of all mortals; and, conſequently, 
diſdaining alliances with all others. Nor is 
this obſervation abated by any exception, that 
know of, beſides the teſtimony of La Roque *, 

who tells us, that they match ſometimes with 
the Turks and Moors; tho” rarely, from the 
— they have of them. 


ANT IENT L, theiralliances were confined 


to their neareſt kindred: and a commerce with 
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12 Rogue, p. 93. 


any 


FRE 
- "08 
. A RO» "rs - 
— tows, — - — — — n. og oo or — — 
1 = - 7 8 - ; DR . — 


. * a ꝓ — — — — 4 u * : n * * a . : 
* 8 * S . — . u E —— —— - 
. — * - 


124 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


any other wornan was puniſhed with death. 
That this part of the prediction, then, is ff. 
ficiently fulfilled, will not, I think, bear a rea- 
ſonable doubt . a 


AN p he will he a wild man; his hand ill 
be againſs every man, and every man's hand 


againſt him. 


To clear the firſt part of the prediction, in 
the perſonal character of Jſomael, we find, 
from the xxiſt chapter of Geneſis, that he 
inhabited the wilderneſs, and was an archer 
there. The text tells us, that God was 901th 
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it the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the wil- 

[ derneſs, and became an archer. That Gov 
1148 was with him, I think, is evident: for how 
N i | - otherwiſe he could ſubſiſt in a deſert, and in 
| bt the midſt of wild beaſts, with no more ſo— 
_ | 118 ciety than his mother at firſt, and his wife 
| | 11:38 afterwards, is not eaſily. conceived : and the 
10088 ſubſiſtence of his poſterity there, to this 
if i" | day, is not matter of leſs wonder to all that = 
1 have ſeen them. 
Toh || 3 x 0 3 th 
11 | | | E 
ö iT | To ſay nothing of the accounts of this people left us through- tl 
1 out the Scriptures, moſt writers have abſerved of the Arabian, H 
110 that they are a very numerous people: and ſome of their tribes are =. 
h 14 ſtill found to be very numerous, tho' perhaps leſs ſo ſince the 3 
48: eſtabliſhment of polygamy by the Mahometan law. As many a: = 
TIA the ſons of Sa ap (one of the families) is a proverb amongſt them, - WW * 
1110 whereby to expreſs the higheſt numbers they can imagine. Vi de 3 

1 Kecerpta ex Geogr. Nubienſi, in collectaneis Gabr. Sionitæ, &c. I 

1 THAT 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 115 


Tua r he was a wild man (the word im- 


3 | plies, free and ſavage), his condition of life ſuffi- 
: ciently ſhews: and that the fame character 


| deſcended to his poſterity, is notorious, in- 
aſmuch as wild is their known character all 
over the world. And, indeed, there is no 


one character, or combination of characters, 


that can denominate any creature wild or fa- 


vage, which is not ſtrictly and eminently 


theirs. 


So ME accounts of them repreſent _ 
before the introduction of Mabometi/m, 
little reſtrained, in the uſe of females, as he 


| brutal herd *; and all agree, in characterizing 
them free, ſwift, fierce, and cruel, Many 
of them live in deſerts, to this day; and 


rove about, like the fierceſt beaſts of prey, 
eng whom they may devour. 


Nou is this character true only of 0 
of them as live in the deſerts of Arabia; i 
was alſo eminently true of their e. 


the Saracens Þ, the wildeſt and the fierceſt race 


of men that ever over-ran the world; and is 


this day true, not only of all thoſe of them, 


6— — 


— 
—_ — 


* Tho! later and more exact accounts e 1 of their 


tribes, as by much the leaſt licentious of any of the Afiatic na- 
tions. La Rogue, p. 230. 


See Oafley's hiſt. of the Saracens. 
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126 REVELATION Examined, &c, 


who dwell in the deſerts, but likewiſe of all 
thoſe who infeſt the coaſts of Egypt, Afric 


and Afia, as all travellers agree. It j , 


« demonſtrative argument,” faith Dr. Jack. 


fon, p. 105. © that their wildneſs was fore. 
e 


„told by his Spirit, that only can command 
«« Nature, and preſcribe limits to the fee 


thoughts of man, in that this progeny 


0 


* 


(throughout ſo many hundred generations 
<« vary no more from their firſt progenitor; 
&« agreſt and fierce qualities, than the wild 
ce plants of the foreſt, never accuſtomed to 
human culture, do from the trees, whence 
« they are propagate.” _ 


Non is this wildneſs confined to the land: 
they rove all over the ſouthern and caſtem 
ſeas; inſomuch that there 1s ſcarce one creck, 
or coaſt, or iſland, that is clear of them. An. 
mianus Marcellinus compares them to kites, 


which ſouſe down upon their prey, with in- 
credible ſwiftneſs, and are gone again in an 


inſtant. Had he conſidered them in the light, 
and under the images, of rovers flying about at 
ſea, and preying upon every thing they can 


lay hold of, the character had been yet more 


appoſite. 


AND, as they have thus always preyed 
upon mankind, the neceſſary conſequence 1s, 


that they have always been at enmity with 
them, making good the next part-of the pre- 


diction, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 117 


dition, His hand will be againſt every man, 
and every man's hand againſt him* 


Tur any one nation ſhould be of fo 
ſingular and perverſe a character, as to ſet 


E themſelves in open oppoſition to the reſt of 


the world, and to live in perpetual profeſſed 


enmity with all mankind, is ſurely the 


ſtrangeſt and moſt aſtoniſhing prediction that 
ever was heard or read of: and yet, that it 


is, beyond all controverſy, true of theſe 
Arabians, the deſcendants of Iſhmael, is no- 


torious to 'the whole world: but, that they 


ſhould continue ſo for four thouſand years 


together, and yet ſubſiſt, that whole time, 
under the united enmity of mankind, makes 
it yet more fingular; and is ſurely the moſt 
amazing completion of a prediction, that can 


poſſibly be imagined. 


SupPOSE this character were true, at this 


inſtant, of any other nation, that we know 
of, encompaſſed by, and acceſſible to others, 
how long do we think it would continue ſo ? 
It is ſcarce poſſible to imagine, it would ſub- 
fiſt one century, and much leſs forty. Nor 
is it poſſible to imagine, how this nation 


— 
ä 


— 


And when they rob and make prey of all that comes in 
their way, their plea is, that this was the inheritance which Go v 
gave their father /&maz}, when he was turned out from his 
father's houſe, and ſtript of his inheritance, La Rogue, p. 186, 


the 


137, | 


could ſubſiſt in that circumſtance, but from 
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128 REvErLaTtION Examined, &t. 


__ — — 
83 8 n r 5 


— 
— 


the uncontroulable providence of that great 
BEING, who ſo ſolemnly pronounced of 7/. 
mael, that he ſhould dwell in the preſence of al! 
bis brethren *; that tho' he fhould live in a 
ſtate of hoſtility with his brethren, that is (as 
it ſeems moſt probably meant), a ſtate of perpe- 
tual enmity with the reſt of the world, yet he 


ſhould ſubliſt perpetually under it, before their 
faces. e Er 3 


Bu r here it may be objected, That this coun- 
try was not worth the expence of conqueſt; 
and that it was ſcarce poſſible to conquer it, 
protected, as it was, by drought and deſerts. 


1 answtExs, firſt, That tho' ſome part of 
this country was not, in itſelf, worth the ex- 


pence of conqueſt, yet ſurely it was worth the 


while of any, nay, of all the neighbour-princes, 
to preſerve themſelves, and their ſubjects, from 
being made a perpetual prey to worſe than 
wild beaſts, by their utter exciſion: it was 


well worth while, to root out this peſtilent 
race, which infeſted the world; and it is very 


— — — — — | = — — 


* There is not the leaſt hint in Scripture, nor is there the 
leaſt reaſon to believe, that m el dwelt in a perſonal ſtate of 
hoſtility with his brethren ; nor is it poſſible to imagine, how 
he could ſubſiſt at war with them all. Jaac was, beyond all 


doubt, in friendſhip with him : he was not then at war with 


them all: and therefore all circumſtances concur to make us 


underſtand this prediction as intended to relate chiefly to his 
polterity. | | 


3 
Well 
4 


REVELATION Examined, &C. 129 
well known, that the wealth of one part of 


the country would more than pay for the 


conqueſt of the other, 


| In the next place, let it be obſerved, that, 
tho' the natural difficulties of conquering 
them, from the circumſtances of the country 


and climate, are very great, yet are they not 


inſurmountable : I believe, it will be allowed, 
that an army, well appointed and provided, 


may very well be ſuppoſed capable of doing, 
what caravans are now known to do every 
day. The great difficulties there, are, to be 


able to travel, and ſubſiſt, and be ſupplied 
with water; and, if that be once found 
practicable, . as it certainly is, valour and 


military skill muſt do the reſt : and, in fact, 


theſe difficulties were, in a great meaſure, 
ſurmounted by two Roman emperors in ſuc- 
cefſion ; and yet the Arabs were neither 
extirpated, nor ſubdued, 


Tarr effeminate neighbours, the Egyptians 
and Afatics, they have always inſulted &, 


une. 


We muſt here except that period of time in which it 
pleaſed Go p to raiſe up the inhabitants of Elam and Media, to 
chaſtize the neighbou- nations, and particularly the deſcendants 
of Abraham, for their ſins. There is reaſon to believe, from 
the xxvth chapter of 1/aiah, that Arabia ſuffered remarkably in 


this ſeaſon of general calamity, It was then, and at other times, 
diſtreſſed, but never enſlaved, | 
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130 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
and do ſo at this day *. Aae and his 


Macedonians, would, in all probability, have 


put them hard to it: he intended an EXPe- 
dition againſt them (becauſe they only, of 
all the AMlatics, as Arrian and Strabo tell 
us, ſent him no embaſſador, nor made him 


any ſubmiſſion, either before his ſucceſſes in 


the eaſt, or after); but died before he Could 


Pur it in execution. 


b! 
4 


Wy a TAlexander intended, 1 the 
greateſt of his ſucceſſors, attempted ; but 


without ſucceſs, being repulſed with diſgrace, 
and the loſs of above 8000 men. 
Siculus, who hath left us a relation of this 
expedition, gives this account of that people 


(1. xix): He tells us, they live ſ dio (in 


Diodorus 


open air), without houſes, fruits, culture, Or 


wine; 1. e. without the uſe of thoſe thing 
which men forfeit their liberties to preſerve: 


as for them, they were determined to live 
poor, in order to live free; calling the deſert 


their country, being, as Diodorus calls them 
(oinerebern Prageporrws), eminently lovers of 


liberty ; to preſerve which, the deſert was 


at once their defence and dwelling, 


= The governor of Grand Cairo keeps a guard of four thou- 
ſand horſemen every night, on the fide of the city, next the 


wilderneſs, to ſecure it from the incurſions of the Arabs, be- 


ſides twenty thouſand muſqueteers, that Keep watch within the 
city. 


ANTI 


i 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 131 


AN rTIGON us, enraged with his repulſe, 
makes a ſecod attempt upon them, with a 
ſelect number of choice men, under the 
command of his valiant, and fortunately ex- 
peditious fon, Demetrius; who was, how- 
ever, glad to compound the matter, and leave 
the Arabians in freedom, and in peace. 


AFTER this, when the Romans and Par- 
thians were rivals for the empire of the eaſt, 
they (the Arabs) joined or oppoſed them- 
ſelves to each, as they thought fit; not defire- 
able (as Ammianus Marcellus juſtly obſerves 
of them) either under the character of friends 
or enemies: and, indeed, their character al- 


ways was that of faithleſs (at leaſt, fickle) 


friends, and fierce enemies; repreſſed, and, 
in ſome ſort, ſubjected, for a ſcaſon; but never 


intirely either ſubdued or tamed; reſembling 


in this (the only compariſon in nature that 
ſuits them) the wild aſs in the deſert ; and 
ſent out, by the ſame hand, free as he, 20e 
bouſe is (alſo) the witderneſs, and the barren 
land his dwelling ; «like diſdainful of bond- 
age; ſcorning alike the multitude of the city, 
and the cry of the driver, 


MxN of this character quickly became 
the proper objects of the Reman enmity and 
ambition, which could bear nothing that was 
unſubdued, unallied, or independent. 
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132 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Dio tells us (l. xxxvi.), that the Romans in- 
vaded them, in defence of Syria, then under 
their protection, and vexed by Aretas, king 
of that part of Arabia which was ſubject to 
the Romans, in his (Do's) time (but this was 
certainly no more than the out-skirts of this 


country, bordering upon ria and Meſops- 


tamia) ; and that this Aretas ſubmitted to Pom. 
bey, and received a gariſon: and Plutarch 


tells us, in the life of Pompey, that he (Pom 


pey) ſubdued the Arabiuns who dwelt about 


mount Amanus *, by Afranius ; and that, 


after this, the king of the Arabians, who 


dwelt about the caſtle called Petra, and who 
until now made no account of the Romans, 
ſubmitted himſelf, by letter, to Pompey : but 


that Pompey poſſeſſed himſelf of that ſtrong 


hold, does not appear. Plutarch rather in- 
clines us to believe, that he was recalled 


from thence, by the death of Mithri dates, 
| before he could make full proof of the ſincerity 


of their king's ſubmiſſion. And this is the 
more probable, becauſe Gabinius, who ſuc- 
ceeded ſoon after to the government of Syria, 
was preparing for an expedition againſt the 
Arabians (as Appian informs us); but was di- 


verted from his purpoſe by Prolemy's ſolici - 


tation to be reſtored to his kingdom. 


2 X 
— IN —— 


— 


— — 


® Theſe were a colony of Arabian: ſettled in Meſopotamia. 


Tas 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 133 


Tat next news we hear of this people, is, 


that Agbarus (or, as others call him, Ariam- 
nes), one of their phylarchs, miſled and de- 
luded Craſſus to his deſtruction. But, by- 


them, in all probability, were the Palmyre- 
nians defended, not long after this, when 
Antony ſent his horſe to ravage the city; for 
they were defended, Appran tells us, by their 
archers, who excel in that way ; which is the 
diſtinguiſhed character of the Arabians. 


AFTER this, we hear little more of them 
(unleſs that Chauneus, who was deluded by 


Ventidius, was one of their kings, as pro- 


bably he was), except in that fruitleſs expe- 
dition of Alius Largus into Arabia Felix, 
and the deſtruction of Herod the tetrarch's 
army by Aretas (Foſeph. I. xviil, c. 7.), till 
after the intire eſtabliſhment of the Roman 
empire. 8 


THE power of the whole world was now 
united into one empire, and that empire now 
in the hands of one man, juſt, wiſe, merci- 
tul; loving all good men, and beloved by 
them, and by his ſoldiers remarkably ; a 
ſtranger to envy, ill-will, and fear of death; 
in dangers, martial, magnanimous, perſevere- 
ing; in neceſſary expence, magnificent; and, 


as far as honeſty would admit, ambitious; in 
the toils of war, indefatigable ; in all its arts 
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134 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
and adventures, from experience, intelligent; 
and, from fortitude and wiſdom, fortunate | 


equally dear to all the friends of Rome, and 
dreadful to all her enemies ! a Roman, * 


ſubdued the German, and humbled the Par. 
thian, and had already reduced one part of 
Arabia into a Roman province]! Few Feat are 


acquainted with the Roman hiſtory, will be 


at a loſs to find, that the man here meant is 
T. rajan. 


Ir it were e poſſible, that Gop's promiſe of 


ſubſiſtence to Iſhmael, in freedom, tho in 


enmity with the reſt of the world, could be 


defeated by human wiſdom, or mortal might, 


now was the time, and this the man. 


Tux reader will, I am ſure, forgive me (1 
hope, thank me) for tranſcribing one para- 
graph from the learned author above-men- 
tioned relating to this point, b. i. p. 408. 


„TAE IR city (i. e. the city of the Ha- 


« garenes; Dio calls them Agarenes), faith 
Dio (I. Ixviii.), was neither great nor rich; 
* yet had it Zoar's privilege: he that pre- 


e ſerved the one from the ſtorms of fire and 


* brimſtone, which devoured far greater 
py neighbouring cities, did guard the other 
* againſt the violence of two moſt potent 
*© emperors, who had over-ran the mightieſt 
ef «* kingdoms of the earth. The heathen 
| a « thought 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 135 
« thought the ſun, to whom their city was 
« conſecrated, did protect it. But can they 
« ſhew us any prophecy of old given by 


e Phebus for this people's good? We can 


« thew them the expreſs promiſe of Abra- 


ms Gop, more than two thouſand years 


« before, for making them, and their bre- 
« thren, a mighty nation. Let the atheiſt 


judge whether their GoD's arm was ſhor- 


* tened, or whether his miracles, which, the 
e Scripture tells us, were wrought for the 


<« ſons of the free woman, whillt they fol- 


« lowed their father's ſteps, can ſeem incre- 
« dible, being compared with the wonderful 
« deliverance of the Agarenes, the ſons of 
* the bond-woman, from Trajan and Seve- 
* rus, both beſieging them in perſon, The 
« ſoil about their city. was barren, and ,when 
« Trajan beſieged it, very hot; fo that the 
*© violence of the ſiege could not be long. 


© Theſe ſigns the politicians could affign of 


Trajan ill ſucceſs. But whence was it, 
e that as oft as the city was aflaulted, the 
% ſoldiers were annoyed with lightnings, 


© thunders, whirlwinds, and hails ? affrighted 


« and dazzled with the apparitions of rain- 
«* bows? Whence was it, that flies ſhould 
e corrupt and ſpoil their meat whilſt they 


did eat it? By theſe, and the like means, 
wonderful in the heathens ſight, was "ng 
jan forced to give over the fiege, which 


00 «© he had followed not without danger of his 
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dn by coming within theſe ffrong archer; 
* ſhot, 


« (as if he had fought before with men, 


e * 


rit, think light of theſe terrors of the Lord: 
but let him remember, that the 


| Romans, Romans led by Trajan! and raiſed 
by ſucceſs! appalled them, in the higheſt 


136 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


in viewing the city ; ſhortly after 


« but now againſt Gov) 19 5 into a dil 
10 eaſe, whereof he died. 2 


THE infidel may perhaps, in oe ſecurity 
of his cloſet, and the faſtus of a libertine ſpi- 


y diſmayed 
men, braver and better than himſelf ! The 
utmoſt ambition of modern libertines is, to 
raiſe themſelves up to the reputation of a Ro- 
man reſolute ſpirit: but theſe terrors diſmayed 


confidence of e and pride of glory. 


LET him remember, that Dio, the au- 
thor of this hiſtory, was himſelf a Roman, 
and a ſoldier of fingular dignity, governor 


— 


* I beg ly to aſſure the reader on this occaſion, that I have, 
with all the care I could, revolved all the accounts of Arabia 
that came in my way ; to ſee whether the phznomena, and 
the calamities here mentioned by Dio, to have diftreſſed the 
Roman army, are frequent in that region; and that I never 
have been able to meet with any inſtance of any one of them, 
except ſometimes ſtorms of wind. If hail, frightful appearances 
of rainbows, and food infeſted with flits, were ordinary cala- 
mities in this region, all the accounts of the caravans that travel 
thro! theſe deſerts, would naturally and neceſſarily be full of them: 
whereas it is notorious, that the beſt and moſt experienced wri- 
ters, who have left us faithful diaries of theſe affairs, do not ſo 
much as mention any of them, Rain is very _ {cen there; 
a hail * far as 1 could ann never. g 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 137 


of ſeveral provinces, and an officer of note 
under Pertinax ! allowed by critics, a man 
of diſtinguiſhed judgment and capacity, who 
related nothing upon common report; and 
all the tranſactions of his own times, either 
from his own knowlege, or the teſtimony 
of eye-witneſſes, of undoubted credit: and 
yet he relateth theſe terrors, without any 
imputation, either of ſuperſtition or pufil- 


lanimity, upon thoſe who were affected by 


them! To all this may be added, that he is 
a writer who appears to have had a particu- 
hr veneration for Trajan; and conſequently, 
more likely to conceal, than to relate in a 
very exact and particular manner, any thing 
which he thought might juſtly be diſadvan- 
tageous to his character. And what ſhall 
we think of every little libertine of the age, 


who ſhall dare to deſpiſe or diſcredit this 


writer, the better to deſpiſe and diſcredit 
Moſes ? Is it not evident, that every ſuch 
important mortal muſt either think himſelf 
much wiſer than Dio, or much braver than 
Trajan, or both ? 


Ax p who is that mighty mortal, ſo hardy, 
and fo reſolved, as not to be diſmayed, to 
fee the elements ſet in array againſt him! to 


ſee heaven renew its affaults upon him, in 


hail, lightning, tempeſt, and thunder, as 
often as he renewed his aſſaults upon the 
enemy | And that this was the condition 
ea, . of 
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of the Romans on this occaſion, Dio gives 
us clearly to underitand. Rainbows are 
uſually indications of rain ; and rain is foung 
by experience to cool the moſt ſcorching 
portions of the Arabian deſerts &; but tho 
rain could not abate the violence of this chis 
diſtempered heat, one would think, that re. dig 
peated ſhowers of hail could not fail to lar 
effect it. Storms and tempeſts are commonly abe 
known to beat down, and to deſtroy, flies of che 
all kinds: but here all the powers of na- on 
ture either failed of their effects, or produced an 
their contraries. Hail and ſtorms are repeat. WW ab 
1 | ed, and yet heat and flies prevail ; prevail q m. 
104 perhaps beyond any thing that ever was be- doe 
1 | fore heard of! Here is a problem worthy . th 
Wh | the depth of infidel wiſdom ! Believers IWF 
'N may fatisfy themſelves, that Gop acted at 
jd this time in favour of J/hmael, with the 


1 ſame diſtinguiſhing mercy which he promiſed 

1 the other deſcendants of Abraham, Exod. xxili. 

tf | 27, 28. | I will make all thine enemies turn 
| their backs unto thee. And I will ſend hor- 


— 2 


— 


— 


* 


ö * See Pitt's account of the religion and manners of the Ma- 
Wl hometans, p. 159. © We travelled thro? a certain valley, which 
1 « 15 called by the name of Attaſb el wait, i. e. the River of Fire, 
0 it fl e the vale being ſo exceſſively hot, that the very water in their 


go |! «« poat-skins hath ſometimes been dried up with the glowing 
T1880 | « ſcorching heat. But we had the happineſs to paſs thorough 
4 | Wh e it when it rained, ſo that the fervent heat was much allayed 
14110 thereby; which the Hagges looked on as a great bleſſing, and 
it ſ « did not a little praiſe G o v for it.“ — | 
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nets before thee, which ſhall drive out the 


BELIEVERS, men of narrow intellectuals, 
may think this extraordinary ſtate of things, 
this reverſed order of cauſes and effects, 
dignus Deo vindice nodus; whilſt men of 
larger talents give themſelves no diſquiet 
about them, or look down indignant upon 
the ſtupidity of meaner mortals, without 
once vouchſafing a ſolution! Might I be 
allowed to intreat theſe men of mighty 
abilities, to imagine themſelves, for one mo- 
ment, queſtioned by the Almighty, on this 


occaſion, as 7cb was on another, and then 


think what they have to anſwer : 


Hasr thou entered into the treaſures of 


the mow £ Or haſt thou ſeen the treaſures of 


the hail, which I have reſerved againſt the 


time of trouble, againſt the day of battle and 


war? By what way 1s the light parted, which 


ſcatteretßh the eaſt wind upon the earth? 
Knoweſt thou the ordinances of heaven ? Canfſt 


thou ſet the dominion thereof in the earth? 
Canſt thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, that 


abundance of waters may cover thee ? Canſt 
thou ſend lightnings that they may go, and jay 


unto thee, Here we are! 


SOME years after this, Severus, a valiant, 
a hardy, a practiſed, and a proſperous war- 
i — 
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rior, after a ſeries of immenſe toil ang 


trouble, and endleſs conqueſts, when he had 


defeated all his competitors, taken Byzay. 
tium (the ſtrongeſt city in the then known 
world) and Niſibis, made peace with the 
Parthians, and ſubdued all the regions 
around; fluſhed with proſperity, and in. 
flamed to revenge againſt the inhabitants of 


Atra * (or, as Herodian calls it, Atre), on 


account of their having aided Niger againſt 
him; indignant alſo, that this city (the city 
of the Hagarenes) ſhould alone ſtand out 
againſt him, when every thing elſe had 
yielded, marches thither with all his forces, 
and engines of war; and many of theſe (the 


inventions of Priſcus, the moſt eminent 
_ artiſt of his age), from Dio's account of them, 


ſecured from hoſtile fire; the mightieſt, the 
molt ſtupendous, and moſt deſtructive, that 
ever were deviſed | beſieges it twice ſucceſ- 
ſively; and is twice repulſed, with ſhame, 
and great ſlaughter of his forces. Nothing 


can be more clear and ſuccinct, than Doctor 


Fackſon's account of this matter (ibid.) from 
Dio. I. Ixxv. and therefore I ſhall take leave 
to tranſcribe it. — 


Azour cighty years after, the emperor 
« Severus, diſdaining (as Trajan had done) 


— 


— 


archers to aid Niger againſt Severus. 


<« that 


* Herodian ſays, that Barſemiut, king of the Atreui, ſent ſome 
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« that theſe Hagarenes ſhould ſtand out ill 
« againſt the Romans, when all the reſt 


« about them had yielded; being repulſed 


« with loſs of men and munition, made 
« oreat preparations for the ſecond aſſault, 
« jn which (after great loſs of his ſoldiers) 
« having overthrown part of the city wall, 


ec he cauſed the retreat to be ſounded in 


« policy, hoping the beſieged would come 
« to intreat for peace and liberty, which he 
« was not minded to grant, but upon condi- 
« tion they would bewray the hidden trea- 
« ſure ſuppoſed to be conſecrated to the 
«ſun, But they continued reſolute a whole 


e day; giving no intimation of any treaty 


« for peace, The ſoldiers, in the mean 


« time, were ſo diſcontented, that, on the 


e morrow following, the Europeans, before 


© moſt reſolute, would not enter at the 


breach: and the Syrians, enfarced to un- 
* dertake the ſervice, had a grievous re- 
„ pulſe. So (ſaith Dion) God delivered the 
* city, recalling the ſoldiers by Severus, when 
* they might have entered, and reſtraining 


_ © Severus the fecond day by the ſoldiers back- 


* wardneſs, The conqueſt, after this breach, 
* was, in martial eſteem, ſo eaſy, that one 
* of his captains confidently undertook to 
effect it, without the hazard of any other 


* man's life beſides, ſo he might have but 
* 550 European ſoldiers aſſigned: to which 


< fair proffer the emperor (as pettiſh as 


they 
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142 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
cc they had been peeviſh) in a diſtraceq 
« chafe replied ; But where fhall I find jo 
many ſoldiers? and fo departed unto Pa. 
cc lefline.” | ; | 


HERE I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 
the refuſal which Dr. Jackſon aſcribes to the 
pertiſhneſs of the emperor, Dio ſeems rather 
to aſcribe to his loſs of authority over hiz 
ſoldiers [ Tpos Tiv & reiben Twy FoaxTWwry, WE c 
Tito errov |; Speaking with relation to the | 
diſobedience of the ſoldiers : he, who had 
before this, openly diſgraced and puniſhed (WF * 
the Prætorian bands; putting ſome to death, I m 
and difarming and unhorſing all the reſt; WW 
and this at a time when they were ſo MW 4, 
powerful, as to ſet the empire to fale, WW 5 
and depoſe and elect as they thought fit; WM 
a captain, the hardieſt and the moſt dex- 
trous, that hiſtory leaves us any account 
of! who in many reſpects exceeded the 
greateſt of the Roman emperors ; and whom 
Herodian makes no doubt to prefer at once 
to Ce/ar, Marius, and Sylla; whom he re- 
preſents, equally expeditious, indefatigable, 
and patient of heat and cold! at once be- 
loved, and revered, almoſt to adoration, 
by his ſoldiers; a commander, who, tho 
perhaps too indulgent to his ſoldiers in 
peace, yet, in time of war, was ſo ſevere 
in diſcipline, and ſo high in authority, 15 
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he could, a little before this, turn back his 
army at a word, in the midſt of flight and 
fear; could not now influence them to 
aſſault the enemy, when they were almoſt at 
mercy. The manifeſt interpoſition of that 
mighty B ING, who, at his pleaſure, pourerh 
contempt upon princes! and bringeth the coun- 


fel of the heathen to nought *, 


« Tavs (adds my author) [ib;d.] are the 
proud aſſaults of the greateſt monarchs, 
«in their height of ſtrength, but like the 


* Ammianus Marcellinus mentions this city, and the cala- 
mities both theſe emperors underwent before it, in the xxvth 


book of his hiſtory, in theſe words: Prope Hatram wenimus, ve- 


tus oppidum, in media ſolitudine paſitum, olimque deſertum : quod 
liruendum © dorti temporibus variisTrajanus & Severus, principes 
bellicoſi, cum exercitibus pene deleti ſunt. 


And probably the riſques that nation then ran, of being de- 


ſtroyed, or, at leaſt, enſlaved (together with ſome other later 
dangers), were the chief reaſon which determined them never to 
ſhut the uſelves up any more within the incloſures of towns; but 


to live perpetually encamped with their kings; keeping the moſt 


diligent ſpies on all hands 'asThewerot aſſures us they do), to give 
them early notice of the leaſt approach or apprehenſion of dan- 
ger: and La Rogue tells us, that, beſides their ſpies, their camps 
are guarded at nights by ſome hundreds of dogs, p. 180. 234. 
This nation ſeems now, as Lacan ſays of the Parthians, 


ll. vii.) Nulli ſauperabilis hoſti eff, libertate fugæ. The libertine 


may think them antiently ſafe, from a vaſt number cf impregn- 
able fortreſſes, which hiſtorians agree they were poſſeſſed of: 
they have now quitted them all, and travellers take notice of 


many of them that are ruinous and deſerted ; and yet the Iſhmael. 


tes (till ſubſiſt, and are ſtill in a ſtate of as great ſafety and free- 
dom as ever. Will any man, after t is, wonder at that promiſe 
of Go p made by Micah (ch. v. 7, 8, g.) to fave the remnant of 
Jacob from their enemies, at the ſame time that he woulddeſtroy 
their ſtrong-holds: verſe 11. And 1 will cut off the cities of thy 
land, and throw down all thy ftrong-halds, N 

«« billows 
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© billows of a ſwelling tide, which break 
* over the banks, and immediately fall 
xc again. The Almighty hath ſet bounds 
* to both, which they muſt not paſs; and 
* under his protection may 1/mael reſt, a; 
© ſecure from the Roman forces, to whom 
* he had given all the regions round about 
de them, as Edom did from the T/raelites, 
© when they flew mighty kings; and caft 
out far greater neighbour-nations,” 


IT wo things the nature of the ſubject, and 
the ſingular obſervations of Dio, make well 
worthy our notice, on this occaſion, The 
firſt is, that the Arabrians ſtood ſingle, in this 
extremity, againſt the whole Roman power : 
for Dio expreſly tells us *, that not one of 
their neighbours would aſſiſt them. 


Tx next is, that Severus was remarkably 
fond of ſoldiers of all nations; for Dio obſerves, 
that, whereas other emperors were contented 
with guards of four different European na- 
tions, Severus filled the city with a mixed mul- 
titude of ſoldiers of all kinds; ſavage to the 


fight, and fearful to the ear ; rude and wild to 


converſe with, He obſerves after this, that 
Byzantium was beleaguered, by the forces, as 
it were, of the whole world, Whereas then 


TI/hmael was laſt invaded, when Severus was 


CET — 
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L L. Ixxy. in excerptis s Theadefio; p. 849. Ed. Leancl. 
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at reſt from all his other wars; and the firſt 
army which he led againſt him, being repul- 
ſed with ſo much diſgrace and ruin, he was 
under a neceſſity of repairing it; if Dio had 
not told us, that he made great preparations 
for the ſecond ſiege, the nature of he thing 


would. The reparation of his own honour, 
his thirſt of revenge, and all his hopes 
of ſucceſs, called upon him not only to 


repair his army, but alſo to ſupply it, 


in the moſt ample and effectual manner he 


could ; and therefore there is no doubt 
but he repaired it, with the beſt and har- 


dieſt veterans he had in the world ; and 


alſo took care to have it ſufficiently ſupplied ; 


having now to do with the moſt furious 


and determined enemy he had ever aſ- 
faulted. 2 

ALL this conſidered, I think we may fairly 
conclude, that every man's hand was, at 


this time, emphatically again/t I/izmael ; the 


hoſtile arms, as 1t were, of the whole world, 
were now lifted up againſt him; and his 


hand, and his only, againſt every man's; and 


yet he dwelt, and ſtill dwelleth, in the pre- 


U 


ſence of all his brethren. 


Ir is likewiſe obſervable, that in this 
people, at this time, the free ſpirit of their 


father Iſunael ſhone out in all its glory: fo 
determined were theſe tons of the vid 
Vol. II. 1 man 
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man to be abſolutely free, that they ſcorned 
ſo much as to be redeemed from ſervitude. 

by any thing but their valour : they dil. 
dained fo much as to treat with the emperor 
of the world, upon that head ; bravely re- 
ſolved, or to live free, or to die fo, 


AFTER this, it is well known, that the 
Iſbmaelites joined the Goths againſt the Ri- 
mans, and ſoon after overcame both; erect- 
ing an empire upon their ruins, the greateſt 
that ever was erected in this world: and what 
is very remarkable, the torrent of their victories 
was (as Sir William Temple obſerves) carried 
from ſouth to north, directly contrary to the 

common courſe; and thus IJſhmael, in the 
full extent of the prophecy, became a great 


nation. 

'T'1s true, they had, long before this, taken 

Io [i the name of SAFACCNS z moved to do ſo, as 

0 ſome imagine, by the reproaches of the 

110 Fews, who upbraided them with baſtardy, b 

WI: and ſo made them aſhamed of their old name 3 bo 
111 ii derived from Hagar and Iſmael, which ca- © 
1111778 ' ried reproach in the ſound ;. defiring to be b“ 
I I conſidered as the deſcendants of Abraham by WR 1 
Ii: | | Sarah (though others derive the name from f 
. another origin): but it is certain, that they 5 
1 are not, and that they are no other than the ; 

iſt 5 Scentt@ 


* 
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ane Arabes under another name *; nor 
can J learn, but that they have intirely dropt 


3 Þ that pretence long ſince, if in truth they 
| * ever took it up. 


Tavus is this extraordinary prophecy of 


Iſomael fignally fulfilled, in ſo many, and 
ſuch very remarkable and ſurpriſing cir- 
cumſtances: and I believe the hardieſt enemy 
of Revelation will not pretend, in this caſe, 
as they have adventured to do in others, 
that the prophecy was given out after che 
event. 


IxpERD Moſes did himſelf come into the 


world. long after the accompliſhment of one 


part of this prophecy: doubtleſs the princi- 


pal parts of Arabia were then called after 


the twelve ſons of J/þmael; who had erected 
© principalities there; as they were allo called 
in much later ages. Le Clerc hath diſcuſſed 
this matter, in his comment, with great la- 
bour and learning; and hath found evident 
temains of almoſt all their phylarchies or 
brincipalities among the Greek writers. Melo 
i quoted by Alexander Polybiſtor, as men- 
| tioning the fame of Abraham's wiſdom ; his 
taverfing the deſerts of Syria, and marrying 
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1 Sextus Rufus breviar. Rom. hiſt. 
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148 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
two wives; one of them an Egyptian ſlave 
by whom he had twelve ſons, who became 
princes over the Aravians - from Whom th; 
twelve kings of the Arabians are name 
(ſays Melo) down to our times. And Saint 
Ferom ſays [in qu. Heb.| chat their tribe 
were diſtinguiſhed by the names of 1/hmae!: 
ſons in his time. And Thevenot & tells us 
from his own knowlege, that they live in 
tribes, and under poylercis, to this day +, 

The truth of the Mo/aic relat.on then, in thi; 
point, is fo far aticlied by all ſubſcquen 
writers. 


Tust increaſe of /Þmael into twelve prin- 
cipalities was well known in Mofes's time; 
but that immenſe multiplication, and national 
grandeur, that was promiſed him, Moſes could 
have no notion cf, but from inſpiration; In- 
aſmuch as there was not then the leaſt ap- 
peara ance or proſpect of any ſuch thing; nor, 
in fact, did it come to pals, till many but 
dreds of years after his death; nay, not till 
many hundreds of years after his hiſtory wa 
tranſlated and known all over the world. 
They (IZ#mae!'s tons) were doubtleſs nume. 
rous in Moes s dine; but yet the Midianites, 
and other ſons of Abraham by Keturas, 
were, in all probability, then much more 
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like ſo numerous then; as they 
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numerous and powerful in Arabia than they. 
It is evident from the journeying of the 
children of Vrael, that they had not then 
ſpread over that part of the deſert, which 
they have ſince filled, and poſſeſs to this 


day. The Midianites 430 Amalebites were in 


that neighbourhood ; but no Iſhinaelites are 


ſv much as heard of: nay, TFeremiah gives 
us plainly to underſtand, that no mortal 


Pa in that deſert at that time (ch. ii. C.): 
he expreſly calls it a land which no man paſſed 
through, and where no man dwelt. 
then, that the ſons of Iſhmacl were nothing 
s they have been 
fince; nor was it poſſible, that they ſhould in 
ſo ſhort a time : nor was it poſſible, that any 
thing but Providence could foreſee that im- 
13 grandeur and increaſe, to which they 
are ſince [woln, 


 Trar "they ſhould be at enmity with all 


the world, and yet grow great, was a pro- 
blem, the moſt oppolite to "all the rules and 


principles of human politics, that could be 


imagined : and therefore no wiſe man, at leaſt 


no man whoſe very being depended upon 


the reputation of his wiſdom (which was the 
caſe of Moſes), would riſque the utter ruin 
both of himſelf and character, by pronounce- 
ing ſo ſtrange a ſeeming abſurdity and con- 
tradition, from any other motive than the 
irreſiſtible influence of divine inſpiration : 


1 3 efſßpecially 


It is plain 
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eſpecially ſince that prediction related to a 
people with whom he had nothing to do, 
and for whom he could have no concern; 
nay, a prediction which muſt, in its own na- 
ture, be exceedingly diſagreeable to that proud 
ſelfiſh nation, with whom he had to do! 


inaſmuch, as the promiſe to Iſbmael did, in 


oint of that worldly grandeur, which they 
bad ſo much at heart, evidently rival, 
if not exceed, that given to their father T1/aac : 
and we may imagine, how ill they could 
bear ſach a preference, who could as little 
bear even any partition of the ſignal provi- 
dence, and diſtinguiſhed favour of Gop, as 
their mother could, that mae ſhould ſhare 


the inheritance with T/aac ; and were as read 


to cry out with her, Caft out this bond-wo- WM 


man, and her ſon ; for the ſon of this bond-w- 
man ſhall not be heir with my fon. 
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DissFRTATION V. 


Of Circumcifion, 


3 N the xviith chapter of Geneſis, Gov 
aſſures Abraham, that he will eſta- 
Ph; 2 bliſh his covenant with him, and 

| FD his ſeed ; that he ſhall be a father 
of many nations, and that tings ſhall come out 
of him ; that he wal be a Gop to him, and to 
his ſeed after him, and will give them the 
land wherein he was then a ſtranger, the 
land of Canaan ; and, as a token of this co- 


injoined to be obſerved, with regard t 
every male of his family, whether born © 
it, or bought of a ſtranger. 


AND be that is cight days cold ſhatl be cir- 
3 cumciſed among you; every man-child in your 
generations, he that is bun in the houſe, or 
bought with money, of any ſtranger which 15 
not of thy ſeed : and the uncircumciſed man- 


L 4 | | child; 
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child, whoſe fleſh of his foreſkin is not circum- 


ciſed, that. ſoul ſhall be cut off [rum his People: 
He hath broken my covenant, _ 


I OBSERVED, in a late diſſertation, with 
whatinfinite wiſdom Almighty G op confoun- 
ded the language of mankind, at Babel, in 
order to reduce them to the virtue and diſ- 


cipline of ſmall ſeminaries ; to prevent the 


growth of one univerſal empire, and, the 
conſequence of that, univerſal corruption. 


And here, again, we ſee the ſame deſign, far- 


ther purſued, ONE in a ſecondary way. 


An ITE. of a very ſtrange and ſingular 
nature, is here injoined, under the penalty 
of utter excifion, to the whole family of one 
man, whom it pleaſed Gop to diſtinguiſh | in 
a very extraordinary manner by numerous 
bleſſings, and many fignal protections and 
manifeſtations of his providence, And, as 
that family was very large, and made up of 

a great variety of people of different coun- 
tries, the neceſſary conſequence was, that, 
as any of them went off from thence, they 
carried whatever virtues or inſtitutions they 
had learned there, into their own houſes or 
countries, or whereſoever the providence of 
GOD conveyed them; and, as ſomething 


would neceſſarily be added, Or diminiſhed, i 
or varied, in theſe inſtitutions, from length 


of time, or the different diſpoſition or 92 1 
3 0 
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of underſtanding, which ruled thoſe who 
had learned them ; here was a new founda- 
tion laid of new diſtinctions, to be diſperſed 
through the world, with a proſpect of much 
piety and virtue diffuſed through each. For, 
inthe firſt place, Abraham journeyed with his 
father, from Ur of the Chaldees, to Haran; 
and, from Haran, he journeyed to Canaan, 
with his wife, his kinſman Lot, and all the 
ſouls they had gotten in Haran and to theſe 
were afterwards added men-ſervants and maid- 


was ſoon after ſo numerous, that even when 
Lot was divided from him, he had 318 ſervants, 
born in his houſe, able to bear arms; nor 
was his family wholly made up even of (Hal- 
deans and Egyptians ; tor we learn from his 
own words, that Elieger of Damaſcus was 
his ſteward ; and ſtewards are ſeldom found 


their own; eſpecially Rewards of ſuch power 
to his maſter; and we know, that none are 
fo ordinarily and naturally taken into favour 


with ſuch men, or indeed with any men, as 
thoſe of their own kindred and country ; and 


made up of as great a varicty of people, as 


the world. 
Now, 


ſervants from Egypt : and we find his family 


in great families, without ſome dependents of 


and credit as Elieger, who was heir apparent 


to all theſe were yet added men- ſervants and 
maid-lervants of the land of Canaan, beſtow'd 
by Abimelech; ſo that Abraham's family was 


could well be collected in that early age of 
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Now, that Abraham was a good man, and 
ſtudious to impreſs true piety and virtue upon 
the minds of his houſhold, and that he actu- 
ally did fo, we are aſſured by Gop himſelf, 
Gen, ch. xviii. 19. For I now him (faith 
Gop), Hat be will command his children and 
his boufhold after bim; and they fhall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment. 


AND, indeed, it was ſcarce poſſible it 
ſhould be otherwiſe with ſuch as dwelt long 


in his family, under all the manifeſtations of 


divine mercy, vouchſaſed to Abraham, and 
under ſuch a ſteady and glorious example of 
true faith, piety, and virtue in him. And 


7 ö * 2 


* There is reaſon to believe, that the Zezvs were originally, 
and for a conſiderable time after the eftabliſhment of their 
commonwealth, remarkably juſt and honeſt, though, it is cer- 
tain, that, long before the deſtruction of their temple and po- 
lity, as well as fince, they have been remarkably otherwiſe. 
All things degenerate in length of time; and no inſtitutions 
are proof againſt wealth and vanity, Nor can any argument 
be drawn, from their ſubſequent corruptions, to the diſad- 


vantage of their primitive righteouſneſs. What the opinion of 


the more candid and conſidering heathen was concerning 
them, I think, may be fairly collected from the account Strabo 
gives of them, J. xvi. He tells us, that Moſes was an Egyptian 
prieſt, who was maſter of one part of the country, and could 
not bear the idolatry of his countrymen, who aſcribed the 
images of beaſts to Gop, as the Gree 's did thoſe of men; that 
to him the virtuous and religious reſorted, whoſe leader he 
became, and eſtabliſhed a conſiderable empire, where Jeruſalem 
now ſtands ; that his ſucceſſors long continued in his inſtitu- 
rions, and were truly religious and juſt ; bit afterwards dege- 
Rerated into ſuperſtitious, tyrannical, Oc. 


WS 
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we find, that, in fact, his fon J/aac is the 
moſt perfect character among all the patri- 


archs; and his ſervant, ſent to fetch that 


ſon a wife, from among his own kindred, is 
the moſt accomplithed inſtance of fidelity, di- 
ligence, true piety to Go p, and a firm con- 


fidence in the immediate ſuperintendence and 


interpofition of his providence, that was ever 
yet heard of, in a man of that character: 
and, as we have all the reaſon in the world to 


believe, that all the reſt of his ſons * and ſer- 


vants were as well, and as carefully, trained 


up in true virtue, and the fear of Gop, as 
theſe (as long as they continued with him), 
how naturally and neceſſarily mutt true vir- 
tue, and true religion, be diffuſed among man- 
kind, by their means, as they themſelves 


were diſperſed among mankind ! and they 


could not fail to be ſo diſperſed, by the di- 


ſperſion of his ſons ; to all whom (except I- 


maet, ſent away under the reſentment of his 


* Notwithſtanding the many imputations upon the Arabs 


the deſcendants of Abraham by Iſbmael, there are not wanting 
many writers of note, who greatly celebrate their national juſ- 
tice, and juſtify the impoſts they exact from caravans and 
travellers, from the common right of all nations, to raiſe 
tributes from goods and perſons trading and negotiating in 
their country. So that they alſo may not unnaturally be allowed 
to have learnt of their father Abraham to keep the way of the 

Lord ſo far, as to do juftice and judgment, which are the 


main points of that divine declaration concerning him, in the 


Xvuith ch. of Cen. See Ia Roque, p. 94, 95. And that they ſtill 
tetain the hoſpitable ſpirit of their father Abraham in a very 


eminent degree, is fully confirmed to us by the ſame author, 
p. 120, He. 


wife), 
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156 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
wife), the text ſays, he gave gifts ; and we 


know that men and maid-ſervants were the 


chief gifts of that age. And as 1/aac and 7/h. 


mael had a good underſtanding with one ano- 


ther after this (for we find they aſſiſted toge- 


ther at their father's funeral), the goodneſs of 
Jaac's character leaves no doubt but that he 
gave his brother a proper portion of his fa- 
ther's ſubſtance : nay, there is no doubt but 

that Abrabam himſelf did fo, after Sarah's 
death, if not ſooner, as a ſon fo tenderly loved. 
And indeed tis ſcarcely poſſible, that 1&mael 
could otherwiſe become to early great, as to 
have twelve ſons, princes. 


Fr 0M all which we may fairly conclude. 
that, even in this reſpe&, that glorious pro- 
miſe and privilege, conferred upon Abraham 
by Almighty Gop, was alſo fulfilled in a 
lower way; that in him all the nations of the 


earth ſhould be bleſſed. 


Havinsg thus prepared the way, the 
buſineſs of the following diſſertation ſhall be, 


to ſhew, 


Firſt, Thar circumciſion could obtain 


among mankind, no otherwiſe than by divine 


inſtitution. 


Second, To inquire into the reaſons of 


And 


that inſtitution. 


ra 
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And thirdly, To anſwer the objections 
raiſed on this head. 


And, firſt, that circumciſion could no 
otherwiſe obtain among mankind, than from 
divine inſtitution, appears from the plaineſt 
reafoning in the world, becauſe fo painful 
and ſo inconvenient a rite, and, in ſome caſes 
(as that of Abraham) ſo dangerous“, which 

; 5 had 


* A late ingenious writer hath, in his letter to Dr. Hater- 
land, treated this rite of circumciſion as exceedingly dangerous 
in all caſes (ſupporting the opinion of a leſs conſiderable wri- 
ter againſt Revelation in that point) ; and coniequently ſuch as 
cannot reaſonably be preſumed to be originally derived from 
divine inſtitution ; from the command of a good and a 
merciful G o d. Now, as a very learned anſwer hath lately been 
publiſhed to this part of that letter, I beg leave to lay before 
the reader a ſhort abſtract of that controverſy. 

This gentleman (the letter-writer) grounds his judgment 
upon quotations from Spencer and Lightfoote, both whom his 
adverſary affirms him to have miſquoted and miſrepreſented ; 
as they alſo miſtook and miſrepreſented the Few: authorities, 
from whence they quoted. Spencer quotes Maimonides as pro- 
nouncing, that circumciſion was not as a flight hurt of the leg, 
or burning of the arm, &c. but jo dangerous, that it was not 
ſometimes to be undergone without hazard of life. Now theſe 
laſt words, wot to be ſometimes undergone without hazard of 
life, are found to be Spencer's own addition, without any 
foundation from Maimonides : and the author of the letter to 
Dr. Waterland hath changed ſometimes hazard into ſome ha- 
zard, as if this operation were always attended with ſome ha- 
zard of life; which Spencer doth not fay, nor could ſay with 
truth, experience being full againſt him. 

Again, that ingenious letter writer concludes a note in that 


letter with theſe words: IF the firſt, ſecond, third fon ſhould 


die by circumciſion, thoſe that were born after, were not circum- _ 


ciſed ; and yet Iſraelites in all reſpe4s 3 prieſis in all reſpedts, 
Lightf. vol. 2. p. 760. | Now 
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had no foundation either in reaſon, or nature, 
or neceſſity, or the intereſt of any particular 
ſet of men, could never obtain in any nation, 
but from the injunction of ſome high and irre- 
fiſtible authority; and ſuch only, in the pre- 
ſent caſe, could be the authority of Gb. 
And, in general, the ſame reaſoning with 


n 1 eee bee to be of 


** 8 „ 


Nove he aig Iſraelites; in all e, FRE MY in all 
reſpectt, tho ſeemingly quoted from Light/oote, his anſwerer 


affirms not to be found in L7ghtfoote but in this he is greatly 


miſtaken ; for they are the very words of Lightfoote. However, 
the learned anſwerer produces ſeveral quotations from the 


Jewiſh writings, full to the point, that no uncircumciſed prieſt 
was allowed amongſt them ; though, 1 think, we are little 


cConcerned to defend any of their allowances or ordinances 


contrary to the law of Go p. 
The letter- writer alſo quotes Ligbefote thus: Lightfoote ; in- 


Forms us, that the frequent mortality it (i. e. circumciſion) occa- 


ſioned, produced a ſtanding law, that when any perſon had Loft three 
children ſucce/fvely by the operation, he was excuſed from circum- 
cifing the reſt, Now Lightfoote ſays not a word of a flanding 


law, on this head: but ſays, that if the firſt, ſecond, third 


ſon ſhould die by circumciſion, thoſe that were born after 


were not circumciſed : but in this, I think, the learned an- 


{werer proves him to be miſtaken ; in challenging him, at the 
{ame time, to produce any inſtance of ſuch mortality occa- 
ſioned by circumciſion. "There is indeed an inſtanceof a woman 


who loſt two children after circumciſion : but then thoſe chil- 


dren were dangerouſiy ill at the time of the operation, and 


in all probability would have died without it; and, as to the 


point of uncircumciſed IHaelites and Priefts, it is certain the 
law of Go b allowed no ſuch: and thoſe expreſſions, this learned 
writer inſiſts, were either figurative, or meant only of a ſecond 
circumciſion, not required by the law of GoÞ; a rabbinical 
and ſuperſtitious f folly, which we are no way concerned to 


defend. See this matter more at large, in an anſwer to the 


letter to Dr. Vaterlaud in relation to circumciſion, &c. 


London, printed for John Crownfield, at the Riſing- Sun, in 
St. Paul's Church-yard, 


divine 
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divine inſtitution, will hold full as ſtrong 
1 


FIRST, becauſe there could be no prieſt- 
craft in the caſe; for we read of no ſuch 
thing as a prieſt of the race of Abraham for 
400 years after this inſtitution ; nor had 
prieſts any emolument from this rite, nor 
was it their peculiar buſineſs. And, 


In the next place, I believe it will be 
allowed, that cruelty, z. e. unneceſſary pain 
to ourſelves, and our children, hath as little 
foundation in nature, as cruelty to the crea- 
| tures! And therefore nothing but the ſame 

authority which eſtabliſhed one, could eſta- 
bliſh both. 


THE Egyptians, indeed, pretended to prac- 
tiſe this rite from no other principle but that 
of cleanlineſs, as Herodotus aſſures us: and 
poſſibly they might, by that time, have ſo 
atterly loſt all memorial of the true origin 
of this rite, as to know no other reaſon why 

they practiſed it; but, at the ſame time, any 
man of common capacity cannot but ſee, 
that could never be the true reaſon of the 
inſtitution, fince tis evident to a demon- 
ſtration, that they might be as perfectly 
clean to all intents and purpoſes, without 
this rite, as with it; and it is abſurd to ſup- 
poſe, that any man, of common ſenſe, ſhould 

_ undergo 


160 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
N pain or hazard himſelf, or force 
the ſame inconvenience upon his poſterity, 


for any end, which could be as fully and 


perfectly attained without thoſe evils ; and 
therefore this pretence is utterly idle and 
_ abſurd. 


.Orntxrs have ſuppoſed, that this rite was 
inſtituted, for prevention of diſeaſes inci- 


dent to that part of the body ; as Others 
think the part cut off inconvenient, in thoſe 
countries where this practice prevailed, 


In anſwer to theſe, I readily agree with 
the enemies of Revelation, that GOD makes 
nothing in vain, much leſs what requires cut. 
ting off : and whenever theſe objectors ſhall 
prove, that any nation under heaven ever 
had their nails regularly pared away, to pre- 
vent whitloes; or their jugular glands regu- 
larly cut out, to prevent quinſies; or their 
noſes conſtantly cut off at eight days old, 
to prevent polypus's; it will then be time 
enough to enter into a ſerious confutation 
of ſuch fſenſ{clcis ſuppoſitions. And there- 
fore it being demonſtrable, that this prac- 


tice could 52 ave no fo daten either in 


reaſon, or nature, or neceſſity, or intereſt, 
there is nothing to Which it can be referred, 


but the e of Almighty Gop. 


1 PR O- 
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I eROCEED therefore, in the ſecond 
place, to inquire into the reafons of that 
inſtitution. 1 5 


AN D doubtleſs one reaſon of it was, to be 
at once a trial of Abrahams faith, and a proof 
of the covenant then entered into with him. 


For ſince Abraham was to be the father 
of the faithful, the moſt eminent example of 
truſt and confidence in the promiſes of Gop, 
tho' all human appearances and probabilities | 
were full againſt him; an example, which 
was to extend to all future ages! how other- 
wiſe could that example be made fo effectual, 
for our imitation and inſtruction, as by con= 
veying a certain memorial of it down to all 
ages? ſuch a memorial, as ſhould exhibit 
him ſteady and reſolved under the ſevereſt 
trials, and conſtantly and gloriouſly trium- 
phant, and rewarded afterwards. And that 
this was one plain intention of that rite, is, 

I think, very reaſonably to be inferred, 
from theſe words, Gen. xvil. 11. And ye 
ſhall circumciſe the fleſh of your foreskin: and 
it ſhall be a token of the covenant betiviæt me 
and you : And again, verſe 13. He that 7s 
born in thy houſe, and he that is bought with 
thy money, muſt needs be circumciſed: and 
my covenant ſhall be in your fleſh for an 1 
everlaſting covenant, And Tacitus, who hath {p48 
Yor. It. M vented Wl 
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162 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
vented many falſhoods and abſurdities con- 


cerning the Jews, yet plainly ſaw the reaſon 


of their circumciſion, thus far, viz. That 
they uſed it as a mark to be diſtinguiſheq 
from other people “; and Mo/es's account 
of the origin of this rite is the only 
account of it conſiſtent with common ſenſe: 
from whence it is eaſy to obſerve, that it was 
inſtituted to feparate a particular race of men 


from the reſt, for the preſervation of true 


religion; and to be a perpetual memorial of 


that ſeparation; to be a perpetual memorial 


of that covenant into which Gop then en. 
tered with Abraham, upon a very ſingular 
occaſion. The plain account of it ſtands 


thus: 


ABRAHAM had a ſolemn promiſe 


of a ſon from Almighty Gop: the blefling 
was long deferred; at laſt, granted by a bond- 
woman : and that fon, ſome few years after 
he was given, when his father had now 
fixed his heart and his hopes upon him, ap- 


parently given up for loſt! and exprelly 


refuſed to be his heir. He is now again 
promiſed another fon by his wife; and the 


next moment compelled to practiſe a rite, 
which, in all human probability, muſt defeat 


— 


* Circumcidere genitalia inſtituere, ut diverſitate noſcantar. 


that 
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that promiſe; and yet he obeys inſtantly *. 
How glorious an example 1s this! And how 
admirably are all the circumſtances of this 
inſtitution fitted, to perpetuate the memory 
of it, with all his poſterity! to make it me- 
morable and illuſtrious to thewhole earth! 


W 1TH what wiſdom Abraham's family 
was conſtituted of various nations to this 
very end, and they, with his children, di- 
ſperſed into various regions of the earth, I 
already obſerved, in the introduction to this 
diſcourſe: and fince he himſelf had, by the 
peculiar appointment of Almighty Gop, tra- 
verſed a great part of the then known world, 


4 * Fe - * = © —_— 


The danger Abraham underwent in that operation, at 
that advanced age, and the very indecency of it in a man of 
his years and dignity, are in the place of ten thouſand proofs, 
that it was forced upon him! And nothing, but the irreſiſtible 
authority of Go p could be a ſufficient force in thoſe circum- 
_ Pances. Theodotus's veries upon this ſubject (quoted by Eu- 
ſebius, Ewan. Prepar. l. ix. c. 22.) carry their own evidence with 
them: he tells us, that Abraham readily executed, becauſe God 
himſelf commanded. The intelligent reader will, I doubt not, 
thank me for four antient Gree4 verſes upon this ſubject, in 
my judgment, not unworthy the Homeric age. 
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In Eng liſb thus: Who formerly led forth divine Abraham Hue 
out of his owon country, the ſame commanded the man with bes 
whole houſe, from heaven, to circumciſe the fleſh of their fore 
Ain. He executed: it was ſleadily done, becauſe God himſelf 
Jaid it fbould be done. 
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164 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


before this time, under the fulleſt evidence 


of the divine protection, attending him 


where-ever he went, the diſperſion of his 
family afterwards (many of whom were eye- 
witneſſes of the divine favours to him, and 
all the males of them carrying about them 
the ſure marks of his MAK E R's covenant with 
him *) could not but diffuſe a thorough per- 
ſuaſion of Gop's manifold mercies, and gra- 
cious promiſes, to Abraham, into many remote 
regions of the earth; and convey both the 
memory of thoſe mercies, and the piety 
which they themſelves had derived from his 
influence, to their children: and by theſe 


means, an extenſive and lively memorial of 


Gop's providence, and ſure interpoſition in 


the government of the world, was long pro- 


pagated and preſerved in the world; for the 
impreſſions of piety and virtue on the minds 
of men muſt be in proportion to the ſignal 
force with which thoſe impreſſions are made, 
and the frequency with which they are re- 
peated, And ſince GOD himſelf foreſaw, 
that theſe impreſſions would be effectually 
made by Abraham upon his whole family: 
and poſterity, and when, at the ſame time, 


2 * 


— _ 


* A candid man ſhould, methinks, be little at a loſs to ac- 
count for the origin of circumciſion among other nations, 


when Abraham had ſo many hundreds of ſervants, of different 


nations, circumciſed at once in his houſe ; and, in all proba- 
bility, many thouſands even in his own houſe before his death: 
do fay nothing of his many ſons, and ſons ſons, 
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Rev ELATION Examined, 8c. 165 
they were attended with ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
ſeal of the divine covenant, it was hardly 
poſſible, but that they muſt long be propa- 
gated and preſerved in the world, | 


Brs1DE8 all this, the covenant made with 


Abrahan, was fitted to raiſe, and to fix, the 
attentiom Of all mankind. It was a covenant 
of unverſal concern; all the nations of the 


gart) were to be bleſſed in him *: and molt 
regions of the then known world had men 


of their own nation, men of credit and vera- 


city, to atteſt the truth and certainty of 


this covenant to them. And therefore 
both curioſity and intereſt would naturally 


excite men to attend to this matter, and to 
examine it with care; and the careful exa- 
mination of ſuch truths, as men find it their 
intereſt to embrace, ſeldom fails to end in 
conviction. 


AND whoever conſiders how fignally and 
univerſally the fame of Abraham hath been, 
from the earlieſt times, and ſtill 1s, extended 


over all the eaſt, will have no reaſon to 


— 1 


* If we may believe the beſt accounts of antiquity Abra. 


ham was (as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter) the great inſtrument, in 


the hard of Gop, of diffuſing true religion and wiſdom over 
the moſt eminent regions of the world then known; and 
the natural propagation and diſperſion of theſe bleſings over 
the earth made him very properly a bleſſing to all the nations 
of the earth. | 
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166 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
believe this a light or a groundleſs ſpecu- 


lation, 


ANOTHER reaſon why this rite was in- 
ſtituted, was to be an emblem to the people 
of Gop, of true purity, and a &ſregard of 
ſenſual enjoyments ; that they ſhould renounce 
every thing that had no other ule, in the 
degeneracy of our nature, but to cherrh the 
deluſions of ſenſe, and leave our appvitex 
leſs in our power; a document which g. 
skill'd in the knowlege of nature, will fin 
to be ſufficiently implied in this inſtitution, 
Hence it is, that Moſes (in the xth chapter 
of Deuteronomy) commands the children of 

 Jjrael to circumciſe their hearts; and in the 
xxxth chapter of the ſame book, among many 
other bleſſings promiſed to obedience, he 
adds this alſo; And the Lord thy God will 
circumciſe thy heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, 
to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, that thou mayeſt live. 
And the ſtyle of all the Scriptures, both of 
the Old and New Teſtament, is in the ſame 
analogy ; plainly implying this rite to be an 
emblem of ſpiritual purity. 


Bu r doubtleſs the main reafon of this in- 
ſtitution was, to ſeparate a peculiar people to 
the ſervice of Gap, by ſuch a diſtinction, as 
ſhould demonſtrate itſelf to be of divine ori- 
1 ginal, as being no otherwiſe to be —_— 
En 3: or 
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for; and, in that demonſtration, be a per- 


ages a living, and an irreſiſtible proof of 
1 


is covenant with Abraham. And ſuch a 
roof it is, as hath confounded the whole 
infidel world, from the days of Julian the 
apoſtate emperor, to this day; and will con- 
tinue to do ſo to the day of judgment; ſuch 
a proof as infidels have been called upon, 
challenged, provoked to confute*: and 
whether they have confuted it, will be beſt 
ſeen by all the objections, which their im- 
potence hath hitherto raiſed, with any co- 
lour of reaſon, againſt it. 


Ap all theſe ſeem to be principally 


founded upon the ſuggeſtions of Sir John 


Marſham, a very learned man of the laſt 
age; from whom ſome late writers, whom I 
will not preſume to pronounce very unlearned, 
have tranſcribed without ſcrutiny ; and, in 
the natural and unhappy conſequence of 
ſuch negligence, retaled without truth. And 


therefore, leaving theſe ſecondary objectors 


to ſuch as are at leiſure from matters of 


more importance, I ſhall examine the 


grounds of this gentleman's conjectures; and 
content myſelf with demonſtrating them to 


be very ill founded. 
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168 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


IN the firſt place, then, he tells * us, that 
Abraham was not circumciſed, when he 
went into Egypt, nor in more than 20 years 
after; that his poſterity were circumciſed 
both before their deſcent into Egypt, and 
during their continuance there; but were 
not circumciſed for 40 years after, as long as 
Moſes lived, till Foſbua cauſed them to be 
circumciſed; and that Gop approved the 


action, ſaying (Joſh. v. g.), This day have | 


rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off 
you. From hence tis inferred (not indeed by 
this learned author himſelf, tho' he did every 


thing but make the inference), that this inſti- 
tution had ſome peculiar regard to Egypt, as 
if it were only practiſed by the children of 


. Jſrael, to make them more agreeable to the 
Egyptians, whilſt they were amongſt them; 


and therefore neglected, as ſoon as they 


were leparated from them. 


Tx * anſwer to this inſinuation is ob- 
vious: If this rite were practiſed only in 
compliment to the Egyptians, how came it 
to be practiſed by the people of Goa, 
upon their entrance into Canaan, when they 
were wholly ſeparated from the Egyptians, 
and had nothing more to do with them 


* Secul. 5. p. 73. Lipſiæ edit. 


T his 
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This then is a groundleſs ſuggeſtion, it being 
demonſtrable, that this could not be the rea- 
ſon, why that rite was omitted in the wil- 
derneſs, becauſe, if it were, the reaſon would 
be much ſtronger, why it ſhould be omitted 
in fudea. The true reaſon, then, of the 
omiſſion of this rite in the wilderneſs, ſeems 
plainly to be this; becauſe they were then 
in a ſtate of perpetual wandering; which 
would make this practice not only very 
troubleſome, but very dangerous; fince it 
is. known, that wounds demand reſt; and 
ſuch perpetual diſquiet, and the frequent 
deaths conſequent to it, would be not only 
a new, but a conſtant, and, in truth, a more 
juſtifiable, ſource of complaint againſt Gop, 
and their leader; and would, at the ſame time, 
of neceſſity deſtroy a great number of thote | 
very men, whoſe ſwords were to ſubdue the 5 
promiſed land. And as this reafon carries 
its own evidence with it, I think it may alſo 
be, in ſome meaſure, collected from the fifth 
chapter of Jeſbua, at the fifth and fixth $ | 
verſes; Now all the people that came out were | ih 
circumciſed; but all the people that awere born | 
in the wilderneſs by the way, as they came 1 
forth out of Egypt, them they had not cir- Wl ol 
cumciſed: for the children of Iſrael walked. | 
forty years in the wilderneſs, till, &c. It ſeemed | 
good therefore to Almighty Gop to ſuſpend W004 
this rite, in that unſettled ſojourning ſtate, 2 Li N 


till the inſtant of their entrance into the 
5 land 
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170 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


land of Canaan, i. e. till he placed them in 
the midſt of their enemies: and there they 
were circumciſed, not the order of 
FJoſbua, as it is inſinuated in the objection, 
but by the expreſs command of Gop him. 
ſelf; to let them ſee, that they were under 
his immediate protection; for the greateſt 


part of their men of war was by this 


means utterly diſqualified for battle, for 
ſeveral days; and if their enemies had come 
upon them in that condition, they muſt have 


been deſtroyed. And what could hinder their 


enemies from deſtroying them, but the im- 


mediate protection of Providence? And this 


circumſtance is ( notwithſtanding the im- 
preſſions of terror, which God's ſignal dry- 
ing up of Jordan before the children of 
T/rael had made upon the neighbour-nations) 
a demonſtration, that the obſervance of this 
rite, at that time, could only be in obe- 
dience to the divine command; becauſe 
otherwife no captain of common ſenſe 
would injoin it at that time; fince ſuch an 


junction, without the immediate appoint- 


ment and protection of Almighty G op, 
would be, in effect, to give up himſelf, and 
his people, at once, into the power of their 
enemies: nor would a people fo obſtinate 
as they were, obey him, without a full aſ- 
turance of ſuch a command. 


Now 
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Now this rite being practiſed at this time, 
upon men in maturity, under the expreſs 
declaration of a command from G op, every 
ingle man that received it, was a competent 
judge whether it was actually commanded 
by Gop (and what elſe could oblige them 
to ſubmit to it, in that imminent and imme- 
diate zrticle of danger, is unimaginable) ; and 
conſequently they were competent witneſles 
to their children, that it was ſo commanded. 

So that the rite was now renewed, with more 
evidence of divine authority, than even in the 
original inſtitution of it, to Abraham. And 
this I take to be the true comment upon that 
command from G op to Foſhua (which hath 
been ſo much controverted by men of learn- 
ing), 70%. ch. v. 2. At that time the Lord 
aid unto Joſhua, Mate thee ſharp knives, and 
circumciſe again the children of Iſrael a ſecond 
time; that is, Let this inſtitution be now 
publicly and ſolemnly renewed upon you; 
well knowing, that after ſo ſolemn a renewal 
of it, in thoſe circumſtances, it could never 
become a doubt amongſt them, whether this 
rite were of divine inſtitution. 


Bo r tis urged, that Goo himſelf tells them 1 
that he had now rolled away the reproach of | 
Egypt from off them; from whence tis inferred, 
=o incircumeiſion was reproachful amon 
Egyptians, I anſwer, That, poſhbly, 

it 
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172 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
it might; but yet, that, by no means, fol- 
lows from thoſe words; for the reproach of 
Egypt may as well ſignify what was reproach. 
ful to the Egyptians themſelves, as what wa: 
reproachful in their eſteem. To illuſtrate 
this by one inſtance, among a great number 


that might be offered: In the xxxiſt chapter 


of Jeremiah, ver. 19, Ephraim is introduced 
lamenting in this manner; I was aſhamed, yea, 
even confounded, becauſe J did bear the re- 
proach of my youth, Here the reproach of his 
youth 1s plainly the reproach to which that 
youth was expoſed, the reproach which it had 
deſerved. And may not the reproach of Egypt 
be interpreted, in the ſame analogy, the re- 
proach to which Egypt was expoſed, the re- 
proach which Egypt had deſerved? And we 
know, that incircumcition was that with 
which the Jeus reproached other nations. 


AGAIN, it is evident, that the children of 
Iſrael, invading Canaan from Egypt, muſt 
be confidered by the Canaanites as Egyptians ; 
as a race of men who had dwelt in England 
for four hundred years, if they were to in- 
- vade France, would undoubtedly be confi- 

dered by the French, as Engliſhmen. Now we 
know, that nothing could be more reproach- 
ful to the children of 1/-ael, than to be called 
by the name of any other people, eſpecially 
that people whom they now molt of all, and 
very juſtly, deteſted, viz, the Egyptians ; and 
therefore, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 173 e 
therefore, when GO D had fixed ſuch a mark 
upon them, as. would certainly diſtinguiſh 
them from the people of Egyp?, what could 
be a more natural reflection, on that occaſion, 
than to tell them, that he had now taken off 
the reproach of Egypt from them, i. e. that 
they ſhould now no longer ſuffer under the 
imputation of being fugitive and vagabond 
Egyptians? | 


Bur 'tis urged, by the learned man already 
mentioned, that the Egyptians uſed this rite 
of circumciſion from the begining. 


H ſays ſo indeed; but the queſtion is, How 
he proves it? And, in truth, he does not fo 
much as pretend to prove it, otherwiſe than 
by the teſtimony of two Gree# hiſtorians, 
who expreſly ſay fo, Herodotus and Diodo- 
74s, Now, to prove it by the teſtimony of 
Herodotus, is to prove it by the teſtimony of 
an hiſtorian owned to be fabulous, even by 
the writers of his own country; * who wrote 

his hiſtory about 1000 years after Moſes; 
and an hiſtorian from a country, which did 1 
not ſo much as know the ule of letters + til} l 
fix hundred years after Moſes; and had, 


DF — . 


confeſſedly, no record or monument of 1 
= | 5 5 e 
* Vid. Joſeph. contra Apion. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. 5 | | l | 


+ Sir Iſaac Newton's chronology. 
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74 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


learning amongſt them, even when he wrote. 
*Tis plain then, this author can have ng 
credit from any knowlege of his own, or 
records of his own country ; and therefore 
what he ſays upon this head can only reſt 
upon the credit of the Egyßptians, who told 
him ſo; that is, upon the credit of thoſe very 
men, who told him “, that, from their firſt 
king, to Sethon the prieſt of Vulcan, there had 
paſſed 11,340 years; that, in that ſpace, there 
had paſt juſt 341 generations, and juſt 341 


high-prieſts, and juſt 341 kings; and that, 


in that time, the ſun roſe twice where it now 
ſets, and ſet twice where it now riſes; and all 
this, without cauſing any ſort of change in 


Egypt, either with regard to the earth, or the 


river, or health, or death; the very ſame men, 
who alſo told him, + that from Dionisſos to 
Amaſis, was, 15,000 years; and that they 
ſpoke this from certain knowlege, becauſe 
they conſtantly made exact computations of 
time. And therefore the ſum of Sir ohn Mar- 
ſham's' argument, from Herodotus, is this: 


Tarr Pgyprians undoubtedly uſed circum- 
ciſion from the beginning, becauſe a lying 
hiſtorian tells us ſo, upon the credit of the 
molt ſhameleſs, notorious, abandoned lyers, 
that ever were heard of in the world. 


—_—. 3 
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* Herod. lib. ii. cd. Lond. p. 144, 145. 
+ Ibid. p. 146. : 
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AND, beſides all this, it is, I think, ſuffi- 
ciently demonſtrable, that the Egyptians had 
not circumciſion ſrom the begining. For 
the Colchians (i. e. the Caſhluhim of Moſes) 
are allowed to be a colony of the Egyptians , 14400 
and the Philiſtim are the deſcendants of the Wu. 
Colchians, as Moſes affirms, and Bochart 1 
proves (and the learned Dr. Patrick is of the 1 | 
ſame opinion). Now, the Phili/tzm (i. e. the K 
Pbiliſtines) were not circumciſed. The ſons _ 
were not circumciſed ; and ſhall we believe F110. 
the fathers were? Tis true, the Colchians _ Wt 
were circumciſed in the time of Herodotus ; Wk | 
and nothing 1s more natural than for colonies | 
to derive cuſtoms and manners from their 
mother country : but, I think, it is very _ 
evident, that they were not circumciſed when | 
they firſt left Egyyt (for then the Philiſtines 
would have been circumciſed) : conſequently, wet 
that rite was then unknown in Egypt. EN 15 10l 


BESILI DES, Herodotus tells us, that the 1 
Syrians, and they who live about the river 
Thermodoon and Parthenius, and their neigh- ee 
bours the Macrones, had but very lately Wy 
[vsw5-1] learnt this rite, from the Colchians. oy: 
Had this rite always obtained among the Col- 
ch1ans, or as early as the age of Abraham, me- 
thinks, their example, or authority, or inter- 
courſe, or all together, might more naturally 
have influenced or infected their neighbours 
5 ſomewhat 
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ſomewhat ſooner; might have operated upon 
their near neighbours in leſs timè than fifteen 
hundred years. 


Bur, it ſeems, the ſame Herodotus tells us 
* alſo, that the Pfæniciaus and Syrians, why 
inhabit Paleſtine, confeſſed that they learnt 
circumciſion from the Egyptians. And poſ- 
fibly he might have heard ſo; and what 
then? He ſays the Phænicians learned it from 
the Egyptians. Sanchonatho ſays, they learnt 
it from Saturn (i. e. as good critics have 
made it very probable, from Abraham). Which 
ſhall we believe in this caſe ? Shall we believe 
Herodotus, who knew nothing of the Phe- 
nicians? or Sanchoniatho, who was well ac- 
quainted with them? 


BE SID Es, the Phænicians were originally 
| Tdumeans, as Ammonius affirms. No w the 
Idumeans, beyond all queſtion, had circum- 
cifion, not from the Egyptians, but from Edom. 


Bur Herodotus tells us, that the Syrians, 
who inhabit Paleſtine, confeſſed, that they 
learnt circumciſion from the Egyptians ; and, 
poſſibly, they did confeſs this in his time: 
but the queſtion is, Who theſe were? Now 
Sir 0 Newton hath ſbe en or is this 
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» Ibid. P. 127. 


+ Others think the Jews were now known by the name of 


Phenicians. See Bochart. Phal. l. iv. c. 34. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 177 
among his ſingularities), that Herodotus was 
contemporary with Nehemiah (Helvicus 
laces him a little earlier, v72. in the time of 
the captivity) : and every one knows, that the ö 
eus were then only rebuilding the city of e 
eruſalem ; and that the people who inha- = 
bited Paleſtine at that time, were not Jes, 1214 WY 
but a mongrel race, ſettled there by Salama- 1 
naſar, when the ten tribes were carried away WY 7 
into captivity ; a race of men, who were at — 
mortal enmity with the Fews ; and doubt- = 
leſs would rather aſcribe the origin of any of ms 1 
their cuſtoms to any nation under heaven, [11 10 188 
than to that nation, whom they deteſted above 11 
All others! And no man of common ſenſe, who 
knows any thing of the Feros, and how much 
they glory, and ever have gloried, in their fa- 
ther Abraham, will ever believe, that any one 
of them, from the foundation of the world, 
ever owned or imagined this rite derived to them 
otherwiſe than from him; or from him, other- 
wile than by the expreſs command of Gop : 
*and therefore the learned man above-men- 
tioned can ſurely derive but little honour from 
an opinion ſupported by ſuch teſtimony. 


That circumciſion was divinely inſtituted, appears (I 
think) to a demonſtration, even from the ſuperſtition of the 
Egyptians. They paid an uncommon veneration to a Certain, 
kind of ape amongſt them, who wanted the prepuce, upon a 
hrm perſuaſion, that this was owing to the immediate ap- 
pointment of Almighty Go D. What can be more clearly im- 
plied in this, than a fir.n perſuaſion, that circumciſion was 
originally of divine inſtitution ? | 


„ N Bur 
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Bur it is further urged, that Diodorus Si- 
culus“ alſo ſays, that the Fews were a colony 

from the Egyptians, and learnt circumciſion 
from them. 


Ir is owned, he does; but then it muſt al- 
ſo be owned, on the other hand, that he ex- 
.preſly reports this upon the credit of the Egy/- 

tians themſelves, who never yet ſtuck at 
any fiction or falſhood, how ſhocking and 
monſtrous ſoever, which they imagined 
could aggrandize their nation; and, as they 
were ſufficiently infamous on this ſcore, long 
before Diodorus was acquainted with them, 
ſo it is certain, that they had in no degree 
recovered their credit in his time; but were 
rather much improved in lying, as Sir 1/aac 
 Newtonvery judiciouſly obſerves: and therefore 
this teſtimony, being upon the ſame foundation 
with that of Herodotus, deſerves juſt the ſame 
regard, 7. e. juſt the ſame contempt. | 


Bes1Des, it being notorious, that the eus 
came out from Egypt, what could be more 
natural, in the eſtimation of any hiſtorian, 
who knew this, without knowing the cir- 
cumſtances of their living there, as a diſtinct 
people, and their departure thence, under the 
manifeſt protection of Go p, than to conclude, 
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| REVELATION Examined &c. 179 
that they were an Egyptian colony? And, 

being 10 deemed, whatever inſtitutions they 
© were found to obſerve, in common with Egypt, 


© would very naturally be judged to be derived 


from thence : and it is undeniable, that Srrabo 

E judged it thus; for, ſpeaking of the practice 
of circumcifion peculiar to the Egyptians 

be adds, which the Fews do, by their law, 
E who were antiently Egyptians. 8 


Bor, it ſeems, Philo defends this rite of 
his religion, from the practice of the Egyp- 
fans, a great and wiſe nation; but ſays not 
one word of its being derived to them from 
| the Jeros. 


Taru is, Philo, a wiſe man (a man of 
the world), who had confiderable tranſactions 
E with the heathen world, defended this rite 
of his religion in ſuch a manner, as would 
bring moſt credit to that practice, and, at rhe 
ume time, give no offence to thoſe hs dealt 
with; eres, had he inſiſted upon this 

© rite's being derived to the Egyßtians un 
che Fezos, he had offended the heathen world, 


wichout bringing any advantage, either to bis 
country, or the rite he would defend; which 


wonld, perhaps, be leſs reverenced, if it 
were believed to be originally theirs, | 


3 


le diſtinguiſhes two operations of this kind, in uſe with 
. * Egyptians, circumciſion of the males, and exciſion of the 
} 0 emales. | 
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Bes1Des, Philo, perhaps, knew little gf 
the true origin of this rite among the Fg. 
 tians : it might have been derived from J. 
ſeph (as the Jews generally believe it wa), 
it might have been derived from 1/hmae!, 9 

the ſons of Keturab: perhaps, he did ng 
know how it was derived; or, if he did, he 
did not care to tell. And ſurely it will always 
be found a very weak and injudicious war 
to attempt to overthrow any truth, by ar. 
gumentsdrawn from the 1gnorance, or pruden. 
tial ſilence, of its defenders, from whence 16. 
thing can be interred to its diſadvantage, 


IN the laſt place, 'tis objected, that 7%. 
phus, quoting the teſtimony of Heroditi 
againſt pon, owns that the Jews did ci. 
cumcile ; but makes no objection to that hiſto. 
rian's account of the origin of this rite, 


IN anſacr to this, I cannot but obſery: 
with concern, that I never ſaw a leſs candid 
repreſentation of any point than this. Would 
not any man, that heard the objection, believe 
that Apion had charged the eus with having 
learnt this rite from the Egyptians? and tha 
Joſeplus was ſilent under the charge, and, 
conſequently, in effect, owned it? This 
certainly what any reader would apprehend 
at firſt ſight; and yet, upon inquiry, 10- 
thing in nature can be more injurious or i- 
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ſuch thing to him; and, contequently, 7%. 


F phus had no occaſion to anſwer an objection 


which had never been made to him. 


Tat caſe was this; Apron, among other 


E calumnies, upbraided the Tews with being 
an obſcure and upſtart race, unknown to 
che Greek hiſtorians . In anſwer to this, 
after Fo/ſephus hath ſufficiently ſhewn his 
E contempt of the Greets, their ignorance, 
and the cauſes of it; yet, to confute this 
calumny of his adverſary, he proves from 


quotations out of every one of the Gree# 


E hiſtorians of note, that the eres were not 
unknown to them; and, aſter fome others, 
he mentions Heredotus, in this manner ; + 
Neither was Herodotus of Halicarnaſſus 2g 
F 1ant of our nation ; but ſeems fo have Mes- 
lioned them after a faſhion : and then proceeds 
to quote that paſſage from him, where he 
© ſays, that the Syr/ans who inhabit Pale/7rne, 
© learnt circumciſion from the Egyp7a7s. 
Now, ſays Joſephus, the Jews are the only 
iahabitants of Paleſtine, that circumcite ! and 
from thence he infers, that Herodotus had 
alſo heard of his nation, and made mention 
of them, 
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I jult ; for, in fact, Apron never objected any 
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182 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


THe queſtion was not, whether Herodotu 
mentioned them right or wrong, but whether 
he knew them, or mentioned them at all ? 
The point in debate was, whether the Few 
were known to the Greek hiſtorians; and 
Fojephus proves they were, becauſe they al 
mentioned them : his buſineſs was not to dil. 
pute, whether they had given right account; 
of them ; but to prove, that they knew them: 


and, when that was once made out, Apions 


calumny, that they were an obſcure, upſtart 
race, was ſo far confuted. FTojephus's diſ- 
pute was not with Herodotus, but with Abion; 
_ conſequently, his buſineſs was not to conſute 
Herodotus, but to confute Abion: and, when 
he had confuted him, he had no more to do: 
eſpecially conſidering that he had already 
fully declared bis ſenſe in this point, in his 
hiſtory, to which he refers the reader, in the 
introduction to this diſcourſe. But, at the 
ſame time, it is ſufficiently inſinuated in this 
very paſſage from Joſephus, that Herod, 
tho' he had heard of the Fews (as Joſephus 
_ erroneouſly concludes from that paſſage), 
Yet he knew little of them: he ſeems to hav? 
mentioned us (ſays he) after a faſhion ; an 
expreſſion, which plainly implies, that / 
ſephus had an utter contempt of his 1g10- 


rance on this head (nay, it implies more; 
it implies, that Tofjephus was under {ome 
doubt, whether they really were the people 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 183 
which Herodotus ſpoke of). And, doubtleſs, 


| 
this was one reaſon, why he elſewhere | 
treats Herodotus as an hiſtorian of little cre- 
dit even with his own countrymen ; as in 
fact he was. 


| ALL the inference T would draw from | 

| hence, is, that we ſhould not haſtily adopt _ ö 
the opinions, even of men of great learning, | 

without weighing the reaſons on which they 

are built: neither ſhould we adopt an. 

opinions of men, in oppoſition to the will of 

Cop ſufficiently revealed; foraſmuch as 7he 

wiſdom of men 1s fooliſhneſs with God; and 

the moſt refined and ſolid judgments they 

ever yet made, weighed with the divine de- 

clarations and deciſions in the Scriptures, 


will, upon the balance, be found Ighter than 
vanity. 


" 
* r * = 


Bur we are told by ſome very ingenious 
writers on the {ide of irreligion, that the opi- 
nion of circumciſion's being derived from 16 065 
the Egyptians to the Jeu, 1s the more pro- | | 


bable, becauſe it was not till after the Lord 
had ordered Moſes into Eg gypt, that the 


Lord met him by the way in the im, anal 
fought to kill him for not circumeiſing fs - a 
child. 1 4 
| Tux force of the argument lands thus: 1 | 
| Moſes is ſent by Gon, to the children of J ih 
N 4 racl, bi 
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184 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
rael, to deliver them from ſervitude and cap- 
tivity, by an high hand, by inflicting cala- 
mities and judgments of various kinds, upon 


the Egyptians ! and therefore, in ks to 


qualify him for that employment, he obliged 
him to execute a rite upon his fon, which 
was not to recommend him to the Iſraelites, 
but to the Fgyptians; not to recommend 
him to the Vraclites, whom he was to aſſem- 
ble, to exhort, and to conduct; but to re- 


commend him to the Egyptians, whom he 


was to terrify, to afflict, and to deſtroy. 
This is reaſoning, I muſt confeſs, of a very 
uncommon caſt ; and, I frankly own, that 
the man who ſces the force of it, to the ad- 
vantage of its author's cauſe, hath a ſagacity 
very ſuperior to any thing I can pretend to. 
Now I ſhould very naturally conclude, that 
a ſon of Abraham, who was ſent to the ſons 
of Abraham, under the expreſs character of 
a meſſenger from the God of Abraham, to 
be their "deliyerer, leader, and law-giver, 


muſt come very ill recommended under 


every one of thoſe characters, if he were 
found himſelf to live in an open neglect 


of that inſtitution, and open diſobedience to 


that command given by Gop himſelf to Ab ra- 


ham; and that therefore there was an abſolute 
neceſſity, that his ſon ſhould be circumciſed, 


Bur then I muſt own, that this is not 
thin! eing z freely ; ; becauſe it is thinking, as 1 
am 
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am neceſſarily tied down to think, from the 
nature and-reaſon of things. 


Tuus far, I think, it is evident, that there 


is no ſolid or juſt foundation either from 
antiquity, or the circumciſion of Moſes's ſon, 


to believe that circumciſion had its riſe among 


the Egyptians. And, beſides all this, I think 


it demonſtrable from the Scripture, that it 


was not known in Egypt, when Abravam 
was there, 


Faw we find, that when this rite was en- 


joined him by Almighty | Gop, about twenty 


years after he left Egypt, he actually circum- 
ciſed every male in TY houſe, Now we know, 
that he brought men-ſervants and maid- ſer- 


vants with him from Egypt: whether they 


were preſents made to him (as was uſual in 
thoſe times), or purchaſes made there, by 
him, is not ſo clear from the text : the text 
ſays, he had them; but does not ſay, how. 
Now I think, it cannot well be fuppoſed, 


that all theſe Egyptian men- ſervants died 


within twenty years, when the ordinary 


period of life was, at leaſt, an hundred years: 


or, if we ſuppoſe, that they all dicd within 
this period ; we cannot well ſuppole, that 


they all died without ſome male iſſue, 


eſpecially in fo prolific a family as that 
of Abraham was: and yet, unleſs theſe two 
frange ſuppoſitions are taken for grantcd, 


it 
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186 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


it is evident, that circumciſion was not 
known in Egypt, in Abraham's time; be- 
cauſe every male of his houſe was circum- 
ciſed, when he himſelf was: conſequently, 
thoſe Egyptian ſervants, and their deſcend- 
ants, were then circumciſed alſo ; which 


could not be, if they had undergone that 
rite before. Now the text ſays, that Abra- 


ham took Iſhmael his ſon, and all that were 
born in his houſe, and all that were bought 


with his money; and, leſt this ſhould not be 
thought to take in his whole family, it adds, 


every male among the men of Abraham's 
houſe ; and circumciſed the fleſh of their fore- 


Skin, in the ſelf-ſame day as God had ſaid 


unto him, 


Ix it be asked, why circumciſion was or- 


dained on the eighth day from the child's 
birth? I think, we may anſwer (without 
pretending to know every reaſon of this 


circumſtance, or precluding any), that an 


obſervation of Ariftotle's ſufficiently juſtifies 


the wiſdom of this appointment : he tells us 


(in the ſeventh book of his hiſtory of ani- 
mals), that moſt infants die before the ſeventh 
lay; and that for that reaſon men gave them 


names on that day, as then conſiding more in 
their health, * And we are told, that for this 
reaſon, in the kingdom of Great Benin in Africa, 


— — — 


—_— 


— — 2 


ern 


Hoſſran's account of Cuiney, p. 444. 
e parents 


— 2 


s 


>. 4c 4a 5nN a. 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 187 
parents make feaſts on that day; imagining, 
that the infant is then paſt its greateſt dangers. 
Had Gop appointed circumciſion earlier, the 
ordinary mortality of children, from other 
cauſes, antecedent to this period, had infallibl 
been imputed to this rite ; and, had he defer- 
red it much longer, the growing fondneſs 4 


parents would often delay, and perhaps, 1 
the end, defeat the inſtitution. 


Ir being now, I hope, ſufficiently appa- 
rent, that Abrabam did not learn this rite 
from the Egyptians, | beg leave to add another 
obtervation ; and that is, That this rite, 
as it was practiſed among the Feus, was, in 
all probability, no rite among the Egyptians, 
at the time of Meſes's birth. This, I think, 
appears from the conduct and expreſſions 
of Pharaoh's daughter, upon tinding Moſes 
in the ark. That he was then circum- 
ciſed, is out of all doubt; becauſe he was 


a goodly (that is, an hale, beautiful) child of 


three months old : and that Pharaot)'s daugh- 
ter knew him to be ſo, is, I think, ſuffici- 
ently evident from the words of the text; 
(Exod. ch. ii. 6.) And when ſhe had opened 


(the Engliſh tranſlation adds it; but zt is not 


in the original), ſhe /aw the child; and, behold, 
the babe wept ; and ſhe had compaſſien on him 
and ſaid, This is one of the Hebrews chil- 
dren. Take then the import of theſe words 


(conſidered in the decency of the Scripture- 


ſtyle), 


158 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


ſtyle), added to the curioſity, natural, and 
reaſonable, and ſuch, I believe, as never was 
left unſatisfied on fuch an occaſion ; and, I 
think, we muſt fairly conclude, that this lady 
knew Moſes to be an Hebrew child by the ſign 
of circumgiſion, which diſtinguiſhed the He- 
brew childten from thoſe of the Egyptians. 


SoME indeed imagine, that Pharaoh's 


daughter knew him to be an Hebrew child, 
merely from finding him in the river; becauſe 
her father had commanded all the male chil- 
dren of the Hebrews to be thrown into the 
river (Exod. i. 22.) : but I own, I can't ſeethe 
force of this argument; becauſe Pharaoh com- 
manded all the male children of the Hebrews 
to be drowned, therefore a child found in the 
river, in a condition to be moſt effectually 
preſerved from drowning, was known, by 
that mark, to be an Hebrew child, 


BesIDEs, 1 conſiders the ſtyle, in 
which Pharaoh's daughter ſpeaks of him, 
muſt lee, that ſhe knew his ſex, 


Ser then it appears, that the Egyptians 
were ſtrangers to all circumciſion when Abra- 
ham practiſed this rite, and when the Col 
chians came out from them, and to infant- 
circumciſion when Moſes was born ; the only 
queſtion now remaining, is, How they came 
by it? 

AND 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 189 
AND all this is very clearly to be accounted 
for, from the Scriptures, joined to the ac- 
counts of the Gree hiſtorians : Herodotus tells 
us, that it was doubtful, whether the Egyp- 


tians learned this rite from the Ethiopians, or 


the Ethiopians from them; and Diodorus tells 
us * that the Egyptians learned their laws 
and cuſtoms from the Ethiopians: Herodotus 
notes alſo, that there was a tradition, that the 
antient Egypt was only that part of it, which 


was then, and is now, known by the name of 


Delta; that all the reſt of the country ſo 
called, belonged originally to Arabia and 
Ethiopia. And nothing is more credible than 
this, ſince all Kingdoms were originally very 
ſmall, and extended by degrees; and it is well 
known, that the antient Ethiopia is part of 
that country, ſince known by the name of 


Arabia. Indeed Strabo, who wrote later, ſup- 


poſes its antient dimenſions to be much larger, 
vis, from Syene to the Mediterranean : but 
then he adds, that all the region on the left- 
hand of the Nz/e, that is, from thence to the 
Sinus Arabicus, was Arabia; and that Helio- 
felis was in Arabia. Now Moſes tells us, 
in the xxvth chapter of Geneſis, that Iſhmael's 
ſons dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, which 1s 
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190 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
before Egypt. His wife was an Egyptian, 


as was his mother; and probably his ſons 


matched there : and nothing 1s clearer from 
the accounts of Scripture, joined to thoſe of 
heathen antiquity, as well as later writers, 
than that his deicendants (in proceſs of time) 


poſſeſſed themſelves of all the Arabia's, 


which comprehended Ethiopia, and a great 


part of the preſent Egypt (at leaſt, ſo far 


poſſeſſed themſelves of them, that the other 


nations, who were originally mixed with 


them, were ſwallowedup in theirs). And canit 
be a reaſonable doubt, whether they intro- 


duced this rite of their religion, where-ever 


they ſettled ? tho' it is poflible, that as the 
Egyptians expulſed theſe Iſbmaelites, the rites 
they introduced were, in a great meaſute, 
neglected or aboliſhed. But that the 1/mael- 
zfes did introduce this rite where-ever they 
revailed, can ſcarce be doubted, when it is 


known they ſo ftrialy adhere to it to this day; 


and the reaſon of this adherence is evident, 


becauſe 1/hmael (and his mother), who caught 


it them, certainly knew that it came from 


Gop; and, in conſequence of that certain 


knowlege, inculcated it carefully into all 


his defcendants. And when we ſee them ſo 


religiouſly adhere to it to this day, can it be 
doubted whether they eſtabliſhed it in Egypt, 
if the greateſt part of Egypt was afterwards 
in their poſſeſſion? as in all probability it 
was. And if it Was doubtful to Herodotus, 

whether 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 191 


whether the Egyptians learned it from the 
Ethiopians, or the Ethiopians from them, can 
it be a doubt with any candid man of com- 
mon ſenſe, which of them practiſed it origi- 
nally, who ſees the teſtimony of Diodorus, 
and the only rational account of this rite's 
being derived to the Ethiopians, from an 
hiſtorian vaſtly more antient, and upon all 
accounts infinitely more authentic, than 
Herodotus ? 


O, ſuppoſe it not fully eſtabliſhed there 
by the poſterity of [hmael, can we doubt 
whether it might eaſily be eſtabliſhed by 
Joſeph, in the courſe of the moſt abſolute 
miniſtry that ever was heard of, for fourſcore 
years together ? 


W know that, in the firſt fourteen years 
of that period, he reduced the whole king- 
dom into the abſolute power of his maſter ; 
their goods, their lands, their perſons, were 
Pharaoh's, i. e. in effect were Toſeph's, as 
tar as his virtue would ſuffer him to employ 
them: and is it not the known practice, 
nay, 1s it not the pride of flaves, to inutate 
their maſter's manners, if he ſeems any way 
ſolicitous to have them do ſo? Can it be doubt- 
ed, that the Egyptians would eaſily embrace 
the religious rites of ſo great, fo wiſe, ſo ab- 
ſolute a miniſter, who had preſerved every 
one of their lives; who had ſaved the whole 
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that Joſeph) married the daughter of an Exyp- 


ol his power and grandeur | when he might 
that all the males of that family, into which 


can any thing be more probable, than that 


marriage, when they were very far from 


192 REVELATION Examined, &&. 
kingdom from ruin, and was himſelf fo vi- 
fibly and remarkably * by the Spirit of 


| I circumciſion then, was ſo early eſta. 
bliſhed in Egypt, tis evident to the meaneſt 
capacity, that theſe are the only rational 
ways of accounting for that eſtabliſhment ; 


eſpecially if it be conſidered yet farther, 


tian prieſt, Aſenath, the daughter of Poli- 
pherah, prieſt of On ,: and this, in the height 


eaſily make it one condition of his marriage, 
he married, ſhould be circumciſed. And 


he did fo, when his brethren made the ſame 
a. neceſſary condition of giving their ſiſter 
Dinah to Shechem, the ſon of Hamor, in 


being upon equal terms with Shechem, who 
had before defiled their fiſter, and in whoſe 
land they dwelt? Much leſs were they upon 
ſuperior terms with him, as Foſeph was very 
N to any ſubject of Egypt, at the 


8 BOW © 
'* There are ſome memorials of Joſeph ſtill extant in Egypt, | WI 
his granaries, and the priſon where he was confined; and learned i cu 


men have concluded, with much appearance of truth, that the 
chief of their antient religious rites were originally memorial: 
of him. See Stilling fleet's origines ſacræ. 

+ Gen. xli. 45. 


time 
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time of his marriage: yet under theſe diſ- 
advantages the ſons of Jacob infiſted on this 
condition; * We cannot (ſaid they) do this 
thing, to give our fifter to one that is uncir- = | 
cumciſed ; for that were a reproach unto us, my! 

But in this will wwe conſent unto you: if ye e 
will be as we be, that every male of you be l 
circumciſed, then we will give our daughters 1 
unto you, and we will take your daughters to 1 0 | 
us, and we will dwell with you, and will be- 1 
come one people. Now if this was their true 
ſenſe (as it certainly might be, tho' they 
deal deceitfully in the conduct of this affair), 
and as it unqueſtionably was their father 

Jacob's ſincere ſenſe of the matter, muſt not 
the ſame ſenſe be much ſtronger in Fo/eph, 
a man of ſuperior piety to them all? And 
would he give himſelf, endowed with all 
the power and grandeur of Egypt, and, what 
is more, with the Spirit of Gop, in marriage 
to an uncircumciſed family, upon terms leſs 
advantageous, than his brethren would give 
a ſiſter, who was defiled? Let any man judge 
1f this be credible! 


Ir was certainly very natural for the Fews 11 
to conclude, that if their ſervants, bought ml 4 
with their money of ſtrangers, muſt be cir- 160 

cumciſed, much more ſhould they, with 1 
+ Gen. xxxiv. 14, 15, 16. 1 


8 whom 


* 
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whom they entered into the cloſeſt and moſt 


intimate alliance, by marriage. And as for 
any ſingularity in the practice of this rite, 


among "the Egyptians, different from the 


practice of the Fews ; ſingularities in all rites 
of religion (7. e. departures and variations 
from their true original inſtitution and man- 

ner) arg common in all countries; and leſs 
to be wondered at among the Egyptians, than 
any otber people; for, as they affected to be 
thought to have learnt nothing from any other 
nation, that affectation would naturally urge 


them to vary their rites into the greateſt differ- 


ence they could, from the practice of others. 


To confirm this account yet farther, let it 


be obſerved, that, in fact, the prieſts of 
Egypt were ' circumciſed, even as low as the 


time of Foſephus ; for Foſophus, refuting the 


calumnies of pc againſt the Feuiſb obſer- 
vances, and, among others, againſt circumci- 
ſion, and abſtinence from {wines-fleſh, has 
theſe words; * If any one ſhould ask him (a 2 
Apion), whom he thinks the ꝓiſeſt and moſt 
prous of the Egyptians, be would certainly con- 
ſeſs the prieſts to be ſo : for theſe two things 
are injoined them by the kings from the begin- 
ning; the worſhip of. the gods, and the ſtud; 
of wiſdom. Now they are all circumciſed, and 
abſtain from feines-fleſh. And then he ex- 
poſes the folly and blindneſs of Apion, in 


. cont. Apion. 1. ii. p. 1374. 


objecting 


ſes 
the 
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objecting that to the Jews, as a reproach, 
which the wiſeſt of his own countrymen 
practiſed. If this rite had been then, or even 


originally, practiſed by all the Egyptians, I. 


ſhould think Toſephus would as naturally 


have retorted the reproach upon Apion from 


the practice of the Egyytians in general, as 


Apion would have declined urging it. 


Bes1Dss, I think it demonſtrable both 
from Jeremiah ix. 25, 26. and Eze#zel xxxi. 


18. that the Egyptians were not univerſally 


_ circumciſed in their time: for tho' there 
is a difficulty in the conſtruction of the 25th 
verſe of that chapter of TFeremiah, yet the 
laſt words of the next verſe put this point 
out of all diſpute, vig. For all theſe nations 
(i. e. Egypt, &c.) are uncircumciſed ; and all 
the houſe of Iſrael are uncircumciſed in heart : 
from which words 'tis evident, that the 
Egyptians were uncircumciſed in the fleth, 


The ſame thing is allo evident from the cited 


paſſage of Exefiel; where Pharaoh, and all 
his multitude, are conſidered as uncircumciſed : 


and unleſs theſe affertions were notoriouſly _ 


true, tis incredible how theſe prophets could 
deliver them to a people, who could not 
but know, that they were notoriouſly falſe. 


Tux great prejudice that blinds and byaſ- 


ſes the minds of men upon this point, is, that 


the Egyptians were a great and flouriſhing 


O 2 people 


7 
—_ — — 
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people when the Greeks firſt ſpeak of the 
ſubſiſtence of this rite amongſt them, and 
the Jeus nothing like ſo conſiderable ; and 
therefore they think it highly improbable, 
that the proud Egyptians ſhould derive this 
practice from the (comparatively) poor Fews: 


but there is a groſs deluſion that runs thro' 
all this reaſoning; the Hgyptians were a 
very great people in the time of Herodotus; 
but it was impoſſible they could be a very 


great people in the time of Abraham, 7. e, 
when circumciſion had its arigin; there 
could be no ſuch thing as a great empire in 
that early age of the world, nor till long 


after; and that this rite obtained early amongſt 
them, ſhould ſeem probable, inaſmuch as 
they vaunted it to have obtained always. 


Tur v alſo forget, that all the moſt au- 


thentic accounts of antiquity ſuppoſe the 
Egyptians inſtructed by Abraham, not Abra- 
ham by them; derive all their learning and 


wiſdom from Avraham: and, at the fame 
time, ſhew him not only to have contemned 


their religions rites, but even to have con- 
vinced themſelves of their abſurdity; as 


* ſhall be ſeen hereafter. 


TE v forget that Tacitus, who profeſſesto 
to follow the opinion of many writers, makes 


| this a rite of TO origin. He tells us *, 


en 


* Hiſt, I. v. e. 4. 


that 
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that Moſes conſtituted new rites, and contrary 
to thoſe of all other mortals: and ſoon after 
he numbers circumciſion among thoſe rites * 

and ſays expreſly, that they (the Fes) in- 
ſtituted it to be diſtinguithed from other people: 
an affectation which is utterly unacocuntable 


from any other principle, than that this rite 


was of divine inſtitution! for otherwiſe why 
ſhould they deſire to be dillinguithed to their 
infamy ? 


THE inſtitutions of a people, barbarous, 
brutal, and ſtupid, will not bear to be reaſon- 
ed upon ; nor can convincing conſequences be 


drawn from them : but the Fews are well 


intitled tO 4 Very « different character, 
oo 


LasTLY, They forget that it is utterly 
irrational, and without the leaſt foundation 
cither of proof or probability, to ſuppoſe 


this rite of circumcition to be of human in- 


ſtitution. 


\ 


IN one word, the only rational 1 


ſions that can de drawn fron a thorough and 
a candid examination of this matter, are thete 


three: 
irt, Tur circumciſion was demonſtra- 
bly of divine inſtitution. 


* Hilt. 1, v. c. 5. 
O 3 F econdly, 


* — — — „ . . . 
— — 
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Secondly, Thar the Egyptian prieſts, in 
all probability, learned it either from Iſhmae 


or Toe} 5. 


Thirdly, Th Ar the bulk of the people (if 
they aſed it) fell late into the practice. 


TRE reader hath here a candid and clear 


ſtate of this controverſy ; together with the 


plain, obvious (and, as I think, unanſwer- 


able) reaſons, of my opinion upon this ſub- 
ject: and if any man ſhall attempt to refute 
theſe plain reaſons for believing (as I firmly 
do), that circumciſion was originally inſti- 
tuted by Gop (commanded firſt to Abra- 
ham, and from him derived by his ſons 


and ſervants to other nations), and can find 


any new matter or room for oppoſing me 
with candour and integrity upon the point, I 


promiſe his arguments the moſt fincere and 


ſerious conſideration I am capable of; tho 


it ſhould end in a public retractation of what 
] am now fatisfied to be the truth. 


Dis- 


Diss ERTATION VI. 


of the deftrudtion of - Sodom and 


Gomorrah. 


AN the xvilith chapter of Genes, is 
recorded a converlation een 
Abraham, and that glorious Being 
before whom he conlidered him. 
ſelf as duft and afhes, concerning 
the deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, In 
this converſation, Abrabam 1s repreſented 
interceding for that abandoned people, with 
ſuch ſtrength of reaſon, and ſo clear a ſenfc 
of divine juſtice, with ſuch fortitude in de- 
fence of innocence, and yet ſuch infinite de- 
ference to the great Judge before whom he 


pleaded; with ben 2 mixture of humility 


and humanity, of wiſdom and of virtue; fo 
right a temperament of ſpirit ; as renders his 
character the moſt amiable and exalted, that 
can well be imagined among mankind. 


Q 4 IN 


= VOTE WR Re he Ms ed an 


200 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


IN diſcourſing upon this ſubject, I ſhall 


inquire, 


Firſt, WRA x ends of divine wiſdom were 
anſwered by recording this whole relation, 
and conveying it down to future ages, 


And, 


Secondly, I ſhall inquire, what evidence 


there is, that the cities of Sodom and Gomnr- 


rab were deſtroyed in the manner here 


related by Mo/es. 


AND doubtleſs one end of infinite wiſdom, 
in recording this relation, was, to ſhew 


Abraham's character in ſuch a light, as 
might leave every man of common ſenſe a 


competent judge of the amiableneſs and ex- 


cCellence of it. 


For, ſince it ſeemed good to Almighty 


Gan to diſtinguiſh Abraham with ſingular 
and eminent marks of his favour; and ſince 


G oD foreſaw at the {ame time, that the inſo- 
lence of vain men would charge this conduct 
with partiality “; nothing could better 

5 become 


— 
* 
„ 


On account of his having, as they imagine, no diſtinguiſhed 
merit or title to the divine favours above other men. 


The inſtances of this kind are from ſuch trifling write s, as 


I am almolt aſhamed to quote, The main objection to him is, 
| his 
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become his wiſdom, than to convey ſuch an 
account of Abraham to future ages, as ſhould 
demonſtrate to every candid and confidering 
man, that a great variety of excellent en- 
dowments, every virtue that can adorn or 
exalt the human nature, were centred in 
him; and, of conſequence, rendered him the 
fitteſt object of the divine favour, that can 
be imagined, 


THE precedent accounts of him ſufficiently 
ſhew his piety, his prudence, and modera— 
tion; and now comes on another relation, 
which ſets forth his hoſpitality, his tem- 
perance, his humanity, his humility, his 


r 


his want of veracity in calling his wife his ſiſter in a ſtrange 
country, moſt abſurdly making him accountable for all the ac. 
cidental conſequences of ſuch a conduct: and this is to me 
a ſtrong argument of the high opinion theſe men muſt have 
(at heart) of Abrabam's character, when ſuch an imputation as 
this is to be urged and aggravated againſt him. He is, I be- 
lieve, the firſt and only mortal, that ever was charged with 
immorality, for diſguiſing his true character in a ſtrange coun- 
try ; which was no way injured by the diſguiſe, nor had any 
right to the knowlege of more truth concerning him; eſpe- 
_ cially, when there was not ſo much as à verbal falſhood in the 
aſſertion; ſhe being, in truth, his ſiſter, according to the 
idiom of language in thoſe early ages; tho' not inceſtuouſly, 
at once his wife and his ſiſter (7. e. the immediate daughter ot 
the ſame father or mother, in which caſe only he could be guilty 
of inceſt, as ſome have aſſerted, from the force either of un- 
common ignorance, or effrontery! And I muſt own, that 
Writers on the fide of Revelation have, I think, taken more 

pains to confute ſuch cavillers than they deſerve. A circum- 
ſtance more juſtly exceptionable in this great man's character, 
ſhall, with Gon's aſſiſtance, be candidly conſidered in its proper 


place. 
for- 
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fortitude; and all theſe ſet off with ſuch 
light of reaſon, ſuch integrity of heart, ſuch 
ſimplicity of manners, and ſuch beauty and 
skill of addreſs, as enabled him to expoſtulate 
with his Maker, not only with a decency, 
but alſo with a dignity, not to be deſcribed. 


Hap Moſes only given this character of 


Abraham in the abſtra&t, beſides that it had 


been cold and unaffecting, there had been 
then nothing in it ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed 


from what pride and partiality have fince 


aſcribed to other men: or, if there had, 
would not the ſame vanity, which now ob- 
jects and upbraids, think itfelf then intitled 
to doubt or disbelieve? to ask, How all 
this appears? and why Moſes did not 
relate the facts upon which he founded his 
opinion, and leave his readers to pronounce 
upon them, and to infer, as they found rea- 
{on? „ 


Now this is what Moſes actually hath 


done; conveying Abraham's character to 


us, in the ſimplicity of ſuch ſhort and natu- 
ral relations, in a plain account of ſuch apt 


addreſs, and ſo generous a behaviour, as can- 


not fail to affect every heart, not yet har- 
dened by inhumanity, or made inſenfible by 
inſolence ; at the ſame time placing it in a 


light fo amiable, and ſo exalted, as hath 


never 
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never yet been reached by all the pomp of l | 
eloquence, and all the paint of flattery. . 1 
AND here I muſt obſerve, that if Moſes RA mW 


be not admitted to be a writer inſpired by 
Gop, yet he muſt be allowed, upon many 
accounts, the greateſt genius this world ever 
ſaw! even the hiſtorical parts of his writings 
never yet were, nor ever will be, equalled. 


PERHAPS there is not a more effectual way _ 11 
of convincing candid men, and confuting 11 
cavillers, upon the preſent point, than by 1 
ſhewing the ſeveral parts of this patriarch's 1 
conduct in the relation before us, in their bd | | 
true light, which will make his perieQtions Wk 
ſufficiently ſhine out to every common eye. 


ABRAHAM, in an hot country, and in 
the heat of the day, fitting in the ſhade of 
his tent, protected by the ſpreading oaks of 
Mamre (long after, from him, famed with 


K * —— IR ED. 4, 
2 - 


polterity *), ſees three men at ſome diſtance ; WE 
travellers, as he probably deemed them, 1 
weary with toil, and faint with heat. Im Wk: 
= Will's 

"fl 


*. 4braham's oaks at Mamre were celebrated in the fourth ö 
century; as a fountain in Diarbeck is at this day; it reſembles a 4 
fiſh-pond: the fiſh in it are ſo tame, that they will follow any Why 
one for bread ; but none muſt touch them, becauſe they ſay they 615 | | 

[ 


are Abraham's fiſh. Univ. Travel. p. 825. 2 
mediately, 
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mediately, without a moment's heſitation, 


regardleſs of the refreſhment he himſelf en- 
Joyed in the ſhade, he haſtens to relieve the 
diſtreſs of ſtrangers, who needed the aid of 


his humanity : for the text tells us, that 


when he ſaw them, he ran to meet them from 
the tent-door, and bowed himſelf toward the 
ground, and ſaid, My lord, if now TI have 
found favour in thy fight, paſs not away, J 
7 thee, from thy ſervant : let a little water, 
I pray you, be fetched ; and waſh your feet, and 
reſt yourſelves under the tree. Here is an 
united decency, and ſincerity of On, 
ſufficient to ſhame all the forms of courts, ii 
their utmoſt refinement and elegance: 9 
delight he deſires to do his gueſts, he re- 
queſts of them; and with an earneſtneſs, that 
demonſtrates that he himſelf had yet more 
delight in doing it it. 


Non is he content with the wendy of ſuch 
OP pleaſures, as reſt, and ſhade, and wa- 


howſoever grateful. and refreſhing in 


4 faltry day, and in a ſcorching clime ; but 


ine a adds, in the fulneſs of his ho- 


ſpitable ſpirit, And I will fetch a morſel of 


bread; and comfort ye your hearts: after that 


you: ſhall paſs on; for therefore are ye come t0 
your ſervant. Nothing 1 is more remarkable, 
than the refinement of this addreſs: he di- 
miniſhes, as much as poſſible, the merit of 
every office he means to do them. If they 

are 
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are to be refreſhed with water, he calls it 4 
little water; and, if with food, he calls it ; 
morſel of bread: he ſays not one word of 
the belt of the entetainment he intended, 
to prevent the trouble of apologies from them, 
and the diſquiet which he imagined might 
ariſe to them, from the apprehenſion of all 
the trouble he was to take, upon their ac- 
count; but, at the ſame time (without 
waiting to be refuſed), he immediately haſtened 
into the tent to Sarah; and (however ſuch 
an office might be vexatious in the heat of 
the day) he inſtantly urges her, Make 
ready quickly three meaſures of fine meal; knead 
it, and make cakes upon the hearth *. This ſaid, 
he ran to the herd, and fetched a calf tender 
and good ; and gave it to a young man, and he 
haſted to dreſs it. And he took butter and milk, 
and the calf which he had dreſſed; and ſet it 
before them; and he flood by them under the 
tree, and they did eat, In this account, be- 
fides the character of Abraham's humanity, 
hoſpitality, and addreſs, is contained a fine 
picture of his temperance, and that rural ſim- 
plicity of food, in which he rejoiced. Here is 


* 


. 


* Busbequius tells us, in his Turkiſp embaſſy, p. 33, 34. that 
all the time they were in Bulgaria, they had little other bread 
than ſuch cakes. When the women (ſays he) perceive any 
gueſts coming, who are likely to pay for what they have, 
preſently they knead a little dough with water, without any 
leaven; and lay it upon tiles under the aſhes, and ſo bring it our 
ſuſticiently hot. 8 
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no variety, either of coſtly wines, or of 


coſtly meſſes; no expenſive luxury; no 


temptation to intemperance of any kind; tho. 


from the veneration he had for his gueſts, it 


ſeems highly probable, that he rather ex. 


ceeded, on this occaiion. His veneration for 


them ſtrongly appears in this ſingle circum- 
| Nance, that, while they eat, he ſtood by, 


to attend them. And here, by the way, 
we may obſerve the awful ſenſe Abraham 
had of the dignity of his gueſts; one of them 
eſpecially, whom, at his firſt ſalutation, he 
ſtyles his Lord. This patriarch, who was 


now a great prince, as princes were then in the 


world; and had, before this, vanquiſhed 
kings; yet, upon the firſt fight of theſe his 


gueſts, he bowed himſelf towards the ground 


to the moſt eminent amongſt them; and, 


while they ſat at meat, he thought it not 


below his dignity, to wait upon them. 


Tavus far, I think, his humility, and ho- 
ſpitality, and temperance, the ſweetneſs of his 


manners, and the refinement of his addreſs, 
abundantly ſhew themſelves, Nor do the 
other parts of his character ſhine out with leſs 
| luſtre, in the ſubſequent account of him; 


for, no ſooner did the Great Being, here ſpoken 
of, declare his reſolution of examining into 


the crying corruptions of Sodom and Go- 
morrah, but Abraham, concluding from the 
wickedneſs of the people, what they deſerved; 


and 
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and from the importance of the meſſengers, 
that they could be ſent on no common er- 
rand; yet, concluding, at the fame time, 
from the knowlege he had of Lot, and 
from the impulſe of his own virtue, which 
taught him to think the beſt of others, that 


there mult be ſome righteous men amongſt 


them; falls inſtantly into ſo anxious a ſoli— 
citude for the few good men he imagin d to 
be there, as urged him to a moſt earneſt in- 
terceſſion for their ſafety; and not only ſo, 
but for mercy to both the cities, for their 
ſakes. His interceſſion is inimitable! and 
no words, but his own, can ſhew-: it in half 
its beauty and excellence. 


AND Abraham drew near, and ſaid, Wilt 
thou alſo deſtroy the righteous with the wicked? 
Peradventure there be fifty righteous within 
the city: Wilt thou alſo deſtroy and not Hare 
the place for the fifty r ighteous that are there- 
in? That be far from thee to do after this 
manner! To flay the righteous with the 


wicked! and that the rightecus ſhould be as 
the wicked! that be far from thee ! Shall not 


the Fudge of all the earth do right ? 


W 1TH how noble a fortitude in defence of 
innocence, and how. right a ſenſe of the 
divine. juſtice and mercy, is this interceſſion 
urged! And yet, at the ſame time, with 
What humility! With what ſtrong impreſ- 
3 | ſions 
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ſions of the dignity of his Judge, and the 


infinite deference due to him! He knew 


that juſtice was a claim of right, which Gop 


allowed to all his creatures; and therefore 
he urged it, with all the fortitade and inge- 
nuity allo wable in a reaſonable creature, 


and a free agent; but, at the ſame time, he 
knew the ſuperiority of his Maker, and the 
ſubmiſlion due to him: and therefore he did 


it with all the diſtance and deference that 


became a dependent being; and we find, he 


was FOR accordingly; And the Lord 


Jaid, If I find in Sodom fifty righteons, 


within the city, then I will de all the Pct, 
for their ſakes. 


Tarn Abraham ( with the ſame fortitude, 


and force of reaſon, but with added beauty 


and humility of addreſs) anſwered and ſaid, 
Behold, now T have taken upon me to ſpeak 


unto the Lord, which am but duſt and aſhes: 
 peradventure there ſhall lack five of the fifty 


righteous, wilt thou deſtroy all the city for 
Jack of five? This plea alſo is admitted; And 
the Lord ſaid, If 1 find there forty-and-fre, 
011] not deferoy . 


By this time, Abraham had gained new 
courage, from the graciouſneſs with which 
his plea was accepted; and the vehemence 


of his zeal carries him one ſtep farther, with- 


out any apology: And he ſpake unto him 


yet 
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yet again; and ſaid, Peradventure there ſhall 
be forty found there. This alſo is admitted; 
And be jaid, Iwill not do it for forty's ſake, 


Th EN Abraham, again, moved by the 


workings of an upright ſpirit, and a com- 


paſſionate heart ; and yet, at the ſame time, 
under ſtrong diſtreſs, from an apprehenſion, 
that the ſpreading g guilt of Sodom had not left 


even that ſmall Hürm ber of rizhteous men 


within its walls; again urges his interceſſion, 
in ſuch emphatic expreſſions of humility 
and concern, as are not to be deſcribed: 


Ob / let not the Lord be angry, and Twill ſpeak: 


peradventure there ſhall thirty be found there. 


This alſo is graciouſly complied with; And 
the Lord ſaid, I will not do it, if I find 
thirty there, 


AGAIN, e Mill ſupported by the 
goodneſs of his cauſe, and the graciouſneſs 
of his Judge, and ill riling in his requeſt, 
| Behold, now I have taken upon me to ſpeak 
unto the Lord : peradventure there ſhall be 
twenty found there. And he ſaid, J will 
not deſtroy it, for twenty's ſake. And here 
the patriarch, dreading the danger of an un- 
becoming importunity, but more dreading 
to give up the cauſe of innocence, fums u 


all in the moſt becoming earneſtneis and hu- 
mility of one concluding requeſt : Ob ! let 


not the Lord be angry, and I will Nel yet but 
Vor. II. P this 
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this once: peradventure ten ſhall be found there 
And the Great Being, whom he petitioned, 
ſtill patient, and {till complying, ſtill anſwers, 
with infinite condeſcenſion, I vi not deltroy 
it for ten's ſake, 


Tart then the character of Abraham, as 
it is clearly collected from this ſhort account 
of his conduct, added to that of his piety, 
fortitude, and reſignation, in other inſtances; 
more particularly in relation to the command 
of ſacrifieing his fon; and I appeal to 
the beſt underſtandings, whether it is poſlible 
to conceive a more complete character among 
mankind ; inſomuch that we may apply to 
him, with more propriety, what Valerius 
Fe ſaith of Scipio, that he was the man 
whom Gop would have born, as one in whom 
conſummate virtue was effectually to exhibit 
itſelf to mankind * 


ANOTHER reaſon why it ſcemed good to 
infinite wiſdom to record this converſation 
with Abraham, was, to eſtabliſh, by fo fami- 
liar and beautiful a narration, the important 
doctrine of Gop's immediate inſpection into 
the affairs and concerns of mankind ; of his 
not contenting himſelt with governing the 
world by what men call his general providence, 
and the eſtabliſhed order of nature; but in- 


— 


Ut eſſet in quo ſe virtus per omnes numeros hominibu 
eſſicaciter ſe oſtenderet. 


terpoſing 
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\ ; n 
terpoſing in a moſt exact and particular manner, 
to puniſh iniquity, and to reſcue and reward 
righteouſneſs, over the face of the whole earth; 


at the ſame time, to let all ſucceeding gene- 


rations ſee Gop's gracious methods of mercy 
with mankind ; to teach them, in a moſt fa- 
miliar, delightful way, in a way at once ob- 
vious and agreeable to every capacity, that, 
when Gop viſits the earth in vengeance, he 
does not involve the innocent in the puniſh- 
ment of the guilty ; that ten righteous men 
are enough to fave a devoted city from de- 


ſtruction; nay, more, a devoted country; 


and that vengeance 1s ſuſpended even for 
the ſake of one : as appears from thoſe words 


of the angel to Lot ; Haſte thee, eſcape thither ; 


for I cannot do any thing, till thou be come thi- 
ther. Sodom could not be deſtroyed, till 
Lot was ſafe in another city: and that Lot 
was the only righteous man in that city, ſeems 
ſufficiently plain, from the words of that 
wicked people to him (ch. xix. v. 9.) ; And 


they ſaid, this one fellow came in to ſejourn, 


and he will needs be a judge, This one fellow; 


from hence it appears, that there was but 
this ene, who took upon him to controul 
them in their wickedneſs. And, beſides this, 
we find, in the preceding part of this chapter, 
that the people of Sodom were unanimous, in 
the horrid attempt they made upon the an- 
gels, at Let's houſe : the text ſays, Al the 
people, from every quarter, compaſſed the 

5 1 houſe, 
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212 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
houſe. Poſſibly, indeed, Lot's ſons-in-law, 
might not have been there, out of veneration 
to him ; but yet it appears, from the ſequel 
of the relation, that they had as little religion 
as the reſt; for, when Lot went to warn them 
of the ruin impending over that abandoned 
people, we find, that they no more believed 
one word of what he told them, than if they 
had been modern free-thinkers ; for the text 
ſays he ſeemed unto them as one that mocked ; 
and ſo they alſo were involved in the common 
ruin. This circumſtance, however, muſt make 
ſome diſtinction to their advantage for our 
unbelievers, inſtead of ſuſpecting, that he 
mocked, would have been ſure to mock him, 
at all adventures: and the more, perhaps, 
beoauſe it was impoſſible to prove him in the 
wrong; nay, tho' the ſerious attention of a 
few hours might prove him demonſtrably in 
the right; and tho' they could have no ſe- 
curity from being carried, by their contempt, 
quick to perdition, the next moment. 


Hao the ſame 9 which are here ſo 
delightfully conveyed into the mind of every 
reader, been only laid down in a dry diſſerta- 
tion, how few would either read or regard 
them ! How long would it be before men of 
the beſt capacities could perfect ly underſtand 
ſuch reaſonings! and how few among the 
common herd would ever be capable of com- 
Prehending them! or would ever ens to 

them, 
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them, if they were! whereas, being now 
conveyed in an hiſtorical relation, at once fo 
plain, and ſo delightful, fo fitted to engage 
and to fix the attention, every child is eager 
and able to underſtand them; and I am per- 
ſuaded, that ſcarce one child, who ever once 
heard or read this hiſtory, ever forgot it. 
And, by this means, the fear of Gop, his 
deteſtation of fin, and his mercy to righteouſ- 
neſs, are inſenſibly conveyed into the mind, 
and the nations of the earth are bleſſed in 


Abraham, 


Tux ſerious reader will reflect how obvi- 


ous it is, to infer, upon this occaſion, the great 


wiſdom of early inſtructing and enuring 
children to read the Scriptures ; eſpecially 
thoſe hiſtorical parts of them, which render 
the examples of piety and virtue ſo very 
amiable ; and the examples of vice and irre- 
ligion ſo deteſtable ; that, whilſt they are 
delighting their hearts with the moſt pleaſing, 
the moſt engaging hiſtories, that ever were 
penned, they are, at the ſame time, filling them, 
with the love of every virtue, and the ab- 
horrence of every vice; they are, at the ſame 
time, enlarging and ennobling their ſouls. 


 Anp here I cannot, without equal wonder 
and delight, reflect upon the infinite wiſdom 
of Gop, in the conduct of this one Revelation 
concerning Abraham. 


= TT VAIN 
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214 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


VAIN men are wondering at the familiarity 
of this dialogue with that patriarch, and ca- 
villing, that a neighbouring city could not 
be deſtroyed, without acquainting him with 
it; whereas, if they gave but common 
attention to all the circumſtances of adorable 
wiſdom, that ſhine out thro' this whole con- 
duct; and would allow themſelves to conſi- 


der the reaſon aſſigned by Gop himſelf for 


acquainting him with his purpoſe , and would 
reflect but one moment, how well his infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs are juſtified in the 


event; they could not but fall down into 


the loweſt confuſion for their own folly, 
and the deepeſt veneration of his adorable 
Providence! And the Lord ſaid, Shall I 
 bide from Abraham that thing which I de? 
ſceing that Abraham ſhall ſurely become a 

reat and mighty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth ſhall be Bleſſed in him: for I know 
him, that be will command his children, and 
his houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the 
way of the Lord, to ds juſtice and judgment, 


that the Lord may bring upon Abraham, that 


which he hath ſpoken of him ; i. e. that it may 
be verified which Gap declared of him, that 
in him all the nations of the earth ſhould be 
bleſſed. And then follows Gop's commu- 
nication of his purpoſe, and the converſation 
in relation to Sadam. 


HERE 
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HERE we may ſee, that one reaſon of 
Gop's imparting to Abraham his purpoſe in 
relation to Sodom was, becaufe he knew his 
piety would be propagated, thro' his chil- 
dren and ſervants, over the face of the 


earth; and, with it, would this hiſtory be 
| conveyed ; which, as I before obſerved to 
you, was ſo admirably fitted to impreſs the 


fear of Gop upon all that ſhould read or 
hear it; and that, not only in the caſieſt, 
but alſo in the moſt eftectual way imagina- 
ble! And as there is ſcarce one region under 


heaven, where this hiſtory has not already 
reached, tis evident, to a demonſtration, that 
the world hath, from that day to this, been 
bettered and benefited by Abraham; and 
doubtleſs will continue to be fo, as long as 
this hiſtory continues to be read: nay, I 


doubt not, will continue till this prophecy 


of him 1s fully completed! till 4% the nations 


of the earth are alto, in this inſtance, and by 
means of this very relation, bleſſed in him. 


Tux infidel reader, if any ſuch ſhould 
chance to vouchſafe this work a contemptu- 
ous peruſal, even for cavil or confutation, 
will, I hope, forgive me, if I admoniſh him 


in the words of the apoſtle, Acts xiii, 40, 41. 


Beware therefore, leſt that come upon you 
which ig ſpoken of in the prophets ; Behold, ye 
deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh : for T work 

| 4 Fen a work 
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216 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


a work in your days, a work which you ſhall 
in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto 
you, Our deſpiſers are yet more infatuated, 


than thoſe to whom St. Paul applies this 


prophetic denunciation; for theſe believe 
not, tho' they ſee this word, and work, daily 
and inconteſtably verified, before their cyes. 


ANorRER end, propoſed and attained by 


| Gop's antecedent communication of his de- 
ſign to deſtroy Sodom, to fo good, fo wile, 


and fo celebrated a man as Abraham, was, 
that the fact of Go D's immediate interpoſition, 
and dctermined deſtruction of thole cities, 


on account of their crying guilt, ſhould be 
ſupported. by the cleareſt, and the ampleſt 


atteſtation; ſhould come Arte and re- 
commended to all mankind, by the beſt 


known, the beſt eſteemed, the moſt authen- 


tic, and molt unexceptionable teſtimony the 
whole world could aftord. 


THE fame of Abraham, his great virtue 
and wiſdom, and peculiar Favour with Al- 
mighty Gop, were now throughly knownover 
all the ce celebrated and beſt inhabited 


regions of the earth *; and we may be 


ſure 


— 


It will not, perhaps, be amiſs briefly to collect the teſti- 
monies of heatben hiſtorians upon this point, vis. how. far 
Abraham us now known in the world; nay, more, how far 
he became a bleſſing to mankind, even in his life-time. 
Nicolaus Lamaſcenus (as he is quoted by Joſephus) fays, that 
Abraham was famous throughout the whole region of Dama/- 
cus, 
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ſure his great piety, the ſignal favour of 
Gop to him, his merits and abilities of 


- 6 


cus, where he dwelt; that, urged by a famine, and a deſire of 


converſing with the Egyptian prieſts, he departed thence into 
Egypt; where he ſoon became famous both for wiſdom and 
virtue: for whereas the Egyptians were divided into many 
religious ſes, each applauding his own, and decrying every 
other; Abraham convinced each of them apart of the folly 
of their opinions, and taught them arithmetic and aſtrology, 
Euſebius alſo ( Evans. Prep. l. ix. c. 17.) quotes Alexander 
Palyhi/lor, who quotes Eupolemus verbatim, to this purpoſe; 
That Abraham was born at Ourie, a city of Babylon; that he 
excelled in wiſdom and aſtrology, and was in eminent favour 
with G o Þ for his piety : that he came into Phenicia by divine 
command, where he taught aſtronomy, and was in high favour 
with the king of the country. Then adds, that the Phe- 
zicians were invaded by the king of Armenia, and Abra- 
ham's nephew carried away captive ; and that Abraham re- 
deemed him by arming his ſervants, and conquering the con- 
queror : that he received gifts from Melehiſedec, the prieſt 
of Gop: after this, was forced into Egyyt by a famine 


(with the ſtory of his wife at large); where he taught them 


aſtrology, Wc. 


Artapanus alſo, quoted by Euſebius ibid. c. 18.) from Poly- 


 hiflor, mentions his going firſt into Phoynicia, his teaching them 
altrology, and going thence into EH. 

Mels alſo is quoted by Polyhiſtor, as witneſſing the fame of 
Abraham's great wiſdom, &c. But what proves Abraham's 
fame, as the author of true religion, to have been throughly 
eſtabliſhed, and in the higheſt eſteem, all over the eaſt, is Zoro- 
aſires's undertaking, more than 50 years before the coming 
of Chriſt, to reſtore, and to eſtabliſh, the religion of 1braham 
all over Media, Per/ia, Parthia, Bactria, &c. as Mavomet did 
about 600 years after Chriſt, in Arabia. Every one knows, that 
the veneration in which Mahomet found this patriarch's name, 
was the main foundation upon which he built his hopes of 
ſucceeding with the Arabians : and the nature cf the thing 
(added to the teſtimonies of antiquity upon this head) ſpeaks 
the reaſons of Zoroaſtres's conduct to have been the ſame. 
From whence it appears, that Abraham hath, from the carlieſt 
ages, been in the higheſt veneration all over the eaſt, as he un- 

queſtionably is at this day. 
| every 
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218 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


every kind, were not leſs known than ho- 
noured in his own family, His whole 
houſhold were witneſſes of his having enter- 
tained three extraordinary perſons on the 
very day before this deſtruction, with an 
humble and a ſubmiſſive obſervance and 
attendance, which could be due from Abra- 


ham to no earthly being (and one of theſe. 


with a very diſtinguiſhed deference )' 
And probably ſo great a prince as Abraham 
did not wait upon theſe glorious gueſts 
alone : and therefore it 1s reaſonable to be- 
lieve, that ſome of his houſhold might be 
preſent, and witneſſes to the promiſe made 


to him of a ſon by Sarah; a woman, barren 


from the beginning, and now ſuperannuate | 
at once out of the courſe, and above the 
power, of nature! And probably the impreſ- 
lions of veneration, which theſe glorious gueſts 
made upon Abraham, were not leſs forcible 
upon his family! It was very natural to ap- 
prehend, that the coming of ſuch very extra- 


ordinary perſons muſt be for ſome very extra- 
ordinary purpoſe. 


Rei circumſtance of this affair natu- 


rally tended to excite their attention to a 


more ſtrict obſervance and inquiry after all 


that paſſed on that great occaſion : and if 
the natural conſequence of that attention and 


obſervance was an antecedent notice of 
Gop's deſign to deſtoy thoſe great guilty 


cities; 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 219 


cities ; fuch a knowlege muſt certainly be 
of vaſt conſequence, to eſtabliſh in their 
hearts a right and a ſtrong ſenſe of Gop's 
inſpecting the affairs of mankind, and inter- 
poling to reward and puniſh, as alſo to per- 
etuate the memory of that interpoſition to 
all poſterity ; whereas, otherwiſe, this great 
event might, in time, be aſcribed to mere 
natural cauſes: and, for any thing that 
appears to the contrary, the converſation in 
relation to Sodom might have paſſed in the tent, 
as well as that which related to Sarah. 


BU r though it had not, and though none 


of Abraham's houſhold ſhould be ſuppoſed to 


have attended their maſter, when he con- 


ducted his great gueſts towards Sodom, yet 


nothing was more natural, than an impa- 
tient curioſity in Sarah, and his whole houſe, 
to learn their buſineſs thither : and as no- 


thing could be more natural to true piety, 
than a willing, nay, an eager gratification 
| of that curioſity, there is no doubt but that 
| Abraham readily embraced this occaſion (the 
nobleſt that ever offered from the foundation 
of the world!), to inform them in the ways 
of Gop's juſtice and judgments ! and to pre- 
pare them to ſce the ſudden, and the dread- 
ful deſtruction of thoſe devoted cities for 


their enormous guilt | by that means, to 


ſtamp the fear of GOD deep upon their hearts. 
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220 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Here then are, in effect, many hundreds of 
witneſſes of this purpoſe of Providence, be- 
fore the execution of it : which, with all 
the circumſtances of the event, muſt atteſt 


the immediate interpoſition of Almighty GOD 
in the government of the world; and con- 
with irreſiſtible evidence, over the 


vey it, 
face of the whole earth. 


ANoTHER end of infinite wiſdom in 
recording this hiſtory of Abraham, and the 
deſtruction of Sodom, was, to give us a true 
idea of that guilt, which drew down the 
divine vengeance upon this devoted people ; 
and to convey this knowlege to us, in a 
way worthy of infinite wiſdom and good- 


"neſs! 


HRE was an habit of guilt, the moſt mon- 


ſtrous and unnatural that can be imagined ! a 


crime not to be named among men | and 
much leſs to be explained or deſcribed ! 
And yet there was a neceſſity, that it ſhould 
be known, that it ſhould be ſeen in all its 
aggravation, in all its horror, in order 
to vindicate the juſtice of Gop, in ſo dreadful 
a chaſtiſement of it! and that this chaſtiſe- 


ment ſhould be a terror to all ſucceeding gene- 


rations ; to guard them againſt a fin fo ſhame- 


ful, and 0 deteſtable. 


Now 


— REI Pye: 
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Now all this is clearly and completely 


effected, in the fimplicity of a plain natural 


account of Gop's ſending two angels, to 
execute the purpoſes of his juſtice upon that 
abandoned people ; and the violence that 
abandoned people unanimouſly agreed to 
offer to thoſe bleſſed beings in human form. 
The text ſays, The men of Sodom com- 
paſſed the houſe round, both old and young, all 
the people from every quarter. Now this 
combination, in fo deteſtable a purpoſe, 
ſhews them all depraved, beyond imagina- 
tion, 


WHEN the youth of any place have loſt 
all reverence of the aged, and fear not to 
expoſe their guilt to their eyes, from whom, 
of all others, they ſhould hide it; it is a 


ſure ſign, that corruption has made great pro- 


greſs among them: that people are haſten- 
ing to deſtruction. But when the aged have 
loſt all reverence for themſelves! when (as 


the prophet 1/azah expreſſes it) they declare 


their guilt like Sodom, they hide it not , 


when they fear not to publiſh their ſhame to 
their ſons; then is guilt in its laſt gradation ! 


that people is utterly abandoned! that people 


is ripe for perdition (Can the inhabitants of 
Great Britain read this reflection, without 
trembling for themſelves, and for their chil- 
dren?) ! And that this was the nog #4 
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222 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
that devoted city, when Gop deſtroyed it, 
is ſufficiently clear from Moſes's account of 


that deſtruction; in which every common 
eye fees the heinouſneſs of the guilt, and 


the juſtice of the puniſhment, without the 


leaſt offenſive mention of the crime that 
deſerved it. The guilt is expoſed in all 
its horror, and the reader is eager for divine 
Vengeance upon it; and yet the pureſt car 


is not offended with any one word in the 


whole relation, : 


80 has infinite wiſdom conducted it; 
and ſo evident is it, that this alſo comet] 
from the Lord of boſts, which 1s wonderful in 
counſel, If this be not the dictate of divine 


wiſdom, what is! Equal it, if ye can, ye 


proud preferrers of profane hiſtory, and 


boaſters of abilities merely human. If My/es 


was uninſpired, why 1s he ſuperior to all the 


glories of Greece and Italy? And if he is fu- 
derior, why is he yet reviled? Why is he 
not preferred? And why is not that ſuperio- 
rity traced =p to its true ſource, the Fountain 


of wiſdom ? 


AND here I cannot but obſer ve, upon the 


wide difference, in point of true virtue, be- 
tween that religion which guides you to 
ſalvation, and that infidelity which would 


ſeduce you to deſtruction ; that where-ever 
the influence of true religion reaches, there 
| I virtue 
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virtue lives and proſpers: That where- 
ever infidelity prevails, all kinds of immo- 
rality attend it, and this deteſted practice 
among the reſt, too notorious in this infidel 
age! That whilſt the preachers of the word 
of Gop are ſhewing you the horror of the 
vice before us, and the dreadful vengeance 
due to it, the patrons of irreligion are, 
as far as they can, acquitting it of moral 
turpitude * or publiſhing panegyrics in 
its praiſe ; and, to the utmoſt of their power, 
_ propagating them to poſterity +. O Lord, 
righteous and juſt, how long {hall this people 
provoke thee ? Lord, how long wilt thou look 
on ? How long ſhall the ungodly triumph? How 
long ſhall the wicked doers fpeak jo diſdain- 
fully, and make ſuch proud boaſting ? They 
ſmite down thy people, O Lord, and trouble 
thine heritage; and yet they ſay, The Lord 
ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the God acob 
regard. Tate heed, ye unwiſe among the people! 
O ye fools, when vill ye undo; i,? He that 
planted theear, ſhall he not hear? He that made 
the eye, ſhall he not ſee ? He that teacheth man 
knowlege, ſhall he not puniſh ? 


* Sce the author of the rights, &c. p. 264. who aſſigns that 
as the only reaſon of the moral turpitude of that action, which 
ſome men may imagine very well conſiſtent with it, v/z. the 
preſervation of the human ſpecies ; tho' ſome countries have 
been well-nigh unpeopled by it (ſee Mandelſo's account of Pegu, 
p. 97. of his travels). 


+ Bayle's dict. vol. 3. under the word Fayer, note E. 
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ANp thus having ſhewn you, how 
throughly the wiſdom of God is juſtified, in 
revealing his will, in relation to Sedom and 
Gomorrah, to his ſervant Abraham, and re- 


cording this whole hiſtory, of the deſtruction 
of that accurſed people and place, to ſuc- 


ceeding ages; and what gracious and great 
ends are anſwered, by conveying it down 


from generation to generation ; 


I 580 ULD now proceed to inquire, accord- 
ing to the method laid down, what evidence 
there is from oth-r hiſtorians, that theſe cities 
were deſtroyed in the manner here related b 


Moſes. But as this is a point as well atteſted, 
as the nature of the thing will allow, and by 
writers of all denominations, and of undoubted 
credit, and ſome of them not only ſtrangers, 


_ enemies, to the Revelation eſtabliſhed by 
; I ſhall not take up the reader's time in 
ice many teitimonies upon this point 
at large : and therefore hope he will be 
content with the few FOO Wing extracts. 


505 as there are no very antient hiſtories 
of the early ages of the world extant, beſides 


that of Moſes, we can reaſonably expect no 


account of this matter, except from ſuch of 
the Greek and Latin hiſtorians, whoſe ſub- 


| jects led them to treat 5 this country. 


Diopokrus 


_ 
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DioporRuUs S1cuLvUs, who flouriſhed 
about the time of Julius Ce/ar, deſcribes the 
lake Aſphaltites (which now fills that ſpace 


where theſe cities ſtood) at large (JI. xix. p. 


734. edit. Hanov.); and tells us, that the ad- 
jacent region was then on fire, and ſent out 
a grievous ſmell; which he aſſigns as the 
cauſe of the ſickly and ſhort lives of the 


neighbouring inhabitants. 


STRABO, who flouriſhed ſoon after, men- 
tions the ſea of Sodom by the name of the 
Lacus Serbonts (l. xv1.) ; ſpeaks of it as on fire 
in his time; and adds, that the broken and 
burnt rocks, ruins of buildings *, and cine- 


ritious earth ſeen all about it, &c. — gives 


credit to the teſtimony of the people of the 
country, who ſay that thirteen cities (of 
which Sodom was chief), which antiently ſtood 


here, were deſtroyed by earthquakes, fire, 
Sc. ſome intirely ſwallowed up, and others 


deſerted by ſuch as could fly from them. 


Tacitus, in the fifth book of his 
hiſtory, deſcribes the lake nearly in the 
ſame manner with the writers before- men- 


| tioned; and then adds, that near it are thoſe 


fields, now barren, reported to have been 
mn formerly 


6 


—_— 


Mr. Mamnndrel tells us, in his journey from Aleppo to Feru- 
ſalem (p. 85.), that it was confidently affirmed to him by the 
father guardian, and procurator of Jeru'alem, both men in 

You, II. * 5 years, 
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226 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
formerly fruitful, and inhabited by great 
cities, which were deſtroyed by thunder; 
and that the traces of the fire were ſtill viſi- 
ble in the burnt carth. 


As it is needleſs to ſearch for other teſti. 
monies on this head, I ſhall only add, that 
this fire laſted till after the age of the 
apoſtles; and was burning in Philo Judæus's 
time: which clearly explains a paſlage in the 
epiſtle of St. Jude, where he ſays of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, that they are jet forth as an 
example, ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, 
Now a fire which was actually burning when 
| he wrote, and had continued to burn for 
more than 2000 years together, ſufficiently 
juſtifies the apoſtle in calling it eternal; or, 
as the word may otherwiſe be rendered, en- 
during from generation to generation. 


Mx next obſervation is this: That the pillar 
of ſalt into which Lot's wife was turned, 
ſubſiſted in the time of that author who 
wrote the Viſdom of Solomon, as we may read 


* D — 


— * 


years, and ſeemingly not deſtitute either of ſenſe or probity, 
that they, with ſeveral others, had once actually ſeen one of 
thoſe ruins, the waters being then very ſhallow: and if it 
be true, as Tacitus and Juſtin affirm, that this lake is never 
ruffled with wind (which, I preſume, may be, in ſome meaſure, 
owing to the weight of its water, as well as the bitumen), the 
Aſphaltus, with which it abounds, will ſufficiently account for 
the duration of theſe ruins, 


In 
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in the xth chapter of that book, at the 7th 
verſe; and that To/ephus (who himſelf faw 


it), and later writers, atteſt the ſame thing of 


their times *, 


JAM ſenſible, that this is a point, upon 
which learned men are much divided: 


but thus much, I think, is highly credible, 


| upon the whole, that Moſess account of 


this matter 1s true (not figuratively, as ſome 


underſtand* it, but) according to the very 


letter of the text; that Lo7's wife became a 
real ftatue, and that this ſtatue laſted many 
ages; laſted, at leaſt, till a new Revelation 


from heaven, the revelation of TFe/us Chrift, 


made this monument leſs neceſſary. And, 
as to the difficulty of ſalt's continuing undiſ- 


* 


BN. Benjamin the Few, who lived in the 12th century, ſpeaks 


of it in his Tinerary, p. 77. with as much negligence and un- 


concern, as if it were a point past all doubt: but adds a 


circumſtance, which, I believe, will hurt his credit with every 


candid reader: I. is diminiſbed (ſays he) oy the licking of cattle; 


but increaſes again to its old dimenſions (An idle ſtory which 


he took upon truſt from the dreams of ſome rabbins ). And a cir- 


cumſtance yet more incredible than this was reported of it in 


Tertullian's time; wis. that it did muliebria pati: but yet I 


muſt beg leave to ſay, that ſuch monſtrous reports concerning 


it are not perhaps very ill proofs of its exiſtence at that time. 


That it exiſts not now, I am inclined to believe, inaſmuch as 


Brochard and Radxiwilius are ſaid to have inquired after it to ngo 
purpoſe ; and yet, I own, I cannot but wiſh, that Mr. Maundrel's 


curioſity had carried him to examine with his wonted exactneſs 


what his guides told him, that ſome remains of that monu- 


ment were {till extant. 


. ſolved 
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ſolved in the open air fo long, it is well 
known to naturaliſts, that rocks of ſalt are 


as laſting as any other rocks, nay, more ſo; 
and that houſes are built of them. 


Now there is reaſon to believe, from the 
xxixth chapter of Deuteronomy, at the 23d verſe, 
that much ſalt, as well as ſulphur, fell down 
from heaven upon this devoted region, when 
Sodom and Gomorrah were deſtroyed : nor 
perhaps is the great faltneſs of the ſea of 
Sodom, beyond that of any other ſea in the 
known world, without the leaſt change from 


the perpetual influx of freſh water (of water 


remarkably ſweet, as Diodorus Siculus ob- 
ſerves) into it, an ill preſumptive proof of 
this: at leaſt, it muſt be allowed a circum- 
ſtance of weight, to corroborate any other 
evidence upon this head. And as thunder 
ſtiffens all animals it ſtrikes, in one inſtant, 
and leaves them dead in the ſame poſture, in 
which it found them alive; there is no ſort 


of difficulty in corceiving, how this unhappy 


woman's body, being prepared by heat, and 
penetrated and incruſted with ſalt, might 
long ſubſiſt as a ſtatue of ſalt, in the very 
poſture in which this judgment from heaven 
found her. Nor are we without examples 
of ſach changes in other writers and hiſto- 
rians, of undoubted credit. 


4 SHALL mention but one: Aventints, 


an hiſtorian of great ability and integrity, in 
| the 


hiſtory, 
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the ſeventh book of his Boian annals (edit. 
Conrad, an eminent phyſician and matherna- 


tician, who was himſelf, with the chancellor 
of Auſtria, an eye-witneſs of the event, that, 


at the time of a great earthquake, which 


happened 4. D. 1345, fifty cow-keepers 


and their cattle were turned into ſtatues of 


ſalt, in a village of Bavaria. 


GIVE me leave to add, that this change of 
Lot's wife was not occaſioned barely by her 


looking back, but by her loitering unſeaſon- 
ably behind her husband; for it is clear 
enough from the xixth chapter of Geneſis, at 
the 22d verſe, that this vengeance from hea- 
ven did not begin till Lot was ſafe in Zoar : 
conſequently his wife could not have been 
affected by it, had ſhe not both looked back, 
and ſtayed unſeaſonably in the plain, con- 
trary to the expreſs command given by the 
angel; as you may read in the 17th verſe of 
that chapter, 


AND as this unſeaſonable delay of Lot's 
wife was, without queſtion, occaſioned by 
her ſolicitude for her children which ſhe left 
behind her; the ſtory of Niobe weeping for 
her children, and being ſtiffened into ſtone 
with grief, is doubtleſs founded upon this 


Q 3 5 PosSSIBLY, 


Baſil. p. 633.), tells us, from the credit of 
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230 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
 Poss1BLY, too, the fable of Orphens's being 


permitted to redeem his wife from hell, and 


loſing her afterwards, by looking unſeaſona- 
bly back, contrary to the expreſs command 
given him, and then, thro' grief, deſerting 
the ſociety of mankind, and dwelling in de. 
farts, might be derived from fome obſcure 
tradition of this hiſtory. Sodom was now the 
livelieſt emblem of hell that can be imagined: 
it was granted to Lot, by a peculiar privilege, 
to deliver his wife thence : he was expreſly 


commanded (Gen. xix. 17.), £90k not behind 


thee: his wife was loſt; after which he 


quits the city, and dwells in a cave on the 


mountains. Here are all the main circum- 


ſtances of the fable; and the poets had no- 
thing to do, but to vary and embelliſh as 


they liked beſt, 


AND as the main circumſtances of this hi- 
ſtory are to be found in the fables of the Greek 
poets, the moral of it is to be met with in their 


| beſt proſe- writer. When Go p (ſays Plato 


js about to bring calamity upon a city, he 


e takes the good men out of that city: "Oray 
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Bur, however that may be deemed of, 


there are very clear and ſtrong traces of the 


_ deſtruction of Sodom, in the fable of Baucis 


and Philemon, 
JurirER 
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Ju Ir ER and Mercury deſcend to the earth 


in human ſhape: they are excluded from a 


thouſand unhoſpitable houſes ; and one only 
admits, and entertains them, with an uncom, 


mon ſpirit of hoſpitality; refreſhing them 


after their fatigue, with a warm bath; and 
feaſting them with all the variety of food, 
fruits, and liquors, their poverty could af- 
ford. After which the gods reveal them- 
ſelves; declare that the impious neighbour- 
hood is to be chaſtiſed, and they only ex- 
empted ; commanding them, at the ſame 
time, to go up with them into the mountains. 


They did ſo; and as they came near the 
ſummit, look'd back, and ſaw the whole 


country, except their own houſe, drowned 


in a lake. Is not this, in ſubltance, the hi- 


ſtory of Sodom? 


Two angels come to Sodom in human 
ſhape: Lot accoſts, and invites them to his 
houſe, in the moſt kind and courteous man- 
ner; begs them to turn in, to ſtay all night, 
and to waſh their feet; and when, with much 
intreaty, he had prevailed upon them to do 


ſo, the text tells us in one word (what Ovid 


deſcribes at large, with a poetic luxuriance). 
that he made them a feaſt (How inhoſpitable 


his neighbours were, 1s ſufficiently ſeen in 
their vile attempt upon theſe ſtrangers). The 
next morning, theſe angels reveal their pur- 


. _ pole 
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232 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
poſe of deſtroying this abandoned race; con- 
duct Lot, and his family, out of the city; 
and command them to fly to the mountains, 
They did ſo; and the whole region, they 
eſcaped from, was drowned in a lake. 


So well hath infinite wiſdom provided, 
that the facred truths of divine Revelation 
{hall not only be ſupported by the atteſtation 
of enemies; 5 likewiſe preſerved even in 
the vanity and extravagance of fables. 
Even they, O LorD, eu the glory of thy 
kingdom, and talk of thy power; that thy 
power, thy glory, and the mightineſs of thy 
Kingdom, might be known unto men, 
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Diss ERTATION VII. 


Of the Command given to Abraham, 70 
ſacrifice his Hon. 


Is command is thus introduced 
: in Gen. XXll. 1. And it came to 


= paſs, after theſe things, that God 


did tempt Abraham: and ſaid unto | 

him, Abraham. And he /aid, Be- : 

hold, here J am. | 

2. And he ſaid, Take now thy ſon, thine | 

only ſon, Iſaac, whom thou loveſt; and get thee 1 
unto the land of Moriah ; and offer him there 1 
for a burnt-offering, upon one of the mountains - | | 
which I will tell thee of. 35 | 
| W1 
By the introductory words, after theſe 41 
things, the Jeus underſtand, after all the | : | 
_ precedent temptations, with which it pleaſed 1 
 Gop to try the faith of Abraham; counting 1 
up nine trials antecedent to this: but, I 15 
> think, |; 
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234 REVELATION Examined, &c. 

think, we are well warranted to underſtand 
theſe words more at large; to ſignify, that 
this command was ſubſequent to the ſeveral 
other intercourſes of the Divine Being with 


Abraham, to the ſeveral deliverances wrought 
for him, the promiſes made to him, and 


bleſſings beſtowed ; fubſequent to the in- 


ſtitution of circumciſion, and the folemn 


covenant ratified by it; ſubſequent to the 
expulſion of J/hmael, forced upon him in 


the height of paternal fondneſs; and when 


he had now no ſtay of hope, or conſo- 


lation of age, but T/aac; and even ſub- 
ſequent to the repeated promiſes he had, 


from Gov himſelf, of being bleſſed, inlarged, 
and multiplied in this very ſon: after all 


this, to be commanded to deſtroy him, and 


deſtroy him with his own hands, was ſurely 
the ſevereſt trial to which human nature 


could be expoſes. 


As faith is the great Chriſtian duty, upon 
which all others are built, and is at the ſame 
time the foundation of all religion (for be 


that cometh to God, muſt believe that be 1s, and 
that be is a rewarder of them that diligently 


Seek bim); ; it is no wonder if we find this great 
governing principle of religion reviled and 


ridiculed above all others, by the infidel 


world: and, as Abraham is, in the Scrip- 
tures, ſtyled the father of the faithful, and is 
indeed the great pattern of firm truſt and con- 

tidence 
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fidence in the promiſes of Gon, however im- 


probable, or apparently impoſſible, to be ful- 
filled; and, at the ſame time, the great 


example of ready obedience to the commands 
of Gop, how ſtrange and unaccountable ſo- 
ever to human wiſdom; it is no wonder 

find his character alſo treated, upon 
of occaſions, with all imaginable obloquy, 
by thoſe, Who make their own unguided 
reaſon, the ſole rule of their duty; and their 
own miſguided inſolence, the meaſure of 
that ſubmiſſion due to Go p, from his crea- 


tures: and, as Gob's command of offering 


up Jſaac is the moſt extraordinary inſtance 


of duty, that ever was exacted; and Abraham's 


immediate compliance, the moſt extraor- 
dinary inſtance of obedience, that ever was 
paid; it is no wonder, if both theſe are, 
in a fingular manner, the conſtant objects 
of infidel contempt and calumny. 


Bur, at the fame time, to ſatisfy all good 
Chriſtians, and candid inquirers, that there is 
no other foundation for all this outcry of un- 
| believers, than what is laid in the depths of 
their own conceit and corruption; I ſhall, 
with God's aſſiſtance, ſhew, in the following 
differtations, Te 

1. Thar this command of ſacrificing Iſaac, 
as it is laid down in the Scripture, is no way 

incon- 
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inconſiſtent with the juſtice or the goodneſs 


of Goo. * 


2. THAT Abraham's obedience was ſuch, 
as became a wiſe and a good man to yield 


to the commands of his MAKER. And, 


3. Thar all the objections, raiſed againſt 


both, are the effects of groſs ignorance, and 


narrow thinking. 


IN the firſt place, then, If this command 


were directly deſigned for the deſtruction of 
Jaac, there were demonſtrably no kind of 


injuſtice, either in the injunction or execu- 
tion of it, ſince Gop, the author and giver of 


life, can, without the leaſt pretence of in- 
juſtice, take it away, when, and in what 


manner, he pleaſes. Did Abraham receive 


the powers of his body and mind, upon the 


terms of diſobedience to his MA K E R in the uſe 


of them, whenever obedience was offenſive or 
diſagreeable to him? Or, did Gop confer life 


upon 1/aac, upon the terms of taking it away 
only in one certain manner? Or, did he give 


it, as all others, under the ordinary reſerve - 


of his own indiſputable and indiſpenſable right 
of reſumption, in any manner he thought fit? 
And, if he did, how was it either J1/aac's, or 
his father's concern, by what hands the loan 
was taken back? There is then evidently no 
colour of injuſtice in the caſe, even on ſuppo- 

| ſition, 


/ 
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ſition, that the command were really deſigned for A 
the ſon's execution by the hands of his father, wn 


AN p yet a late celebrated writer hath the 
aſſurance to pronounce calmly and perem- 69 
torily, that, zf Abraham had obeyed, the action Wo 
had been abominable in the eyes of Gon and man. 
Now, if this poſition be true, it mult be [|] 
ſo, becauſe no caſe can be conceived, in 14 
which G op could exact obedience to ſuch a 
command, conſiſtently with infinite wiſdom, 
juſtice, and goodneſs ; and I muſt own, that 
if I could not conceive ſuch a caſe, yet I 
ſhould not take upon me to pronounce my 
conceptions adequate meaſures of the attri- $8 
butes of Gop. But, when I can conceive 1 
a thouſand caſes, wherein this may be 4 
done, conſiſtently with every perfection of 
the Divine Nature; nay, in direct conſequence 
of them all; as in puniſhment of concealed 
guilt, or prevention of foreleen evil, in a 
thouſand inſtances ; I muſt own, I could not 
but conſider myſelf as the moſt arrogant, the 1 
moſt preſumptuous, the moſt blaſphemous 101 
of all wretched mortals, ſhould I once dare to | 
deem that action abominable, ſuppoling that \ 
Gop once commanded it; not becauſe a com- 1 64 
mand, as ſuch, alters the nature of actions, but | 
becauſe a divine command neceſſarily implies 
wiſdom, and juſtice, and goodneſs, tho' the 4 
reaſon of that command ſhould not appear to 2 
ſuch a wretched, ſhort- ſighted, limited reptile, Li} 
-as lam. Dors 1 
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233 REVELATION Evamined, &c. 


Doxs not reaſon antecedently demonſtrate, 
that GoD cannot be unjuſt or unmerciful ? And 
yet does not experience ſhew us, that he daily 
takes away the lives of innocent creatures? 
And does he not do this, from the very motive 
of mercy, in a thouſand inſtances ? Is it not 


in prevention of guilt and miſery, that e 


righteous are taken away from the evil to come? 


THERE is indeed ſomething ſhocking, at 
firſt fight, in the idea of a parent's taking 
away the life of an innocent child ; but 
then the expreſs command of Gop intirely 


alters the caſe. The reaſon, why ſuch 
an action is ſhocking, is, becauſe it carries 


with it the idea of injury, and grievous cruelty; 


and nothing is more abhorrent from na- 


ture, than the cruelty of parents to their off- 
ſpring; as being contrary to that ſtrong inſtinct, 
which makes the happineſs and well-being 


of their children, their neareſt and tendereſt 
concern: but where the action is once com- 


manded by Gop, all theſe reaſons ceaſe. 


A coop man is antecedently ſatisfied, 
that Gop can command nothing, but for wiſe 
and good reaſons ; and that all his deter- 
minations muſt be for the beſt; and conſe- 


quently, that it muſt be his ſon's intereſt 


and advantage, to be diſpoſed of as he 


directs; and that, in truth, the cruelty 


1 Vould 
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would be, not to diſpoſe of him in that man- 
ner; becauſe that were, as far as in him lay, 
to with-hold him from that condition, which 


infinite wiſdom and goodneſs had appointed 


for him; 1. e. to rob him of his beſt ſtate. 
| Abraham therefore, being a wile and a good 
man, could not but know this ; and there- 
fore, as ſoon as GOD commanded, he rea- 


dily obeyed ; not only from a ſenſe of 
the duty he owed his MAKER, but likewiſe 


from a full conviction, that his diſobedience 
would be injurious to his ſon ; would, in 
truth, be the greateſt cruelty he could do 
him. This is demonſtrably the true ſtate 
of the caſe, even on ſuppoſition, that Go p's 


command were abſolute, and Abraham, and 


his ſon, perfectly innocent; 1. e. on ſuppoſi- 
tion that they both were, what no mere 
mortal men ever yet were, or will be. And 
if, on the other hand, we ſuppoſe them cri- 
minals, who will pretend to tell us, why 
Go might not ordain ſuch an execution, for 
their mutual puniſhment ? Are there not 
numberleſs inſtances of men, un-noticed for 


eminent iniquity, reduced, by the divine 


juſtice, to the neceſſity of deſtroying their 
own children “ in calamitous circumſtances of 
various kinds? And will any man of com- 


8 — 


— 


* In the kingdom of Patana in India the criminal's neareſt 
relation, tho' father or ſon, is obliged to be his executioner. 
Mandeſſo's travels, p. 107. 
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240 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


mon ſenſe ſay, that ſuch vifitations are in- 


conſiſtent with infinite goodneſs ? Is not ter- 
ror one of the nobleſt inſtruments of mercy ? 
To keep the world happy, by keeping them 
virtuous ? And to keep them virtuous, by 
keeping them in awe? And how are beings 
of a mixed nature, under the divided in- 


fluence of paſſion and reaſon, more effectu- 


ally awed, than by the exemplary puniſh- 
ment of offences? And tho' that puniſhment 
ſhould apparently exceed the guilt it cha- 


ſtiſed, in any particular inſtance, is it ours 


to pronounce upon appearances ? Are we 
adequate judges in cafes of this kind? Is 
it ours to ſearch the ſecrets of the heart? 
To determine demerit, and to proportion 


puniſhment ? And, if it be not, what means 


this wild unruly infolence, of diſclaiming 


and reviling every part of divine Revelation, 


which does not immediately fall in with 


every little narrow conceited conception, that 


comes into our heads! 5 


Furrer Moſes had repreſented Abra- 


ham, and his ſon, in appearance innocent, 


and yet both reduced to this fad neceſlity ; 
the one of inflicting, and the other of 
ſuffering, a calamitous death by the hand of 


his parent; what would right reaſon infer 


from- ſuch an example ? What indeed, but 
one, or other, of theſe concluſions ? Firſt, 


That, if they were really innocent, Gop in- 
flicted 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 241 
flicted this evil on them in prevention of a 
greater (and we know, that in this caſe the 


leſſer evil has the ratio of good), or for ſome 
great and good purpoſe ahove our com- 


prehenſion: but whatever the reaſons of 
this conduct might be, that Gop wouid 


infallibly reward this extraordinary inſtance 
of duty and obedience, in ſome extraordinary 
manner, agreeable to his own infinite wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs! Or, 2dly, that, notwith- 
ſtanding their apparent innocence, they might, 
in truth, be criminals; for that Gop ſeeth 
not as man ſeeth: that as the wildom of 


men is fooliſhneſs with God, fo is their ors 


fight, blindneſs: and that ſecret things 
belong only to God : that this was an ex- 
ample of humiliation, to fink the merit of 
ſeeming righteouſneſs, and to reſtrain the 
raſhneſs of 1 and pronouncing upon 
appearances! And what could ſuch an ex- 
ample miſlead, but conceit and arrogance ? 


What could it miſlead, even in that ob- 
ſcurity, but that very vanity, which it can 


now neither conduct, nor. inform, with all 
that evidence and light of witdom, that ſur-— 
rounds it? ſince nothing can be clearer 
from the Scriptures, than that this is an ex- 
ample, not of the puniſhment of guilt, but 
of the tlial and triumph of duty; for Meſes 


tells us expreſly, on this occaſion, that God 


tempted Abraham. It is true, the expreſſion 


of tempting is ſometimes en in the ſenſe 
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242 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


of ſeducing to fin; but in this ſenſe we are 


aſſured, that as God cannot be tempted with 


evil, neither tempteth he any man; by tempt- 


ing then, in this place, is plainly meant, the 


putting of his duty to the trial; and ſo the 
Arabic verſion renders it, he proved him, 
he ſearched him out : the original word is 
indifferent to either ſenſe *: and that it 


muſt be underſtood here in the latter ſenſe, 


is evident, not only from the nature of Gop, 


but al ſo from Gop's own words in Cen. xX11. 12. 


For now 1 know, that thou feareſt God, ſeeing 
thou haſt not with-held thy ſon, thine only ſon, 


from me. Now I know, ſays Gop; or ra- 
ther, as it is in the original, New I have 
known: not that Gop did not know this as 


fully before, but that he now knew it by 
experience; he had now proved it; he had 
now brought his obedience to the teſt ; 


that Abraham had now given ſuch evidence 
of ſubmiſſion and reſignation to the divine 


will, as mutt put his piety out of all doubt, 
and that the maniteſtation of this pious diſ- 
poſition was the ſole purpoſe of this com- 
mand, And will any man of common ſenſe 


ſay, that Gob cannot, both in juſtice, in 


17 1 


1 _ — _— _ 


* Ard fo we ſee is the Latin word by which it is rendered, 
Deus tentavit Abrahamum : he word is indifferent either to 
| temptation, or trial. In the latter ſenſe are to be underſtood 
thoſe words of the poet : | 
Cuncta prius tentanda ; ſed immedicabile wulnus 
Enſe recidendum eft, ne pars fincera trahatur, 
And ſo in ſeveral parts of the Scripture. 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 243 
wiſdom, and in mercy, bring true religion 
to the teſt, to the teſt of ſevere and re- 
peated trials; the better to difplay, to accom- 
pliſh, and to crown it? 
| GRE AT virtue has a right to be conſpicu- 
| ous: it is ſinking the merit of heroiſm, to with- 
bold the occaſions of exerting it: to deny it 
combat in the cauſe of virtue, 1s to deny it 
glory: and therefore the juſtice of G op is ſo 
far from being concerned in guarding great 
minds from great trials, that it is clearly in- 
tereſted in granting them: and certainly no 
man will ſay, that the goodneſs of Gop, in 
putting virtue and piety to the proof, is to 
be eſtimated only by the little, tranſient, 
temporary anxiety of the trial; and not rather 

by that laſting joy, and exceſs of tranſport, 

that awaits and rewards the conqueſt. 
Temporary anxieties are the ſcaſonings that 

| recommend and endear virtue, as faſting 

| recommends food: exemptions from evil 
 |F are ſome of the greateſt felicities our nature 
knows ; but when they are ſucceeded by 


| real good, our happineſs has all the height- 
1 ening it is capable of: and hence it is, 
- | that great bleflings would loſe half their re- 
, F liſh, if they were not ſeaſoned and ſweetened 
4 by relief from diſtreſs; it is oppoſition that 


heightens and exhibits things in their true 
| proportion and price, If there were no 
ſuch thing as ſickneſs in the world, health 
| — ' L97T would 
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244 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
darkneſs, and light will loſe half its glory. 


Hap Tojeph made bimſelf. known to his 
brethren at firſt ſight, the joy of the diſco- 
very had loft all its heightening; but when 
it broke upon them from the depth of diſtreſs, 
the rapture was unſpeakable ! We may judge 
of the tranſports of their hearts on this occa- 
fon. by what we feel in our own, upon 
barely reading the relation (a relation which 
the whole compaſs of hnman literature hath 


never yet pretended to equal), And was 


not the memory of that diſtreſs, or rather 


the flrong ſenſe of happineſs in being deli- 


vered from it, a ſure fund of joy for the rel! 
of their lives > What then did Foſepb | in 
delaying that happineſs, but contrive to 
exalt and perpetuate it ? And do we ima- 
gine, that Abraham's joy was leſs laſting, 
or leſs exalted, than theirs? Was the reco- 
very of a brother, loſt by guilt, equal to the 
recovery of a ſon, devoted to duty? Ot 
a twelfth bro ther, to an only ſon ? Ot a 


brother, envied, hated, to a ſon incx-. 


preſſibiy beloved ? Is the memory of the 


diſtreſs they were delivered road to be 
once mentioned with his ? The happieſt re- 


flections upon tie divine goodneſs, in the 
diverlſion and diſappointment of guilt, 
are they to be named, with the con- 


ſcious delights of duty! of the highct: 
and 
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and moſt heroic daty, that was ever yet 
heard of among men! of duty, ſo imme- 
diately, and ſo amply rewarded ! of duty, 
that inſtant crowned with applauſe from the 
mouth of GOD! When (as Ms/es aſſures 
us) the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham 
out of heaven the ſecond time, and ſaid, By 
myſelf have I feoorn, ſaith the Lord, for be- 


cauſe thou haſt done this thing, and bali not 


with. held thy ſon, thine only ſen ; that in bleſ- 


ng 1 will bleſs thee, and in multi ping 4 
will multiply thy ſeed as the ſtars of hears. 


and as the ſand which is upon the ſea he 6; 


and thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the gate of his ene- 


mies; and in thy feed ſhall all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed ; becauſe thou haſt obeyed 


my voice. 


W as ever obedience ſo crowned ? I there. 
a joy in heaven beyond the tranſport of ſuch 
an applauſe ? What is it then theſe groveling 
objectors cavil at ? Is it that faith was 0 
immenſly rewarded ? Do they reproach 
the goodneſs of GOD with bleſting beyond 
Imagination ? with crowning a trial of three 
days anxiety with laſting and unſpeakable 
telicity ? with the highelt happineſs s human 
nature is capable Wa enjoying upon earth, 
or, perhaps, even in heaven ? 


App to all this, 1 Gop had ooh other 
bleſſings in view from this trial, thoſe end- 
R 3 l&i5 
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leſs bleſſings derived upon mankind, from 
the excellence of ſuch an example ! Is not 
every inſtance of duty and ſubmiſſion to the 
will of Gop, under agreat variety of tempta. 
tions, and as great a variety of ſubſequent 
triamphs, at once the nobleſt ſupport, and 
incitement to virtue! And is not every ſuch 
example a new light ſet up on high, to 
warn us of danger, and to guide us to duty ? 
And is not one of the greateſt, as the ſun in 
heaven, to chear, to lighten, and to direct * ? 


AND therefore, ſince Gop's command to 
Abraham is evidently calculated for theſe 
great, and gracious, and glorious ends, the 
putting his faithful ſervant to ſo ſevere a 
trial, is ſo far from being any way incon- 
ſiſtent with his juſtice and goodneſs, that it 
is, in truth, an ample and godlike manifeſta- 
tion of both. 5 


I PROCEED therefore, in 1 the ſecond place, 
to ſhew you, that Abraham's obedience, on 
this occaſion, was ſuch, as became a wiſe 


and a good man to yield to the commands of 
his Maker. 


A wi Is E and a good man muſt know, that 


obedience to his Maker 15 the great go- 


1 


* E = "a 


1 * — 


day. 


verning 


* The Arabiuns commemorate this ſecrifice annually to this | 


verning duty of his life; and the greater 
the obedience, the more glorious the diſ- 


charge of duty. So wiſe and ſo good a man 
as Abraham muſt be antecedently ſatiſ- 


hed, that a Being of infinite wiſdom and 


goodneſs could give no command, that muſt 


finally terminate in calamity upon innocence 
and obedience, What then had he to 
fear ? What had he to do, but to obey, 
and leave the reſt to infinite wiſdom and 


goodneſs ? And was this an irrational ſub- 


miſſion? Or a confidence ill- grounded? 
He knew this ſon was given him in an ex- 
traordinary manner ; and why might he not 
be taken away in a manner as extraordinary ? 


And when he was taken away, he very well 


knew, that Gop could again reſtore him, in 


a manner yet more extraordinary! and that 


raiſing him from the grave had no more 
difficulty with infinite power, than raiſing 
him from the womb of a woman barren at 


firſt, and now, by the courſe of nature, 


long paſt the power of conception ! And 
therefore St. Paul's reflection, in the xith 
chapter to the Hebrews, is a noble com- 
ment upon the principles of Abrabam's 


obedience on this occaſion. By faith 


Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Tjnac : 


and he that had received the promiſes, offered 


up his only begotten-ſon, of whom it was aid, 
That in Tjaac ſhall thy ſeed be called; account- 
ing that God was able to raiſe him up, even 
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rom the dead: from whence a Yo; he received 
Him in a e. 


H x could not but recolle&, in how ſolemn 
a manner Gop had, before chis, promiſed to 
eſtabliſh his covenant with Tſaac, and with 
his ſeed after him : and he could not but 
know, that Gop was faithful and juſt to 
fulfil his Promiſe : and as for the time and 
manner, in which this was to be done, both 
thoſe, he well knew, were the concern of 
infinite wiſdom, and goodneſs, and veracity ; 
which could not fail to effect both, in the 
beſt manner, and in the fitteſt en. 
What then had he to fear, or to deſpond 
upon? I would not leſſen the merit of 
ſo firm and ſo illuſtrious a faith: with- 
out ſuch a ſupport, humanity muſt fink 
under ſo great a trial; and the ſame infinite 
goodneſs, which ten \pted his faithful ſervant 
in ſo extraordinary a manner, would t 
ſuffer him to be tempted above what be 
was avle to bear. And yet, poſſibly, it might 
be made a queſtion, whether he, or his 
ſon, had more merit in this conflict of 
faith. Ty 3 


Is AAc was now, indiſputably, of years, 
to enable him to defeat his father's pur- 
poſe, had he not voluntarily, and moſt ſur- 

priſingly, ſubmitted to it. The moſt learned 
and moderate computations ſuppoſe him 
now 
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now at man's eſtate ; and the load of wood 
which he carried to conſume the burnt- 
offering, demonſtrates him of age and 
ſtrength enough to fruſtrate the weak efforts 
of an | aged parent &, * had he not with infinite 
reſignation given ap his hands to be bound, 
and ſuffered himſelf to be led as a lamb to the 


ſlaughter. And if all this does not con- 


ſtitute him an amazing type f the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the fins of the world, 
what 1s there amazing in this world! Why 
is there one ſuch inſtance, of ſo meek, ſo 


deliberate, ſo determined a fubmi iſnon to 


death, in obedience to the will of his father, 
and his Gop? And why is there but that 
one, in all the annals of the world, from 
the foundation of! it, to this day? 


Anp thus having ſhewn you, that Abra- 
ham's obedience, in this caſe, was ſuch, as 
became a wiſe and a good man to yield to 
the commands of his Gop, I come now, in 
the laſt place, to anſwer the objections with 
which infidels have aſſaulted this part of 
Abraham's character. 


* — — 
— 


* 


* That Abraham was now alone and unaided in binding his 
ſon, appears indiſputably from the text: for we are told at 
firſt, that he took tab of his young men with him; and then 
follows. ch. xxii. 5. And Abraham ſaid unto his young men, 
Abide you here with the as ; ; and I and the lad will go yonder, 
and worſhip, and ceme again to ws And, when the affair was 
over, Moſes tells us (ibid.), So Abr abam returned unto his 
Joung men: and int #2 125 Kc. 


In 
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IN the firſt place, then, it is ſaid, That the 
Lord of the univerſe governs himſelf by the 
eternal rules of reaſon ; and cannot a& him- 
ſelf, nor command his creatures to act, in 
any inſtance contrary to them: conſequently, 
no command, in contradiction to any of theſe 


rules, can come from Gop. Now the com- 
mand to. Abraham of laying his only ſon, 


is (they ſay) ſuch a command; as being 
in contradiction to that eternal rule of rea- 
ſon, by which parents are obliged to preſerve 
their offspring : conſequently, ſuch a com- 
mand could not come from Gop. 


In anſwer to this, I own that Gop muſt. 


govern himſelf, and his creatures, by the eter- 
nal rules of reaſon ; and can give no com- 
mand in contradiction to them. 


BuT then common ſenſe tells us, that 
theſe are the rules not of human reaſon, but 
divine : theſe rules muſt reſult from the 
relation which the whole, and all the 
parts, have to one another ; which nothing 
but infinite wiſdom can comprehend : and 
therefore to affirm, as one of our free-think- 


ing writers does, that true religion is founded 


pon moral j:ineſs, is to ſpeak with due 


dignity of divine inſtitutions : but to in- 


fer from hence (as that author does), that 
aan, by bis cum natural ability (conſidered as 


man), 
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man), is qualified to diſcover true religion, is 


to infer I know not what, beſides the extent 


of human arrogance : to affirm that man is 
in all caſes an adequate judge of moral 
fitneſs, is to affirm him unbounded in his 


knowlege ; fully endowed with a tho- 
rough comprehenſion, and clear view, of 


all the relations of things throughout the 
univerſe ; from whence only that moral fit. 
neſs can ariſe: an aſſertion ſo utterly ab- 


ſurd and ungrounded, that the weakneſs 
of it can only be exceeded by the 


vanity |! 


Ix it were pretended, that, even in every 
little earthly ſtate, every ſubject was, and 
ought to be, an adequate judge of all the 


prudential and political meaſures of his 


rulers, is there a man of common ſenſe, 
that would not explode ſo ſenſeleſs and pre- 
ſumptuous a maxim, with diſdain! Are we 
incompetent judges of the conduct of our 
earthly rulers, in a thouſand caſes? and are 
we adequate judges of the wiſdom and juſtice 
of that Gop that governs the world, in 
every cafe ? O ſhameleſs and inſupportable 
vanity ! 


In the next place, we readily own, that 
all parents are eternally obliged, as far as in 


them lies, to preſerve their children, 


Bur 
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Bur then ſurely it will by no means fol- 
low from hence, that parents have a right to 
diſobey the commands of God ; or that 
they are obliged to preſerve their children, in 
contradiction to the commands of Gop ; be- 
cauſe obedience to the commands of GOD 
is a prior obligation; and the duty of pre 

ſerving their children is but a ſecondary 
ſubſequent obligation, and muſt give place 
to every obligation that is prior: conſe- 
quently, whenever it is inconſiſtent with any 


prior obligation, it ceaſes; and not only fo, 


but the direct contrary becomes a duty. 


Bor here it may be objected, That the 


preſervation of children is a law of nature, 


binding upon all parents; and, being a law of 


nature, muſt be owned a law of Gop : and 


that, to ſuppoſe a command given by Gon, 


in oppoſition to this law, is to ſuppoſe, that 
GO b can contradict his own laws. 


TAanSWER, that to 6 Gop unpoſ- 
ſeſſed of a power to ſuſpend or controul 
his own laws, is to ſuppoſe him unpoſ- 
ſeſſed of a right eſſential to all legiſlative 
authority — to ſuppoſe him incapable ot 
Working a miracle (for all miracles are con- 
troulments of the laws of nature), or inter- 
voling, in any extraordinary manner, in the 


laws 


-overnment of the world. The Seck nary 


a. —d toon Ls put | — 
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laws of Gop are the ordinary means for at- 
taining the ordinary ends of his providence : 


and therefore the extraordinary ends of his 


providence demand an extraordinary con- 
troulment of theſe laws : and to ſuppoſe ſuch 
a controulment any way inconſiſtent with 
immutability, or infinite wiſdom, is to ſup- 
pole an extreme abſurdity; unleſs it be 
ſuppoſed, that the immutability of Gop 
ſuppoſes an immutable ſtate of things, that 
is, a fatal neceſſity, which is direct athe- 
iſm ; otherwiſe the ſteady and invariable 
wiſdom of Gop requires a change of 
meaſures, upon a change of circum- 
ſtances. _ 


 Brs1D ES, would it not be ſtrange, to ſup- > 
poſe theſe laws uncontroulable by any ex- 
traordinary interpoſition of Providence, when 


we behold them daily controuled by one 
another, in the ordinary courſe of things? 
For example, 


THno' it be an eternal law of nature, and, 
conſequently, of Gop, that parents ſhould 


preſerve their children; yet, it that preſerva- 


tion be inconſiſtent with their own, that 
eternal law is controuled, and their obliga- 
tion to it ceaſes that moment; becauſe 
ſelf-preſervation is a prior obligation. For 
this reaſon, if a parent has no more food than 


will ſubſiſt himſelf, he may let his child 


ſtarve: 


- - — eat — * 
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ſtarve : if he be ſwimming to ſhore upon a 

lank, which would only ſupport one, and 
his fon ſhould ſeize it, he may drown his 
fon to fave his own life. 


Ir is a known rule, that a parent can vio- 
late no duty he owes to his neighbour, to 
preſerve the life of his child; much leſs can 
he violate any duty he owes to the com- 
munity on that account; and, leaſt of all, any 
duty he owes to Gop. If a parent be a ma- 
giſtrate, and the child a criminal deſerving 
death by the laws of his country, Is the 
parent in this caſe obliged to preſerve him? 
Quite the contrary | he is obliged to deftroy 
him. Nay, ſuppoſe a man condemned inno- 
cent, the magiſtrate, whoſe duty it is to put 
the laws in execution, is bound in conſcience = 
to put him to death, tho' he were his ſon. 
And the reaſon is obvious: the extraordinary 
duty he owes to his country 1s prior to the 
ordinary duty he owes his child; and con- 
ſequently, whenever they become incon- 


ſiſtent, his _ to the child muſt give 
way. 


Now ever ry one, that knows any thing of 
the duties of morality, knows, that they 
ſubſiſt in this order. The firſt duties we owe, 
or can owe, is obedience to the will of 
(70D, however known. And obedience to 
the will of Gop, ſeen in the ordinary eſta- 

bliſhment 


F 
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bliſhment of things, muſt give way to the 
will of God extraordinarily revealed. The 


ſecond order of duties are thoſe we owe 


to the community: and the third are 
thoſe we owe to ourſelves, The dyties 
then which men owe to their children, 
are only in the fourth rank. Whenever 


the duties men owe their children become 


inconſiſtent with the duties they owe them- 


ſelves, their duties to their children inſtantly 


ceaſe ; whenever they become inconfiſt- 
ent with the duties they owe their coun- 
try, they ceaſe for an higher reaſon ; and 
whenever they become inconſiſtent with the 
duties they owe to Gop, they ceaſe for the 
higheſt reaſon. All private duties give place 


to the duties men owe to their country ; and 


the duties they owe to their country, give 


place to the duties they owe to Gop, be- 


cauſe thoſe are the firſt and higheſt obli- 


gations we can lie under. 5 it is for 


want of knowing theſe common and plain 


diſtinctions, that infidels have run riot in 


folly, whenever they talk of the incon- 


ſiſtency of any of the divine commands, re- 


lated in Scripture, with the eternal laws of 


reaſon, For, 


Is it not an eternal law of reaſon, antece- 
dent to every ſocial obligation in life, either 


private or public, that GoD the Creator has 


an inherent, inconteſtable right, to employ 


the 


— — — — SOS . 1 
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the powers and faculties of all his creatures 
to the purpoſes of his eternal will? And is 
not the firſt obligation we owe in life, an 
obligation of immediate obedience to all the 
commands of Gop, in conſequence of his in- 


herent right to employ the powers and fa 


culties of his creatures, in ſubſervience to 


the purpoſes of his will ? 


Is there a clearer dictate of reaſon, than 
that Go p has an abſolute right over the lives 
of all his creatures? Will any man of com- 
mon ſenſe ſay, that Gop, who gave uncon- 
ditional life and being to his creatures, hath 
not an abſolute right to take them away, 
when, and by what means, he thinks fit ? 

And will any man of common ſenſe ſay, that 
he can abuſe that right? That there is a 
_ poſſibility of his employing that right erro- 
neouſly, or to evil purpoſes? And if there is 


not, can there be a doubt about the duty of 


our ſubmiſſion, whenever he thinks fit to 
exert it? Are not theſe eternal antecedent 
laws of reaſon? Is there then any incon- 
ſiſtency either in his commanding, or our 
obeying, in conformity to them? In confor- 
mity to the eternal laws of reaſon! What 
ſenſeleſs ſuggeſtions are theſe? And what 


unparalleled eftrontery, at once to revile the 


| Revelation of Gop, and the common ſenſe of 
mankind, with ſuch wann and blaſphe- 
mous ablurdities ? 


TI E 


2 2 
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TE ſum of all is this: 

SGob has an undoubted right over the lives 

of all his creatures. He cannot exert that 


right erroneodffly, 
HE has an undoubted right to employ the 


owers of all his creatures, to the execution of 


all his rightfal commands: all the commands 
| of Gop mult of necetlity be wiſe, righteous, 
and juſt : what Gop can rightfully do, he 


can rightfully command to be done “. 


IT is the indiſpenſable duty of all intelli- 


gent beings, to obey Gop in all things that 
he can rightfully command to be done. 
_ Theſe propotitions are all ſelf-evident. 


Ir then Gop has a right to take away the 
life of any human creature, he has a right to 
command the powers of any intelligent be- 
ing, in the execution of that right. No 
4 2 1 3 — tne meme * 

* Tho? it is not always true, that what man can rightfully 
do, he can rightfully command to be done by another ; yet 
is it eternally true of Gop : human rights, in many inſtances, 
cannot be transferrred, inaſmuch as they are perſonal and im- 
perfect, and cannot devolve upon another by his command in 
whom that perſonal and imperfect right is veited ; becauſe he 
may have no right of command or rule over that other; and 
becauſe a third perſon may be injured by ſuch devolutions: but 
the divine rights are all perfect; God hath a right of command 
over all beings, and no third perſon can bg injured by exerting 
it, bee iuſe the divine right is prior. 


Mor. II. 8 peing 
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being can have a right to diſobey, what Gov 
has a right to command. If therefore Go» 
commanded Abraham to take away the life of 
his ſon, he had a right to be obeyed in that 
command: conſequently, Abraham had no 

right to diſobey him; and if R had no right 
to diſobey, obedience was his Indiſpenſable 
duty. 


T Is is ſuch a chain of clear, irrefiſtible 
reaſoning, as, 1 believe, infidels will hardly 
attempt to break thro” ; or, if they do attempt 
it, I will be bound to promiſe them, that 


they will find their weaknels 1 in the attempt 


Bur their abſurdity will appear yet far- 
ther in the other objections they have raiſed 
againſt Revelation on this head : which, 


by Gobs aſſiſtance, ſhall be diſcuſſed in the 
next diſſertation. 


az 
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Diss ERTATION VIII. N 
le 
ly [| 
pt N the precedent diſ- A ſhort 8 | 
at ſertation, Ilaid down 1 | 
g I theſe two propoli- tion. | 
tions. 
Te 
ed 1. Taar the command of ſacrificing 1/aac, 
h, as it is laid down in the Scriptures, is no way | 
he inconſiſtent with the juſtice or goodneſs of —ĩ — 
G0 D. And, = = 
7 1 
2. Thar Abraham's obedience was ſuch, 
as became a wiſe and a good man to yield to 
the commands of his Maker, 
UN p ER the firſt head, I thewed you, that, | | 
if the command had been abſolutely intended __ 
to take away T/aac's life, and 1/aac had been {4:4 
perfectly innocent, there could be no colour 9 
of injuſtice in the caſe ; ſince Goo, the Au- = | 
thor and Giver of life, hath an undoubted _ | | 
18 right to reſume it, when, and by what 
8 2 means, 5 
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means, he thinks fit; and ſince his infi- 
nite wiſdom and goodneſs ſufficiently ſecure 
us from all ſuſpicion of his taking it away 
arbitrarily or unlawfully: nor is there any 
imputation or ſuſpicion of cruelty upon the 
conduct of Gop in ſuch caſes, ſince the 
Scriptures aſſure us, that the righteous are 
taken away from the evil to come; ſince ex- 
perience ſhews us, that innocent creatures 
are daily cut off from the earth; and reaſon 
antecedently demonſtrates, that this, as all 
other parts of the divine conduct, muſt be 
the effect of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, 
however obſcure and unaccountable, to ſuch 
ſhort-ſighted creatures as we are. 


ITis owned, indeed, that ſuch an action 
in a parent would be ſhocking at firſt fight, 
as carrying the idea of a grievous 1njury, 
and unnatural cruelty : but the command of 
 Gop intirely alters the caſe ; becauſe rea- 
ſon antecedently demonſtrates, that all his 
diſpoſitions and determinations muſt be for 
the beſt : conſequently, the only cruelty and 
injury to the child would be, to with-hold 


him from that ſtate, which Gop had decreed 
for him. N 


ON the other 11 1 ſhewed you, . it 
Abraham and his "EY were criminals, G ob 


might, in ſtrict juſtice, ordain ſuch an exe- 


cution, for their mutual puniſhment ; but 


that, 


fk. TO WO — a 
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that, in truth, this was only a commgnd of 
probation, and never intended for any other 

rpoſe, than to render Abraham's piety more 
luſtrious, and to intitle it to higher rewards. 


1 UNDER the ſecond head, I ewe you, 
that Abraham's ready obedience was the effect 
of his wiſdom and piety, 5 


HE knew, obedience to the divine will, 1 
was the firſt duty in life; and that obedience 
to the will of Gop, ſeen in the ordinary 
eſtabliſnment of things, muſt give place to 
the will of Gop, revealed in an extraordinary . 1 
manner; and that no command from 1 
Gop could be erroneous or unrighteous, 
or terminate in the calamity and miſery of 
innocence. He knew, that Gop had given j 
him gracious promiſes, in relation to this very | / 
ſon; and he had a firm confidence in the 
juſtice and veracity of Gop, that he was | 
faithful and juſt to fulfil his promiſes, 


| IN the laſt place, I anſwered that formi- | | 
| KF Adable objection of infidelity, That Gop cannot | 
| aft himſelf, nor command his creatures to att, S 

in contradliction to the eternal rules of reaſon ; | | 


t MK by ſhewing you, that Gop commanded no- q 
ching in Abrabam's caſe, but what he had |1 
- an undoubted right to command; conſe- | 
t quently, that this command was perfectly = 
t MF conformable to the eternal rules of reaſon ; =. 
S 3 and | | 
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and that the obligation of obedience to his 


rightful commands is prior to all others : 
conſequently, whenever that obligation comes 
in competition with any duty men owe their 
children, their duty to their children ceaſes. 


I now proceed to conſider ſome other ob- 


jections, raiſed by infidels, againſt this part 


of divine Revelation. 


Int the next place, then, it is s urged (with a 


view of imputation upon this command to 


Abraham), That a religion commanding parents 
to deſtroy their children cannot come from 
Gop. 


In anſwer to this, it is owned, That a re- 


ligion wnich made this the ordinary duty of 
parents, could not come from Gop, becauſe 


ſuch a duty would neceſſarily deſtroy all hu- 


man ſociety, and, of conſequence, all re- 
ligion with it. But what religion does this ob- 
jection affect? I am ſure, neither the Feroiſh, 


nor Chriſtian. Was any ſuch religion eve: 


heard of, beſides thoſe of the heathen world, 
to which infidelity is labouring to bring us 


back, and the worſt examples of which * 


hath lately outdone ! ? 


Bur, though this cannot hs the ordinary 
duty of parents, from any true religion, does 
it follow from hence, that Go p could not, 


in 
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in any caſe whatſoever, rightfully give ſuch 
a command, or exact Chellience to it ? Are 
we adequate judges of the whole compaſs 
and extent of infinite wiſdom ? Does it cer- 
tainly follow, that God could not, on any 
particular occaſion, or for any end of divine 
wildom whatſoever, give ſuch a command ? 
Does it follow, that he could not impoſe 
ſuch a command upon a wicked parent, in 
chaſtiſement of guilt ? or on a righteous 
parent, in proof of obedience, or to render 


his faith and piety more illuſtrious ? And 
will it follow from hence, that an hiſtory, re- 


lating that ſuch a trial was made by Almighty 
Gop, in order to that very end, is falſe or 
fallacious ? Let us fee how this reaſoning 
will hold. The argument, in its full force, 


will ſtand thus: : 


AREL1GION commanding parents to de- 
ſtroy their children, cannot comefrom GOP: 
therefore that hiſtory which tells us, that 
Gov, in trial of Abraham's obedience, com- 
manded him to ſacrifice his fon, cannot be 
true. How wild and inconcluſive is this 
reaſoning ! How will it hold in other caſes ? 


For example, 


A TREATISEof medicine, which ſhould 
preſcribe phyſic for the daily food of pati- 
ents, could never be the work of a wiſe and 
a good phy ſician; becauſe it muſt deſtroy 
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264 REverLaTion Examined, &c. 
the very end for which phyſic was ordained : 
therefore any hiſtory, that ſhould tell us, 
that phyſic was preſcribed by a wiſe and a 
good phyſician, in any particular caſe, muſt 
be falſe. Is there a man of common ſenſe, 
that does not ſee the ſillineſs of this way 
of arguing? We ſee then, that the infe- 
' rence from this command, to the diſadvan- 
tage of Revelation, is altogether inconcluſive 
and abſurd. Let us now conſider, what 
inference can he made to Abraham's diſad- 
vantage, in the intended execution of that 
command, from the general duty of parents 
to their children, compared with other extra- 
ordinary caſes : for example, I may bc 
faid, with great truth, that he muſt needs be 
a bad parent, who commands his children to 
be barbarouſly butchered with rods and axes, 
before his own eyes. This polition is un- 
doubtedly true in the general; but, does it 
follow from hence, that the firſt Erutus was 
either a bad man, or a bad parent, for com- 
manding his ſons to be ſerved in this manner, 
when the duty he owed his country required 
it? And did Abraham owe leſs duty to G00. 
than Brutus owed his country? 


3 A captain, who ſhould com- 
mand bis valiant and victorious fon to be pui 
to death, for exerting his proweſs upon the 
enemies of his country, muſt ſurely be a 
monſter amongſt men. This poſition laid 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 26g 


down without any limitation, is undoubtedly 
true : but will it follow from hence, that 


Manlius was a monſter, tho' he put his own 


ſon to death for killing Geminius, general 
of the Latins, contrary to the diſcipline of 


war? And had Manlius better authority 


_ * ore his ſon to death, than Abraham ? 
e diſcipline of wara ftronger obligation, 
A an expreſs, poſitive, unerring command 


from the great Ruler of the world, the So- 
vereign Arbiter of life and death? 


A&axin Ii is no beheſt; to ſee pa- 
rents and children engaged in the oppoſite 
intereſts, and liſted under the oppoſite ban- 


ners, of princes at enmity with one another. 
And, if the conteſt comes to the decifion f 


a battle, is it not, in that caſe, the parent's 
duty to deſtroy the fon ? and the ſon to de- 
ſtroy the parent? Will any man of common 
ſenſe ſay it is not? 


IP putting a ſon to death were an action 


ſimply, and in itſelf, ſinful, it is evident, 


that no authority could juſtify it: and then, 
neither could a magiſtrate honeſtly do this, 
in obedience to the laws; nor a captain, in 
ſupport of martial diſcipline; nor a ſoldier, 


in obedience to his prince: but ſurely no 


man was ever ſo extravagant, as to imagine 
ſuch an action immoral, in any of thoſe caſes. 


What is it then that can make it immoral, 
but 


1. 


266 REVELATION Examined, &c. 

bat doing it without ſufficient authority: 
Whereas killing a ſon, in obedience to a 
competent authority has evidently no more 
immorality in it, than killing a mortal enemy. 
And is not the authority cf Gop a compe- 
tent authority ? Is it the duty of a parent, 
to ſlay a ſon, tho' innocent and unoffending, 
in obedience to the commands of a magi- 


ſtrate, his captain, or his prince: and is 


it no duty to do this in obedience to the 
commands of his Maker? Will any man 
pretend to any degree of common ſenſe, 
that will dare to ſupport ſuch abſurdities? 
Is not then this objection to Abraham, and 
to divine Revelation upon that account, the 


effect of groſs ignorance ? Or will the authors 


think we honour them, in aſcribing it to 
another cauſe ? Will they ſtill have it placed 


to the ſcore of free-thinking? It is indeed, 


in one ſenſe, juſtly intitled to that appella- 
tion ; inaſmuch as it 1s thinking under a 


thorough, an intire exemption from all the 


rules of reaſon, and all the reſtraints of 
truth. 


AGAIN, It is asked, how Abraham could 
know, that it was Gop that gave him this 
command ? Should he not rather ſuſpect 
the deluſion of ſome evil ſpirit delighting in 
cruelty ? 5 


WHAT 
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Wuar ſpecious trifling is here! And 
why ſhould Abraham ſuſpect, that Gop 
Almighty ſhould ſuffer an evil ſpirit to 
delude him, acting in the honeſty and inte- 
grity of his heart? Could Abraham ſuſpect 
it conſiſtent with the divine wiſdom and 
goodneſs, to ſuffer a good man, acting upon 
the higheſt principle of obedience to G ap, 
to be at once invincibly deluded into the 
greateſt, and moſt irretrievable calamity, 
and the moſt ſhocking act of obedience to 
the devil? Is there any man of common 
ſenſe, that does not ſee this to be utterly in- 
conſiſtent with every attribute in the divine 
nature? | 


 BesIDes this, Abraham could not but 


know, that Gop had given him that fon 
miraculouſly ; that he had promiſed him 
ſeed by that fon; that he had promi- 
ſed to eſtabliſh his covenant with that fon : 
Could he, after this, ſuſpect that Gop 


would ſuffer all his own gracious pur- 


ſes and promiſes to be defeated by the 
devil? Why, ſurely, theſe creatures ima- 
gine Abraham not only as infidel, but 
as ignorant as themſelves! How elſe 
could ſuch abſurdities come into their 
heads ? 1 9 55 
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263 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


Bur ſtill, How could Abraham certainly 


know, that it was Gob that gave him this 
commend ? 


Is not this, in other words, to ask, How 
Gop could make himſelf certainly known! 
To ask, how Gop, who gives all other be- 
ings thoſe powers, and marks, and characters 
by which they know one another, could exhi- 


bit to Abraham any certain marks and cha- 
raters, whereby to knowhimſelf? The mean- 


eſt man in this city has it in his power to 
make himſelf cerfinly known to the empe- 
ror of China or Fapan : Do we ask then, 


how could Gop do that which is in the 


power of any ordinary human creature ? 
What mim inſolence is it, to queſtion 


at this wild rate ? 


 Howeve, to comply for once with their 
utmoſt ſtretch of extravagance, let us examine 
calmly, what reaſonable grounds of aſſurance 
Abraham could have, that this command 
came from Gop. 


IN the firſt place, then, Abraham left his 


own country and kindred, by the expres 


command of Gop ; and went into a ſtrange 


land, which Gop had promiſed to give to 
his ſeed, It is not indeed told us, in 


what manner Gop appeared to Abraham, 
when 
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when he gave him this command ; but we 


may be aſſured from Abraham's prudence, 
that he would not lightly obey a command 


of ſo much trouble and inconvenience to him: 


for his greateſt enemies allow him ſuffici- 
ently cautious, in every thing relating to his 
own well-being : he was now well advanced 
in years, and was neither of a temper, or 
age, that would lightly incline him to ſeek 


adventures: conſequently, there is no rea- 


ſon to ſuſpect he would obey this order, if 
it were in any degree doubtful to him, whe- 
ther it was God that gave it; nor would an 
aged parent indulge and accompany him in 
his obedience, as Tera» did, unleſs he alſo 
had been ſufficiently certified, that it came 
from Gop. 


 AGAiN, After he had been for ſome time 
ſettled in Haran, long enough to have his 
family and fortune increaſe in it“; and pro- 
bably, long enough to like it, and be con- 
tented with it : Gop commands him thence, 
into a ſtrange country, in all appearance not 
better than his own; and conſequently, ſuch 


as he cannot be preſumed to have preferred 


8 a. th. n 1 „ 
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* This appears from theſe words, (Gen. xii. 5.) And Abram 
took Sarai his wife, and Lot bis brother's ſon, and all their ſub- 


fance that they had gathered, and the ſouls that they lad 


gotten in Haran, &c. 


to 


250 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
to it, for any other reaſon than that men- 
tioned by Moſes. e 
Ao AlN, When he came into Canaan, Goh 
appeared to him a ſecond time, and renewed 
his firſt promiſe. 


AFTER this, when he was driven by fa- 


mine into Egyyt, Gop ſufficiently manifeſted 


his ſignal protection of him, by plaguing 
Pharaoh, and his houſe, upon his account; 
and it is clearly implied in the relation of 
this tranſaction, that Gop revealed to Pha- 


raoh the reaſon of the plague wherewith he 


and his houſe were viſited. If Abraham 
then could doubt the information of his own 
faculties, which aſſured him of the imme- 
diate interpoſition of Gop in his favour, could 


he doubt the atteſtation of Pharaoh, and his 


ſervants, on that head ? the atteſtation of 
ſtrangers, who could have no intereſt in de- 
luding him ? Or if he could doubt them, 
could he doubt the atteſtation of thoſe great 
plagues which he ſaw them ſuffer upon his 
account; or the atteſtation of thoſe numerous 
bleſſings, which he faw daily multiplied 
upon himſelf in conformity to the divine 
promiſe? on. 


AFTER this, when Abraham returned into 


Canaan, Gop again renewed his aſſurance, of 


giving him the promiſed land, And, 
| AFTER 
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REVELATION Examined, c. 271 


AFTER this, it is ſaid, that the word of the 
Lord came to Abraham in a vifion : from 
whence, as alſo from other circumſtances, 
it 18 reaſonable to conclude, that the prece- 


dent applications of Almighty G op to him 
were made in ſome other manner: and here 
the promiſe of an heir, and a numerous poſte- 


rity, are added to the promiſe of Canaan: 
and tho' the text tells us, that Abraham be- 
lieved the promiſes of God, on this occaſion ; 
yet, however (probably becauſe this aſſurance 
was given him in a viſion), he beſeeches 
the Almighty to give him ſome ſure ſign, 
that might put it out of all doubt, that this 

romiſe ſhould be made good to him : and 


he ſaid, Lord God, whereby ſhall I tniw that 


T ſhall inherit it? In compliance with which 
requeſt, a ſacrifice is commanded to be pre- 
pared ; and, when it was prepared, Go p again 
appears to him in a viſion ; and the promiſe 
is again repeated: and, after this repetition, 
the t 18 ſupported by a miracle; and 
a covenant confirmed by fire from heaven, 


to conſume the ſacrifice, which Go D bad 


commanded him to offer. 


AN p here it is remarkable, that this part 
of Abraham's conduct appears ſo full of 
caution, that a late writer upbraids him 
with want of faith on this occaſion ; and yet, 
in truth, all that can be inferred froth it, is 
| no 
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272 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
no more than this, that tho' Abraham had 


firm faith in the promiſes of Gop, yet he : 
took ſufficient care to be fully ſatisfied, that M 
it was God, that did promiſe. And if he fa 
was ſo cautious with regard to a promiſe, « 
which related only to remote futurity, can 2 
we imagine, he was leſs cautious with re- 
gard to commands which were immediately 

to affect him ? particularly that command, FR 
which was to affect him in the rendereſt 10 
point, in the point of higheſt importance to . 
him? Can we believe, that he took leſs E- 
care to be aſſured, that this alſo came from $a 


Gop ? 


AGAIN, When Abral am was ninety-nine 
years old, Gon appeared again to him ; and 
that he exhibited himſelf in ſome olorious 
ſenſible appearance, is ſufficiently clear from 

the text, which ſays; that Abraham fell upon 
bis face, whilſt Gop converſed with "0 
Here, circumcition is inſtituted ; an ha- 
zardous and painful rite ! which Abraham 
could not practiſe, but from full conviction 
of a divine command. Jaac alſo is 
here promiſed to him, out of the courſe of 
nature. 


Ac AIxN, The Lon p appeared unto Abra- 
zam in the plains of Mamre : and this was 
evidently in a ſenſible ſhape ; and it is clear 
from the text, that, before his departure, 

Abraham 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 27 # 


Abraham knew him to be God ; or, to ſpeak 
more properly, 1. e. more intelligibly, the 


Meffah in human form *; this appears 


from the whole converſation about Sodom, 
more particularly that part of it, where he 


calls him Fudge of all the earth. 


Soo N after this, Gop appeared to Abime- 
lech, in Abraham's behalf; and inflicted a 
temporary barrenneſs upon his whole houſe, 
which was removed upon Ab abam's 
prayer, 


AGAIN, ſoon after this, Gon's promiſe of 
an heir was fulfilled by the birth of a fon 
from a barren woman; and that too, long 
after the ſeaſon of conception was over. 
Could he then doubt, that it was Gop 


who had promiſed a bleſſing, which nothing 


but he that could controul the order of na- 
ture, could confer ? = 


—— — — —_— _—_— 3 


* Should any Vree-t hinter, in the fulneſs of his wiſdom, 
ſuppoſe this account of Gop's conference with Abraham in- 
credible and abſurd ; I muſt beg leave to tell him, that before 
he can reaſonably conclude this, he muſt antecedently 1a:isfy 
himſelf, and be able to ſatisfy every reaſonable man, that 
either or both theſe poſitions are impoſſible and abſurd : 

Firſt, That it is impoſſible, that God ſhould manifeſt himſelf 
to human eyes, under any ſenſible appearance. Or, ſecondly, 


That it is abſurd or impoſſible he ſhould manifeſt himſelf 


under an human form. I cannot but ſay, I ſhould be very 
glad to ſee the utmoſt efforts of free-7/ 1:1king Philoſophy upon 
ſo curious a ſubject. 
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no more than this, that tho' Abraham had 
firm faith in the promiſes of Gop, yet he 
took ſufficient care to be fully ſatisfied, that 


it was Go, that did promiſe. And if he 


was ſo cautious with regard to a promiſe, 

which related only to remote futurity, can 
we imagine, he was leſs cautious with re- 
card to commands which were immediately 
to affect him? particularly that command, 
which was to affect him in the tendereſt 
point, in the point of higheſt importance to 
him? Can we believe, that he took leſs 


care to be aſſured, that this alſo came from 
Gop ? 


 A6arn, When Abralum was ninety- nine 

vears old, G0 appeared again to him; and 
that he exhibited himſelf in fome olorious 
| ſenſible appearance, is ſufficiently clear from 
the text, which ſays; that Abraham fell upon 
his face, whilſt Gop converſed with "ay 
Here, circumciſion is inſtituted ; an ha- 
zardous and painful rite ! which Abraham 
could not practiſe, but from full conviction 


of a divine command. JT/aac alſo is 


here promiſed to him, out of the courſe of 
Nature. 


AGcain, The Lon D appeared unto Abra- 
ham in the plains of Mamre : and this was 


_ evidently in a ſenſible ſhape ; and it is clear 
from the text, that, before his departure, 
Abraham 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 273 
Abraham knew him to be God ; or, to ſpeak 
more properly, . e. more intelligibly, the 
Meſſiab in human form *“; this appears 
from the whole converſation about Sodom, 
more particularly that part of it, where he 


calls him Fudge of all the earth. 


So ON after this, G op appeared to Abime- 


lech, in Abraham's behalf; and inflicted a 


temporary barrenneſs upon his whole houſe, 
which was removed upon Ab abam's 
9 


AGAIN, ſoon after this, G op's promiſe of 
an heir was fulfilled by the birth of a fon 


| from a barren woman ; and that too, long 
| after the ſeaſon of conception was over. 
| Could he then doubt, that it was Goo 
who had promiſed a bleſſing, which nothing 
but he that could controul the order of na- 


ture, could confer ? 
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* Should any free-thinker, in the fulneſs of his wiſdom, 
ſuppoſe this account of Gop's conference with Abraham in- 
credible and abſurd ; I muſt beg leave to tell him, that before 


| he can reaſonably conclude this, he muſt antecedently ſatisfy 


himſelf, and be able to ſatisfy every reaſonable man, that 
either or both theſe poſitions are impoſſible and abſurd : 

Firſt, That it is impoſſible, that Gop ſhould manifeſt himſelf 
to human eyes, under any ſenſible appearance. Or, ſecondly, 


That it is abſurd or impoſſible he ſhould manifeſt himſelf 


under an human form. I cannot but ſay, I ſhould be very 


glad to ſee the utmoſt efforts of free-r/ 1.14ing Philoſophy upon 
ſo curious a ſubject. e 
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AGAIN, Gop commanded Abraham to 
comply with his wite's requeſt, in caſting oz? 


the bond-woman and her ſon. This was a 


command fo ſeemingly cruel, and ſo grievous 
to be obeyed, that nothing but a full con- 
viction, that it came from Gop, could exact 
Abraham's ſubmiſſion to it : and Gos ſub- 
ſequent extraordinary protection of the lad, 
and his mother, could not but confirm 
Abraham in the wiſdom and reaſonableneſ- 
of that ready obedience he Paid his Maker 


on that occalion. 


Anwo, after all theſe manifeſtations of him 


ſelf, and his providence, to Abraham, he 


commands him to offer up J/aac. And 
will any man ſay, that 1 had not by 
this time ſufficient reaſon to know certainly, 


that this command came from Gop ? Gop 


had ſome way or other appeared and mani- 
feſted himſelf to him nine times before this 
command ; twice in viſion, twice by miracle, 
twice under jome ſenſible appearance, ard 
thrice in ſome manner not explained : he 
had given him three precedent commands, 


which no man in his ſenſes could obey, 


without full conviction, that they came from 
Gop: and he had given him full proof 
of his protection, in conſequence of his obe- 


dience to cach, 


THE 
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Tux weight of thoſe grievous trials which 
it pleaſed Gop to lay upon him, was gradu- 


ally increaſed. Baniſhment from his coun- 
try and kindred was ſucceeded by the 
pain and hazard of circumciſion ; and that, 
by the grief of turning out a helpleſs ſon, 


whom he tenderly loved, into a wilderneſs ; 
expoſed to want, and to wild beaſts! and 


now his only remaining child was to be 


ſlain by his own hands. His obedience 


had hitherto been gloriouſly crowned in every 


inſtance. Could he then, with any colour of 
reaſon, doubt or deſpond now, after ſuch 


reiterated experience of Gop's goodneſs to 
him? Gop's miraculous interpoſition in his 
behalf was atteſted by two kings, and the 


viſible effects of divine judgments upon them, 
and their houſhold : he had often before 


this called to him, ſpoken to him ; ſometimes 


converſed with him, and, on one ocaſion, 
familiarly and long; and doubtleſs, always 


in the ſame voice. And is there, after this, 
the leaſt ground for doubting, whether Abra- 


ham certainly knew, that it was Gop that 
ſpake to him on this occaſion? Shall we ne- 


ver have done with the importunate abſur— 
dity of ſuch objectors ? 


Tu command which he was now to 
obey, could not be executed till after three 
days; ſo that he had time enough to deli- 

. 1 berate 
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276 REVELATION Examined, &c. 
berate upon the matter, and to be ſettled in 
a full conviction, that it came from GO p. 


Bes1DEs this, when Gop gave him the 
command, he told him the country where it 
was to be executed ; but reſerved the parti- 
cular place for another revelation : Get 
thee into the land of Moriah (ſays Gop), and 
offer bim there, upon one of the mountains 
hieb J weill tell thee 7. And we find, that 
this mountain was not told him till the third 
day: and then it was far off ; for the text 
ſays, that en the third day Abraham lift 
” 72 "bi eyes, and jaw the place afar off, Now 

e rabbins tell us, that this mountain was 
marked out to him, by the glory of GOD 
reſting upon it in a remarkable“ manner; 
and indeed this is perfectly credible from 
the words of the text, which ſays, at 
he jaw it afar off, Now how could he fee | it, 
ſo as certainly to know it to be the place, 
but by ſome glorious manifeſtation of the 
Divine Preſence upon it? Doubtleſs ſome 
manifeſtation, or ſome monition, which he 
was before well acquainted with ; ; Nay, 
in all probability, ſome ſuch manifeſtation 
as fully ſatisfied even Iſauc of the peculiar 
interpoſition and appointment of G0 D on 
this occaſion ; and ſuch as exacted ſo ready 
a ſubmiſſion from him. It was far off, 


Nor is this conjecture ill ſupported by the name of the 
mountain, Moriah, which Zgnifies I iſion. | 


when 
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when he ſaw it ſo; that he had ſtill time 
enough to deliberate, and be fully ſatisfied, 


before he reached it, that it was the very place 
marked out by Gop, as the ſcene whereon to 


diſplay the glory of that faith, which was to 


be the admiration of all future ages. 


Take this action then in all its circum- 
ſtances, and I challenge all mankind to ſhew 
any one action, undertaken ſince the foun- 
dation of the world, upon a ſurer, a clearer, 
a more deliberate, or more ſettled conviction. 


Bor ſtill it is objected, that Abraham obey- 
ed in this caſe, without the leaſt heſitation, 
or expoſtulation with GO p, in behalf of an 
innocent fon, FH he could at another time be 
fo importunate for the pardon of an inhoſpitable, 
murderous, impious, and inceſiuous city. 


BEFORE I enter upon Abraham's defence 
againſt this objection, one thing is unanſwer- 
ably to be inferred from it: and that is, 
that a man who could intercede ſo earneſtly, 
and with ſo right a ſenſe of divine juſtice, to 
ſave ſtrangers from deſtruction, would never 


have ſo ſilently ſubmitted to the deſtruction of 


his own ſon, had he not been fully convinced, 
that the command came from Gop ; had he 
not been fully convinced, that G o p could with 
juſtice claim his obedience in this caſe; and 
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that he could, with a good conſcience, yield 
it to his Maker. 


AN p now, in anſwer to this objection, 
from Abraham s filence on this occation ; I 
deſire it may be conſidered, upon what 
principles Abraham could expoſtulate with 
G0b, as a parent, in this point, if he were 
minded fo to do? What could he urge, but 
that he was his ſon, his only ſon, a ſon 
whom he tenderly loved ? and that he could 
not, without the greateſt violence to parental 
affection, lay hands upon him? Now all 
pleas of this kind were clearly and fully 
anticipated, by the divine command ; Take 
now thy fon, thine only ſon Jſaac, whom 
thou loveſt ; and get thee into the land of Mo- 
riah, and offer him there for a burnt-offering, 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell 
thee of ; 1. e. Notwithſtanding he is your ſon, 
your only ſon, and a ſon you have ſet your 
heart upon, vet muſt you ſacrifice him to 
me. Here all pretence of expoſtulation is 
cut off; and any thing Abraham could have 
ſaid after this, muſt have been equally im- 
pious and unbecoming. 


BEsIDES this, there is a aſl diſparity in 
the two caſes ; and ſuch as abundandly juſti- 
fies the difference of Abraham's conduct. 
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IN the caſe 85 Sodom, Almighty Gop is 
repreſented as deliberating, and undeter- 
mined : and there, Abraham's humanity, 
and the rectitude of his mind, were at 
liberty, nay, were engaged, to interpoſe. 
But, in the caſe of his own fon, Gop appeared 
fixed and determined; and there luis humi- 


lity, and the deference due to his Gop, for- 


bad him to expoſtulate. 


To all this may be added, that he knew, 
if he erred in the firſt caſe, it was the error 
of an upright, an kamabe. and a generous 
ſpirit ; but an error in the latter could only 
be the effect of partiality and ſelf-intereſt ! 


And Abraham's heart was too honelt, and 


too enlarged, to allow him in a conduct, 
that could fall under the ſuſpicion of being 
ſwayed by ſuch mean, intereſted, and ſelfiſh 


principles, 


WHAT is it han which his enemies object 


to him? What, in truth, but the wiſdom, 
the humanity, the reditude, the humility, 
the fortitude, and the generoſity of his ſoul ? 
And did ever any man object to the light, 


he greatneſs, or the goodneſs of another's 


ſpirit, from the prevalence of thoſe noble 
principles in his own ? 


5 SUCH 
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Such was Abrabam; and ſuch are the 
objections made to him. 


AND this, I hope, will be deemed a ſuff- | 
- Cient confutation of that cavil, which objects 
to Almighty Gop, the partiality of taking 
one man, and his poſterity, into peculiar fa- 
vour, for little or no reaſon : when it is 
evident to a demonſtration, that if ever man 
was peculiarly marked out as a proper object 
of the divine favour, from the merit of every 
virtue, and every dillinguiſhed excellence, 
in human nature, Abraham was that 
man. 


I cox now, in the laſt place, to conſider 
the contradictory objections, that are made 
to Abraham's conduct and character. 


Tu x common objection to him is, That he 
had too much faith. And yet a late writer 
upbraids ] him with having too little, becauſe 
he demanded of Gop, whereby he ſhould 
know, that he ſhould inherit the promiſed 
land; z. e. becauſe he demanded a rational 
conviction, that this promiſe came from 


Gon. 


Ir is alſo objected to him, That he had 
too much humanity, and too little ; too 
much for ſtrangers, and too little for his 
own 
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own ſon; too much for ſtrangers, that 


were wicked and abandoned; d Wo 


little for his own ſon, who was innocent and 
upright; nay, more, his only fon and 
heir, the hopes of his family, the ſon 
of G0 promiſe, whom he tenderly 
loved. 


For my own part, I accept the objections 
with great gratitude to the authors: 1 
thank them tor objections which demonſtrate 
the juſtice, the generolity, the mercy, the 


magnanimity, the diſintereſtedneſs of Abra- 
ham's ſoul: I thank them for objections 
which demonſtrate his whole conduct, on this 


occaſion, to be ſuch as none but a truly 
great mind was capable of, even under the 


Influence of the fulleſt and the cleareſt con- 
viction, 


LasTLY, The merit of Abraham's ready 
obedience is decried by ſome, from a ſuppo- 
ſition, that the practice of ſacrificing children 
was frequent in his days; whilſt others, 


on the contrary, load his example with the 


odium of having introduced that hateful prac- 
tice into the world. 


Ap here I cannot but obſerve, how juſt 


and judicious that maxim of the ſchools | is, 


which teaches us, that contradictory poſitions 


cannot all be true, but may Yery ealily be all 


falſe: i 
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falſe: as they demonſtrably are in this 
caſe. 


Tae four firſt, as far as they relate to 
the point before us, I have already diſ- 
cuſſed ; and come now to conſider the two 


latter. 


Ao, without entering into the conten- 
tions of learned men on either fide, I ſhall 
only venture to affirm, that, take the queſtion 
either way, the wiſdom of Gop in giving 
this command, and Abraham's merit in obey- 
ing it, are abundantly vindicated. 


Fo, in the firſt place, if (as ſome ima- 
gine) ſo impious and abominable a rite ob- 
tained at this time, it is evident, that nothing 
could be better calculated to aboliſh it, than 
this command to Abraham ; which was a 
plain document to the whole world, that 
human ſacrifices were not acceptable to Gop; 
for, if they could be acceptable from any 
man, they would certainly be moſt acceptable 
from the beſt man ; the man in the world 
then moſt remarkably acceptable, and in 
favour with Almighty Gop. And there- 
fore, when it ſhould appear in the event, 
that this command was only in trial of obe- 
dience ; and that, when it came to the point 
of execution, Abraham was expreſly forbid- 
den to execute it, by a voice from heaven 
CLE, = and, 
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and, as a document to him, and to the reſt 
of the world, that human ſacrifices were not 


acceptable to the Divinity, a brute animal 
was, by Gob's own appointment, ſubſtituted 


in the place of his ſon; I ſay, when all this 
is conſidered, was it poſlible to give a clearer 
monition to mankind, upon this head, than 
Gop's own expreſs prohibition of that prac- 
tice by a command from heaven, and Gop's 
own miraculous interpoſition of a vicarial 
oblation ? 5 N 


AN p the ſame reaſoning that demonſtrates 
this command wile, with a view of aboliſh- 


ing that abominable cuſtom, demonſtrates it 
equally wiſe, with a view of preventing it, 
on ſuppoſition that it had not yet obtained, 
whenGop foreſaw, that ſuperſtition would ſoon 
introduce it : as 1t 1s evident, that ſuperſtition 


only (the wildeſt and worſt of all ſuperſti- 
tions) did introduce it. And what could be 
more efficacious towards repreſſing it, over 


the face of the earth, than the atteſtation of 
all Abraham's diſperſed ſervants and de- 


ſcendants, vouching every-where with one 


voice, that GO Þ himſelf had prohibited their 
maſter from practiſing it? And therefore 
the wiſdom of Gop, in this conduct, is 


ſufficiently vindicated either way. And 
it is evident from the fable of Tphrgente, in 
Dictys Cretenſis, probably founded on this 


hiſtory, or rather upon ſome confuſed ac- 
count 
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count of this hiſtory, and the ſtory of Feph- 
tha's daughter, put together (Iphigenia 
being an eaſy corruption of Fephthigenta *; 
and a ram eaſily changed into a deer, ſup- 
poſed to be ſubſtituted by the goddeſs Diana 
in her ſtead), that the memory of Go p's 


prohibiting an human offering was handed 


down to late poſterity, 


A to the ſecond point, viz. the merit of 
Abraham's obedience on this occaſion ; 
if the practice of ſacrificing children pre- 


yailed in Abraham's time, it is, however, 


allowed to have prevailed, only from the 
neceſſity of averting ſome great calamity, by 
ſome extraordinary atonement to appeaſe the 
Dia. 


Bur this was evidently not Abraham's 
caſe ; fince this ſacrifice was reſolved on by 


him, in the height of worldly affluence, 


and happineſs of every kind ! which places 


the ready ſubmiſſion and reſignation of 
Abraham upon a foot of merit very ſuperior | 


to that which neceſlity extorted, 


AND thus, I hope, I have ſufficiently 
vindicated Gop's command, and Abraham s 
obedience, in the point before us, from the 
objections of ignorant and injudicious men. 


The Greek word to ſignify the daughter of Fephtha. 
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IF it be yet ſaid, that the ſacrificing of | 
children might be derived from a miſtaken 


: imitation of Abraham's obedience in this | 
a point; the anſwer is obvious. 4 
IN the firſt place, It is an aſſertion with- 
4 out the leaſt foundation, either of "rock or 
probability. 
br I x the next place, Suppoſing it were not, 
5 where is that example which is not ca- | 
. pable of being miſtaken ? The only queſtion ( 
+ is, Whether, as it is laid down in the Scrip- 
hs ture, it is ſufficiently guarded againſt all 
by reaſonable danger of being miſtaken ? and 
he ſuthciently fitted to prevent the evil it may 
= accidentally occaſion, from the miſguided 
imitation of ignorant or ill-meaning men ? 
1 8 Abſolutely to guard againſt error ang abuſe, 
by 1s out of the power even of infinite wiſdom, 
ce, leaving mankind to the free range of their 
8 folly and perverſeneſs! 
of 
ior Bur, ſuppoſing this example was abuſed 
| by an ignorant or corrupt imitation ; yet, if ) 
Gop foreſaw, that the advantages of eſtabliſh- | 
itly ing it in the world would far exceed the | 
ms inconveniencies of a wild or wicked imi- | 
the tation, his wiſdom 1s abundantly juſtified in | 
the point. And was there ever a nobler 
Ro document, more perfective of true piety, or 4 


more conducive to the happineſs of human 
1: life, | 
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ſurd, as to infer, that, becauſe phyſic was 


286 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


life, than that which is conveyed to us in 


this example of Abraham? which teaches 
us, that nothing can be ſo dear, or valuable, 


in this world, which we muſt not readily 


reſign, whenever it comes in competition 
with our duty to Gop ; and that this re- 
ſignation will not fail to be crowned with 
more abundant bleſſings from heaven. 


Afummary AND thus I have endeavoured 
view of the to anſwer the ſeveral objections 
whole argu- , hy | 

Mane. made to this part of Abraham's 
7 character. 


T nꝝ firſt objection mentioned in this diſ- 
ſertation was this, That a religion, command- 
ing parents to be cruel to children, could 
not come from Gop. | 
IN anſwer to this, I obſerved, That this ob- 
jection no way affected the Jewiſh or Chri- 


ſtian religion; and that, though a religion, 


which made this the ordinary duty of parents, 
could not come from Gop, yet it no way 
followed from hence, that Gop could not, 
on particular occaſions, and for reaſons of 
infinite wiſdom, give ſuch a command to 


particular perſons. And to make any in- 


ference from thence, to the diſadvantage of 
an hiſtory, relating that ſuch a command was 
given in trial of obedience, was full as ab- 


not 
4 


ot 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 287 
not good for food, therefore an hiflory, re- 
lating that phyſic was adminiſtred by a wiſe 
and a good phyfician on a particular occaſion, 
muſt be falte, \ 


1 ALso ſhewed, from ſeveral inſtances, 
that it may often be the duty of parents to 


put their children to death, even ſuch as 
were innocent and unoffending, in obedience 


to authorities very inferior to that of Al- 


mighty Gop. 


IN the next place, I ſhewed, why Alu- 
ham could not ſuſpect this command to 


be the deluſion of an evil ſpirit, becauſe 
he knew it inconſiſtent with the perfections 
of Gop, to ſuffer ſuch a deluſion to be put 


upon him, acting in innocence, and the inte- 


grity of his heart; or to ſuffer the pur- 


poſes and promiſes of his own infinite wiſ- 


dom and goodneis to be defeated by the 


devil. 


IN the next place, I anſwered that objec- 


tion, how Abraham could know, that it was 


Go gave him this command; by ſhewing, 
that the intercourſe and appearances of 
the Divine Being had been long familiar 
to him before this time; that he had fre- 


quently before this obeyed ſuch commands, 


as no man could obey without full conviction, 
that they came from Gop; and that his 
obe- 
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obedience was always crowned with ſignal 
bleſſings, and interpoſitions of Providence, 
in his behalf; in a word, that he was 
equally confirmed in his faith, by bleſſings 
TT upon himſelf, and calamities upon thoſe that 
1 would injure him; by the teſtimony of two 
1 kings, and their houſholds ; by ſenſe, by 
viſions, by miracles, by various and repeated 
experience. ee eee 


IN the next place, I ſhewed, that Ara 
ham's ſilent ſubmiſſion to this command, as 
it is a full proof of his conviction, that it 
came from Gop, ſo was it the effect of his 
wiſdom, the greatneſs, and the goodneſs 
| of his ſpirit ! and conſequently, that the 
" l objections, made to him on that head, are, in 

FP truth, not ſo much objections to Abraham, 
as objections to every nobler virtue eminent 
in human nature. | 
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AND, in the laſt place, I ſhewed, that 
whether the practice of ſacrificing children 
was then in uſe, or only foreſeen by Al- 
mighty Gop, this command to Abraham was 
excellently adapted either to aboliſh or pre- 

vent it; that it conveyed a document of 
infinite importance to piety, and the felicity 
of human life ; and that ſuch an example 
was of infinitely more conſequence, than the 


poſſibility of its being abuſed, 
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REVELATION Examined, &c. 289 


ISRALL conclude all with this one ſhort 
inference ; that they that follow the faith of 
Abraham, cannot reaſonably expect to be 
much leſs reviled than he is. Can they hope, 
with all their imperfections about them, to be 
treated with leſs indignity, than this friend of | 
Gop ! than this eminent example of wiſdom, 
faith, and fortitude ! of every higher virtue, 
and more diſtinguiſhed excellence, that can 
ennoble the human mind? If the dignity 
of Abrabam's character cannot protect him 
from the inſults of the deſpiſer's eye, and the 
ſſcorner's tongue, what can a ſenſe of very 
inferior worth leave others to hope for, be- 
yond the favour of a calmer contempt, from 
| leſs offenſive merit? The father of the faith- 
> BU hath indeed a right to inflame their rage! 
N | The wiſdom and virtue of his faith is an 
eternal reproach upon the blindneſs and de- 
pravity of their unbelief! As for meaner be- 


r ME Sh. 


; lievers, ſhould they have the misfortune to 
: provoke, where they meant to perſuade, 
: they have this conſolation from the mouth of 


Gop himſelf, in Naias li. 


b = HearKen f me, ye that know riphte- 
/ BU oufnehs, the people in whoſe heart is my law ; 
4 fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye 
i afraid of their revilings. 
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For the meth ſhall eat them up like a gar- 
ment, and the worm ſhall eat them l 
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A fhort Review of four Revelations 
conſidered in this Period. 


or even FT; cavil, "i inf deli ity 
during this period ? Can one- 
precept here recorded, upon a 
"ar i DE deemed irra- 
tional, or unedifying? One prophecy un- 
fulfilled? One inter poſition of Providence 
unimportant ? One appearance of the Di— 
vine Being unneceftary or untimely ? Or 


one command unwite, „ or unworthy of 
Gop ? 


Do they ob to the command given 
to Abraham to tacrifice his ſon? It was the 
nobleſt and the moſt benehcent trial ot 
faith and obedience, that ever was vouch- 
ſafed from heaven! the moſt exem- 
plary, the moſt 0 the moſt uſetil 
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202 REVELATION Examined, &c. 


in its influence, the moſt glorious in its re- 


ward, and happy i in its end! 


Do they object the readineſs of Abraham's 
obedience to this command ? We thank them, 
they do: and in doing fo, they at once 


evince the clearneſs of his conviction, that it 
came from Gop ; and the fortitude, the ge- 


neroſity, and the magnanimity of his ſoul, 
in his ready, his deliberate, his determined 
ſubmiſſion to it; they object his eminent 
acceptance with Gop, and preference in the 


divine favour : and at the fame time their 
own objections urge the plaineſt proofs, 
and extort the fulleſt acknowlegement, of 


his ſuperiority over the reſt of mankind, 
It is at once the higheſt point of earthly 
honour, and teſt of excellence; it is Abra- 
ham's peculiar glory to be upbraided with 
virtue, to be ennobled by reproach ! _ 


Do they doubt of the deſtruction of Sodom 


and Gomorrah ? It is to this day a monu- 


ment of divine vengeance, before their 
eyes! Their friends the heathen vouch its 


deſtruction by fire from heaven! the 


cauſe from continued tradition, and the ef- 


fects from their own obſervation | they vouch 
the continuance of that fire, and the viſible 


and ſad effects of it, in the contiguous ruins, 
to the very time they wrote, If unbelievers 
x doubt 


Ss 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 293 


doubt Moſes, they will not doubt Strabo 
and Diodorus; they cannot doubt Jacitus. 


What would even They demand; what 


can they wiſh, for the eftallifument of 


any truth, beyond the evidence of their 
own eyes, and the atteſtation of ene- 
mies 


Do they object the precedent notice of 
this deſtruction given to Abraham ? They 


do, and with great reaſon : it demonſtrates 


Gop's immediate inſpection into the affairs 
of men; his immediate and deliberate inter- 
poſition in the chaſtiſement of guilt, and 


deliverance of righteouſneſs : and, at the 
ſame time, conveys theſe documents, with 
irreſiſtible atteſtation, over the whole 


earth; and continues them, to the confu- 


fion of infidelity, from generation to ge- 


neration ! 


Do they object to the divine inftitution 
of circumciſion ? They do; and with argu- 
ments of ſuch force, as to confute them- 
ſelves ! They have a right to quarrel with 
this inſtitution ; it demonſtrates its own 


divine original; and, at the ſame time, rea- 


ſon demonſtrates all the pretended grounds 
of its eſtabliſnment in the world to be idle, 
abſurd, ignorant; as learning evinces all 
the authorities of its heathen origin to be 
late, 


294 REVELATION Examined, &c. 

late, fictitious, inconſiſtent, falſe ! So weak, 
ſo idle ate the reaſons by which its Egyp- 
tian origin is ſupported, that they are 
confuted by their own ſuperſtitions ! (See 
the note, p. 177.) And ſo abſurd are 
the opinions of the preſent advocates for 
its heathen original, that they are over- 
thrown even by their own arguments 


(P. 183, 184.). 


Do they object to the predictions relating 
to Iſbmael? J cannot ſay they do, or that 
they know any thing of them ; but I dare 
promiſe the reader, that they ſhall ſcorn 
them at firſt fight ; Tacilis cenſura cachinni. 
The cenſure of a loud laugh, or a diſdain- 
ful ſmile, falls equally within the talents of 
the meaneſt, and the ambition of the mighti- 
eſt among them! But, laugh as they will, 
a prediction ſo ſtrange, ſo ſeemingly abſurd, 
ſo oppoſite to all the principles of human 
policy or foreſight, and at the ſame time ſo 
deliberate and circumſtantial, and in fact ful- 
filled, and given inconteſtably many hun- 
dreds of years (I might ſay thouſands) before 
it was proved to be fulfilled ; this pro- 
phecy, as it called for ſome learning to con- 
firm it, will call for ſomething more than a 
loud laugh to confute it. 


—— — — ͤZ—— 


REVELATION Examined, &c. 295 


Do they object to the confuſion of Babel? 
They do; they object to a fact that proves 
itſelf at this day, inconteſtably, to the 
whole earth; inaſmuch as the preſent 
variety of languages in the world is demon- 
ſtrably the effect of that confuſion; nor 
hath it ever yet been otherwiſe attempted to 
be accounted for, conſiſtently either with 
truth of fact, or common ſenſe (. 104, Sc.). 
The Moſaic hiſtory of this great event every 
way demonſtrates its own truth ; and all 
that can properly be called antiquity, 
vouches with him: the tower was built, 
when it could only be built by the united 
labours of mankind ; and for the only rea- 
ſons mentioned by Moſes. And the -wiſ- 
dom of Gop, in defeating that defign, is 
amply manifeſted from that day to this, 
in keeping out that univerſal iniquity, 
by this one act of his Providence ; which 


infidelity would introduce by confuting 
It; 


Upon the whole, the infidel world 
will, I hope, forgive me, it upon the 
moſt candid and diligent inquiry, I have 
_ yet been able to find their learn- 
far ſurpaſſing their integrity; their 
hardieſt aſſaults, formidable from the 
- , + BROS" 
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men; 


of other 
other than 
and deteſtable to 


force of reaſon; their boaſted abilities above 
views 
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the meaſure 
mankind, 


nobleſt 
goodneſs. 
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